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TERROR IN THE TRENCHES

t 07.30 a.m. on | July 1916, in the misty valley of the

River Somme in northern France, the deafening artillery
bombardment paused. Whistles signalled that the time had
come. The first wave of 66,000 men
left their trenches and marched
steadily across no man’'s land. Some
of the soldiers even kicked a football
between them as they advanced. They
were confident. Surely the enemy
could not have survived nearly three
million shells that had rained down on A ‘s soonas the troaps lejt iheir

frevches, thay were ex {J-‘J.n'.." ta the full

them fur Six dﬂ}‘g and six night&. force of the enemys weapons.

False hopes el R e
As the infanery approached the German trenches, LF (- "1E T = 1-,_ A
the real sitwation became clear. The arnllery L ."'-.!I . : j 1
attack had nor cleared the dense coils of barbed ;_ '-’ IE! ¥ 1
wire protecting the trenches. German machine W e ) ._-:J_-_.:,-.r_.

guns that had remained underground during
the terrible bombardment opened fire. The
advancing troops had no protection from these
deadly weapons, Dead and injured soldiers fell

into the mud 10 their thousands.

A Soldiers of the East Surrey
Regiment, led by Cuptain -
I|T"|'I'l.|'-.|"|"-:-|I Mevl, .fflrnf:'-"-!:'n:.ll foothall = 1:'-'

as they moved steadity b ;
towwards the Germun trenches,




This was the first day of the Barttle of the
Somme. In the following davs the scale of the
disaster became clear. Of 100,000 men who had

advanced on that day, 20,000 had been killed

SN

and 4,000 mured. More Brinish lives were lost H‘t&\ﬁ.

in battle than on any day before or since. -t

I'he Battle of the Somme raged unol November

1916 and claimed hundreds of thousands more ) _
A Millions of kilonetres of rzor-sharp

barbed wire stopped attackess reaching
the horrors of World War I, but it was just one  the enenry trenches in World War 1.

lives on both sides. It has come to symbolize

day of a conflict thar changed the world forever,
I I'his book uses incredible archive material to

discover the secrets of this terrible war, and to |t soldier’s letter home about th }
tell the story of those who foughr it. | first day of Somme :
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EUROPE DIVIDED
Wur'ld War | lasted from

the summer of 1914 until
November 1918, but the story of
World War | began long before
the first shots were fired. It was an
explosion of tensions and rivalries

that had been building up in
Europe for many decades.

Furope’s maost powerful nations, including
France, Russia, and Greatr Bricain, had ]nnl_r,

been rivals for influence in the world. In

1871, they were joined by a new and powerful nation: A The pink areas on this

Germany. Prussia and a collection of smaller German map show the size of the
- = ke h' ] [ * ] E = o -1 T1 ¥ =, T - ] A ¥ T . I'tr_lr.l.b;l 'rll.luflléﬂ:l |F'r IIF':""I .'I':Jr‘-‘
states had unired as a single country afrer a war against before 1914,

France in 1870-71,

Taking sides

¥ Uniforms and weapons
The new power in Europe worried other nations, of warr were very different
in 1914 than they buad

= fieew during the Franco-
revenge after Germany had seized the states of Alsace  Prossion War,

but Germany did not feel secure. France wanted

and Lorraine. Germanv's F—— D S———— .
j T R T e T
leaders were worried about W, e .

being encircled by France
and Russia. These Great
Powers started making deals
and alliances to protect
themselves, By 1914, Europe
was divided, with Germany,
Austria-Hungary and lraly
on one side, and the Triple
Entente of Britain, France
and Russia on the other.
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¥ European pPowers, : 5
aricularly Germany and S

‘t;.:rem Britain, raced f.c- bieild ‘
powerful net iwarships

called Dreadnosghts.
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European nations had wsed their power
to conquer other lands and build empires
around the world, The largest of these was
the British Empire, but France, Germany
and others set up colonies in Africa and

clsewhere. In southeastern Europe, the
Turkish Ottoman Empire was falling apart
as nations such as Serbia fought to become
independent. Russia and  Austria-Hungary
were cach trying to get more infHuence over
the Balkan region and these new nations.

Talking tough
As the tension mounted, nations were
desperate to show they were rougher than
the rest. Germany and Britain competed to
build the most powerful warships, called
Dreadnoughts.  In Britain, novels and
newspapers warned that German spies

were everywhere, rl|m'|ni ng for invasion.

& This is the death
sentence passed on
Carl Hans Lady, a
Gernum spy who wsed
the name Charles
Inglis. Lody was shot i
the Tower af London
on 6 November 1914,

However, only ten suspected spies
were actually arrested between 1911

and July 1914,

B Many bowing pigeons were shot o stop them
passing riessages to the enenry. This was strictly
forbidden ance war bhroke out as governments
needed pigeons fo pass secrel messages,
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THE ROAD TO WAR

ierce rivalries and edgy alliances meant there was a danger

that a tiny dispute could spark a crisis that would quickly
spiral out of control. Each country had war plans detailing
how they would fight a war, but one plan in particular made a

wider European war more likely.
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A This map shows the dogails
of Germanys Schiiefien Plan,
developed in 1905, 1t was onfy
krowen to Germany's most
sensor military leaders.
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Shot in Sarajevo

The first shot of World War | was fired in
the Bosman city of Sarajevo by a Serbian
nationalist called Gavrilo Princip. Princip’s
Archduke
Ferdinand, the heir to Austria-Hungary's

assassination of the Franz

throne, on 28 June 1914 was an outrage that
Austria-Hungary could not ignore.

=1®

The Schlieffen Plan

Germany  knew that they would
probably have to fight against France
and Russia, to the west and east, Their
plan, called the Schlieffen Plan after
the general who devised it, was to
invade France through Belgium and
deliver a knockout blow within a few
wecks., Once France was defeared,
they could turn their attention to the
vast armies of Russia in the cast. If
this plan was put into action, Europe

‘-"-'TJI.JI.'.J I.'f'l' AL WAT.

A After shoating Archdisee Framg
Ferdinand and bis wife, Garrilo Princip
texts arrested, Investigators were alle 1o

link the plot ta the Serbian government.



The shot set off a dramatic chain of events

as Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia:

23 July: Austria-Hungary sends an
uloimatum to Serbia making demands
that they knew the Serbs would never

accept.

28 July: Afrer Serbia refuses to acceprt irs
demands, Austria-Hungary declares war

on Serbia, with support from Germany.
A (i 29 Jrly, Tear Nickolas 1T af Russia
exchanged teleenmme with bis cousin Kaiget

= . Wilhelm I of Gernuany in a despenite affenmpt
support ol Serbia. fo alt the slide to war. The Russian roval family

wondldd not live to see the end of the conflict,

30 July: Russia mobilises its huge army in

I August: Germany declares war on

Russia. Germany's war plan means thart

its hrst artack will be agamse Russia’s ally British Colonel Alfred
France through neutral Belgium. 880t this dispatah detailing the
T:hﬂlsa.tlnn of Russian forpes He
; ; . g : :
3 August: Germany invades Belgium, 24 fjﬂiﬁpﬂmmmh@nnn
. . the : .
Luxembourg and France. Hungary's ujtlmd:fm ;T
erhia,
4 August: Great Britain declares war “The numberp of me
; i 1 ' n
|. on Germany because of its invasion of called up is causing
| Belgium. genera] astonishment
Russians speak of an
¥ The Russiin armry conld call on millions of army of 8 million but
men, bt they |'.I_f,_'l'.{!':|l behind their Ofrfronents in ﬂ,dmit i :
the quality of their equipment and leadership. b will Tequire 6

months to Equlp. "
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