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Charles Dickens was born into an age of war and revolution. . . - " ! 5 PR 5).“$‘ :
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1 N '/'( we shall call him Charies .. » ‘
4\/ }’ I What do you think, Fanniy.? | o o}
when war against France still raged. the Prince Regent ruled and U 2 f y [ l".- ."- . =T ! gy By ....

the future Queen Victoria hadnt even beens born, John Dickens was a wages clork for

the Royal Navy. This job moved him
and his family from place to place
around the shipyards near London
Elizaboth Dickens had a talent for
comio voloes and taught her son to
read at an early age.
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In the carly 1800s Britain was in a state of change. . . The inventions
of the Agricultural Revolution meant machines now did the work of

many farm labourers. Thousands lost thelr jobs ~ and the homes that . " } \
wont with them, . — : ) ! 3 . ¥an \
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o Charles is anwce
hame, Falker. .
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DICKENS - 1812 :
?nAB|Y.| Charles Dickens is born in
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remarked that the dock began to strike,
o b o oy, simulancously. Whecher | bl
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Thousands of families crowded into towns, working in the mills,
mines and factories of the Industrial Revolution. Child workers
did many dangerous joba while others were forced, by hunger
and poverty, into erime. These were the people Charles Dickens
would one day feel such sympathy for and write about,
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- Khe W T " In which young Charles first performs in public -
‘ n Chatham | told a story so well and sang small comic songs
so especially well, that | used to be lifted by my father on to
_ the chairs and tables of local inns to display these talents. |
blush to think now, what a horrible litde nuisance | must hav.e
. been to many grown-ups who were called upon to admire me!
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well dmé:my boy, \
well done!

~ {4 o S - < : The Dickens family lved noxt to a small theatre
L > ‘\v > o . in Sheerneas for a while. Songs came thumping
through the thin wall - and the whole family
would often join in!
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In 1817 Johin Dickens was posted to
work as a pay clerk at Chatham Docles.
Sometimes he would take Charles and
his sister Fanny with him around the \ Diokens and his father sometimoes walkod past
nolsy shipyard, and oven sall past the . R / N “ ! A% Gad's Hill Place. Many yeoars later, in 18568, Dickens
ol prison hulks returned and bought that very same house
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