Helping your children choose books they will love

o
1

¥ Lovereading4kids.co.uk is a book website
created for parents and children to make

reading choosing books easy and fun

Opening extract from
I Funny

Written by
James Patterson

Published by

Arrow (Young) an imprint of

Cornerstone

All Text is Copyright © of the Author and/or lllustrator

Please print off and read at your leisure.

Levereadingf] h!g|




Pablshed by Tourng Armw, 3173
FELER R

Copsright. & James Paltanion, S0
Il pvtl o by Lavera Fark

Jarmid Pattersan hiss ansariad e dght undar the Coprright., Designs
o] Postornra At TREE to b blomitified o the aothee o7 Ehis wark

This neved i & work of Aetkn Fapies and ohassctom aro e
sl of IhE airke e mogintlen aad any resamlon e ta
ictaal pardens, Bviag of desd, i eilraly colreidantal

This Book i i srbjeet i tha osredliion that it akall m,
b ey ol Eroiho or ofhorwiso, bia lori, reesb, hird oui.
oF 0l orwien ey ulnted withost o pablshbars prise
womsar i sy Form of binding sr esver obbor shan that
i whieh it i ot hilabead and witboat @ eimdlar con i,
fnebaling this peredliion, boing iniposed on tha
wabseapietl parchesar

First published fa Gewat Pritain o 3373 by
Wonag Armow
Faredoan BHodisss, 30 Yoo ball Bl dgo Boaild
Lopddan SW1V 3558

L 8T B TR T

Adddrusss far carapariios within The Rasdon Howse Group Limdisd oo
[l EUTE ) ooy R T T ] S TERRER] s B T

Thie Homidom Hosss Sesap Linbied Rog, Me 040060
ACEF eatakggue weeard S b book b8 gvallable from the Britieh Library
[=E0 STSIrGE T4
Thie Ramckom Hoess Gesup Limiied supports the Foecel Stooandship
Coine Il (FSC, dhe Rewd ey imicamaiion sl Farcstacomtifl eatl o organi ok ki
Onir booles carying Ehao FSEC bl sre printod op FEC artiled paps FEC @
i wnly Sowedtoort] ostion s o supporiod by tha boding onvirenmerial

wrgin b tlons, e hiding Oroom peas. Dur paps pserarmenl poll oy ok
b Foaared ks e o bt oo Bleha Bl

=

e PECGOIsRET

Frinted and bodind Ib Orst Brsn by Clays Lid. = Jvd Pl



“H,\.'E yvou ever done something extremely stupid

like, oh, I don’t know, trv to make a room filled

with total strangers laugh until their sides hurt?
Totally dumb, right?



Well, that’s why my humble story is going to
start with some pretty yucky tension—plus a little
heavy-duty drama (and, hopefully, a few funnies so
we don't all go nuts).

Okay, so how, exactly, did I get into this mess—
up onstage at a comedy club, baking like a bag of
French fries under a hot spotlight that shows off
my sweat stains {including one that sort of looks
like Jabba the Hutt), with about a thousand beady
eyeballg drilling into me?

A very good question that yvou ask,

To tell you the truth, it's one m asking, too!

What am [, Jamie Grimm, doing here trying to
win something called the Planet’s Funniest Kid
Comic Contest?

What was I thinking?

But wait, Hold on. It gets even worse,

While the whole audience stares and waits for
me to say something (anything) funny, I'm up here
choking,

That's right—my mind is a total and complete
blank.

And 1 just said, “No, I'm Jamie Grimm.”

That's the punch line. The end of a joke.






All it needs is whatever comes before the punch
line. You know—all the stuff I can remember.

o 1 sweal some more, The audience stares soime
Mare,

[ don't think this is how a comedy act is
supposed to go. I'm pretty sure jokes are usually
involved, And people laughing.

“Um, hi.” I finally squeak out a few words. “The

other dav at school, we had this substitute teacher

He' o frozen,he

reminds me of fish




Very tough. Sort of like Mrs. Darth Vader. Had the
heavy breathing, the deep voice. During roll eall,
she said, ‘Are you chewing gum, young man? And [
gaid, ‘No, 'm Jamie Grimm.””

I wait (for what seems like hours) and, yes, the
audience kind of chuckles. It's not a huge laugh, but
it's a start,

Okay. Phew. | can tell a joke. All 13 not lost.

Yet, But hold on for a see, We need to talk about
something else. A major twist to my tale.

“A major twist?” you say. “Already?”

Yep. And, trust me, vou weren't expecting this
one.

To be totally honest, neither was 1.
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