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Chapter One

RATS, MUD AND A VERY
RUDE AWAKENING

HAARRGA

| woke up. Something
horrible had landed on my face.

It wag a raf.

Aind the rat was attached o a big lump of wet
gtraw. A lump of wet giraw which had been part of our
roof until the rat munched a great big hole and fell

~ Through iT on To me.




I was out of bed faster than a Foman with his Toga

oh fire,

IT wasn't a good start To the day, but it wasn't
egpecidly urugudl because The rats in our village
lmﬁ eating wet gfraw, which is what some idiot
decided we should make our roofs from.



My mum gtarted gereaming and banging about with
d broom and going completely bonkers because she’s
totaty [ERRITIED of rats.

There are ratg preftty much everywhere in our
village so she screams prefty much all the fime. Then
she went even more bonkers with the broom becauge
the rat wag having a giress attack because It couldn’t
find the door, and then Denzel Joined in which made

Mum scream even I.HHmER

3 ‘o@
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Derzel’s my pig. He's very
clever dnd funhy, but my mum
doesn't think so. She says he's a
fotdl pain whe should live in the
pigsty.

Just ag Mum was getting
fo the completely screamingly
ingdne stage, Verucca drpived.
Verucca's my best friend. She's
totdlly brilliant in a crigis.
‘Hang on, Sedric’s mum! I'll get it out for you!”

she ghouted.
Verucca's not at all Eﬁ*“u’? — |
geared of rate. In Pact, H‘K Wi

she"s not scared of
ANITHING. except
edrwigs. She redlly hates
earwigs. Someone told her



once that earwigs crawl info your ears and
edat your braing when you're asleep, go she
gtutfs mud in her ears every night when she
goes to bed go they can't get in. But | don't
think earwigs REHHH do that. Eat your
braing, | medn.

Thank vou, Verucca, love!” my mum
shouted from the fable that she'd
climbed on o get away from the raf. -
‘Those blagted great things! We'll all be
eaten inh our beds one day - dand then where will we
be?"

Probably dead with bite migging, | thought.

Verucca picked up the rat by the tall and threw it
out of the door.

Mum had Jugt camed down and made da cup of Turnip
tea when Dad came in. He'd been in the furnip field
collecting Turnips.




We grow a lot of turnips in our village. Actually
furnips are pretty much all we grow which is fine if you
like turnips (which | do) but pretty rubbish I wou don't.
Mum told him about the rat.
C‘ Well, rats is rats, Ethel, and there’s %m
;/-— nothing we can do about it," said Dad. /&
He's full of pointless gtatements like that. Like
when | suggest we make our hovel roofs from something
that rats don't eaf, he says, ‘My father made his roof
¥rom giraw and hig father before him and hig father
before that. I} it was good enough for them it's good

enough for me.”
See what | mean? *:Ir—%
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