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4 : _ And massive rocks
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inte churning seas. .
Choking gas exploded from volcanoes

and oceans of lava bubbled around
the globe.
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- Deep underwater,
: hot black gases
belched towards
the surface of this
_ strange, lifeless

~ world,
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Then, in the deep dark ocean,
something amazing happened.

Im warm water, near underwater
valcanoes called black smokers,

some tiny floating bits came together.
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These bits were so small that you
couldn’'t possibly see them. They could
have dropped from space or bubbled up
from under the seabed,

They formed the beginning
of life on Earth,




As time passed cells lived
together, making sticky,

slimy mats that grew into
mounds as big as pillows.
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glimy met of cells

Some cells started using
sunlight, water and a gas in
the air, to help them grow.
Cells multiplied into billions.

And so the seas clouded
with lots of new kinds of life.

Some cells puffed out an

invisible gas called oxygen, which
completely changed the air

and even the colour of the planet.

Circling the globe, the oxygen
turned black rocks shades of .
yellow, red and brown. .
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