Helping your children choose books they will love

I_}. A Lovereading4kids.co.uk is a book website
_ created for parents and children to make
readlng choosing books easy and fun

Opening extract from

Middle School: Ultimate
Showdown

Written by
James Patterson

Published by

Arrow (Young) an imprint of
Cornerstone

All Text is Copyright © of the Author and/or lllustrator

Please print off and read at your leisure.

Levereading h!g|




This book would not have been possible
without the help of Frank Nicolo, Ned Rust,
Lindsay Cliett, Gregg Wasiak, and Chris Grabenstein.
Many thanks for all your hard work
in making this book come together.

—J.P.

Published by Young Arrow, 2015
13579108642

Copyright © James Patterson, 2014
IMlustrations by Alec Longstreth
Excerpt from House of Robots copyright © James Patterson, 2014
Illustrations in excerpt from House of Robots by Juliana Neufeld
Excerpt from Kenny Wright copyright © James Patterson, 2015
Illustrations in excerpt from Kenny Wright by Cory Thomas

James Patterson has asserted his right under the Copyright, Designs
and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of this work

This novel is a work of fiction. Names and characters are the product of the author’s
imagination and any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, is entirely
coincidental

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or
otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher’s
prior consent in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published
and without a similar condition, including this condition, being imposed on the
subsequent purchaser

First published in Great Britain in 2014 by
Young Arrow
Random House, 20 Vauxhall Bridge Road,
London SW1V 2SA

www.randomhouse.co.uk

Addresses for companies within The Random House Group Limited can be found at:
www.randomhouse.co.uk/offices.htm

The Random House Group Limited Reg. No. 954009
A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
ISBN 9780099596387

The Random House Group Limited supports the Forest
Stewardship Council® (FSC®), the leading international forest-certification
organisation. Our books carrying the FSC label are printed on FSC®-certified
paper. FSC is the only forest-certification scheme supported by the leading
environmental organisations, including Greenpeace. Our paper procurement
policy can be found at:
www.randomhouse.co.uk/environment

MIX

Paper from
responsible sources

Ew%cocvg FSC® C016897

Printed and bound in Great Britain by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon CRO 4YY



DON’T LiSTeN
$ TO GeORGiIiA— YOU’ve
BeeN WARNeD!

Listen to GEOrgia
{ at your own risk!
Y Trust me — T say <
this from experience.
T have the battle ¢
scars to prove it 4
, She's two years |}
younger than T am, S0 )
» what does she know? {
This contest is going 4
{ to be o cokewalk— )
' for ME. !

Welcome to the book version of a Doomsday Cage
Match. My sister and I are going to go at it mano
a mano, which, I'm told, means “hand to hand,”
not “man to man.” Fine. Whatever. Thanks for the
vocab lesson, Georgia. (Not.) She may have the
book smarts in the family, but I'm way funnier. My
point is, Georgia will lose this thing the second she
opens her mouth. So over to you, Georgia Peach.



Oops, I almost forgot something important.
Georgia and I agreed (can you believe it?) that
we want YOU to be in the story too. So you get to
talk, draw, play a couple of games, do whatever
you want. This is YOUR book. Plus, your whole
class, your whole school, can join in if they’re in

the mood. Even teachers!

GEORGIR )
w O AFN I WANT YOU
XS VY TO HELP WRITE

THIS Book!




PLEeASe LiSTeN
TO THe VOoiCe OF
R@ASON AND SANITY

In this book, Rafe and | will
give our honest opinions on
various aspects of middle
school life. Like so many
of my role models-Gandhi,
Oprah Winfrey, Martin Luther

King Jr., Hillary Clinton, Barbara

Bush, and Mister Rogers—| believe

in the importance of friendly

dialogue.

In a good, fair debate, you
respect your opponent’s
intelligence, and you should walk away
from the experience having learned
something new about yourself...unless

you're “dialoguing” with an idiot like
my brother. Then you just have to
prove how unbelievably dumb he is.
Talk about easy!
And of course, I'm really looking forward to your
opinions and anything you'd like to draw. That’s why there

My motto has

aluuatjs been

"MY BROTHER 15 A
B1G, FAT LIAR!”



are all sorts of fun activity pages up ahead. Trust me,
though: Rafe couldn’t care less what you think. Seriously. He
won't even understand most of it.

By the way, | thought up the book’s title, though Rafe claims
he did. What do you think? You don't have to like it. | do.

MY title

Also, it was my idea
to put in all YOUR
stuff. I'm looking out
tor 30\1! Rafe isn't!
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{ That doesn't
even moake
1 sense,Rafe!




MY YeAR—iN GRi€F

The life of a middle schooler is
really hard. Am I right? Most definitely. On a

month-to-month basis, here’s what my year looks
like.

SEPTEMBER: Back to school, aka my worst

nightmare.
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OCTOBER: All memory of summer vacation
has been stripped from my brain, thanks to



nonstop teacher torture. Halloween candy
helps, but only a little.

NOVEMBER: Feels like forever until Christmas
vacation. Plus, turkey is not my favorite food,
especially when it’s served with Georgia’s jiggly
cranberry jelly.

DECEMBER: Teachers load up on homework
and tests before Christmas vacation. Mom
listens to the “All Rudolph All the Time” radio
station in the car.



JANUARY: I stay up late to watch the New Year’s
ball squash the very last of my vacation, and fall
asleep in class for the next week. Teachers decide
to yell their lessons for the rest of the year.

FEBRUARY: HVMS gets all gooey over
Valentine’s Day, and Mom makes me give out cards
to everyone in my class. I get approximately two
valentines back.

MARCH: Spring break Please help the

i i v tine -less.
turns into “spring alentine -le

cleaning time,” which .

means if I sit down even |

once the whole vacation, i ’ T

I'm not “pitching in.” | " l g -
p l

APRIL: Rain. ) y |

No matter what I do— \\ — _}ff?* - ‘

raincoat, umbrella, AvVS —

galoshes—I get soaked
going to school and soaked coming home from school.

MAY: Flowers everywhere make me sneeze. Also,
bees. They're after me.



JUNE: FREEDOM!!! Except now there’s nothing
to do and I'm stuck in the house all day with

Georgia.
JULY: Is it possible for a person to sweat to death?
AUGUST: Wait in horror for school to start, while

Mom and Georgia get way too excited about buying
school supplies and dorky clothes.
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