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THEATRE'S NOT TUST ABOUT

Dear Theatre-lover,

Theatre is an amazing way o
foil storims

Every night people come fo the Mafional Theotre fo waich cthor worlds being
creoted, on soge ond in the imoginotions of the oudience. A play might hove baan
wriien over 2,000 yeors oge or devised in the doys before the first pedormance
Theatre brings people logether ko experience o story.

But theatre isn't just obout what you see on stage. The work begins long before the
first might. It takes many different pecple and different skills 1o put on a play. This book
teldls tha sory of how wa do it af the Mational Thaatre, in cur building by the River
Thamaes in Landon. Everyvthing happens under one reol, from the very sarliss ides
for a play o the lights foding of the end of the lost pedormance. We maoke scanery,
costumas, wigs and props. We hove departments for Bghsing, sound, music and video

You den'l nesd bo be the Malional Theatre lo put on plays. Plays hoppen i theatnes
all acrass the country and the waorld. And in schoods, village halls and churchas, in

fents, 0 old warehouses, even ouldooss. The idea af this back is to inspire you ko get

sivvolved, Theaks i nol just about acting. You could wrile a play. You could design sets
or moke cosfumes. You could vse make-wp bo help create characiers. You could be a
producer, arganizing how a play is put on

We hope you enjoy discovering some of the ways we make theafre. But most of

all we hope you will join in - go and see o ploy ond tell some sories yourself

Rvtus Norris
Direceor of che National Theaere
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. Talling @ story through people
Othello prefending fo be other pecple dates
back thousonds of years. In Ancient

TheCyg : ™ Gresce one or hwo adors and a chorus
[ .. S
Dﬂr_]"".-'li.:. performed a play, using only their voices

and bodies ko creale an imaginary
waorld, Todoy aclors wear costumas and
{ carry props, and their performances
are ohen cccompanied by elaborote
ety and sound and |ughnn5 effects, But
making theatre has always bean abow
sorytelling through speech, movement,
spoce, light ond sound. A ploy must
uie these io creols on illusion bar e
audience ond explore big ideas.

The theatre s mogicol because it
makes the oudience f-:Jrg:_gl:I that what
1|'p,:.:,- are '-l.'ﬂh;:hiﬂg izn'l real. This is

called the suspension of disbeliel

HOW THIS BOOK WORKS

LB THE MAGIC OF THEATRE

Your braoin might know that the ocior
di:,ring on skage in rant of you 5
pretending to die, but the power of
the storvalling mokes vou forget, so
|1|"_'|r :r'l.'l U hl!‘lli‘!'-'l." WI'II'J' ':|""_"|.| Qg :E'Eil-lﬂ
A good play will always inspire the
oedigncs’s imngingh{.\n, rnking thiam
far beyond the theatre itself and inko
other worlds.

And it's not just up to the aclors to tell
the story. Everything on stoge hoppens
[-ur O FE0SLHT '::Il'll:l \'_'I" k-\.lldl D‘. -I'JE\'_'iHL'II'IE
are made behind the scenes bafore
CHpEning ni::_:||'|l From what the sioge
looks Bke fo the music you hear and the
l::nl_'| |:-‘| coshumes rI-.|: achars woar, il i:|||
makes the imaginary world of the play
believable, moving and antertaining for

the audience

Making a play is o complicaced process. This book will thow you

bow a play ir wade ae che Nacional Theatrs, from che firce idea
eb the final coreain. Throvghove and in the qlosrary ae che back

are imeeresting theaere words. You will weee different sxperes
and explore different Matiowal Theatre productions From che
NT's $0-year hiscory and see ehrough chem how theacre can be
wade. There are many ocher ways eo make theaere, chovgh,
Witk clever ericks of ehe erade and ideas eo try at bome,
you cam get involved cos.

James Corden in

ONE MAN, Two
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A BRIEF HISTORY

People hove baen puling on ploys oll oround e eorld for thousands of

P

THE ORESTEIA,
a Preek eragedy

waars, Here ang soma imporiant momaents in the hislory of Waslarn thaaire

theal EnHluence The way the Molional Theaire makes ploys lodoy

SHAKESPEARE AND CO. Arsvnd 1599

The Boss and The Curlals wisid bwo of Fha Bird theotres in landon

They wate buill aboed ten veoars balone Shaksipeore, considered to

ba the world's greotest playwright, wrote hés first play. Theotes could

ANCIENT #REECE Arvvad 500 B

. . h Ity e P i
Maore than 2,000 years ogo the Ancierd Greeks charngs eninofoe feed, 10 Being pord of a thealre company become o

way b make money and theaires compated 1o oo audisnces. Cn

came up with the idea of acting. Theaire sorted ¥

a3 o way of honouring their god Céompsus, bad TN Wit clawed lo o on soge o boys played the femols parts

byt { il I
became o way 1o explors buman noture. Some of Thectres liks the Globe became very popidar, but in 1442 1&e Purdan
their bepas of storylelling ore slill vsed lodoy, Bue Parbamant closed them all dawn
comedy |0 hoppy or hunny ploy| ond

tragedy (o sod ploy)|

MORALITY ANDP MYSTERY
PLAYS Around 1900

Flays in modieval Englaond werne
bosed on religious themas. Monality
ALY S WO G L 0 el TP O W
lorys about iy sirugols befamen

| L LL) & wa
qood and ewil. Myslery ploys old

sicains hrom it Bikble

THE NATIVITY,
& Myseery play

Of THEATRE

1600 1540

COMMEDIA DELLARTE
Arovad 1600

Comemadia dell arie sharted an Yersce and wos

THE MAZISTRATE,

a Victorian farce

a facm of siresd theohne, Adlon mpaavised comis

woanarios, which meant the ocSan of the pla
i VICTORIAN THEATRE Aroend 1281

Dharing Chosen Vickaria's reign, ickets bacome cheapae

sy made up in the momend. All the characier

reprasenbed cerlom Fepens af e iialel S like
. :
masien, wsrvarss, heoes or villeins, Thess sack and Feaire bocome even more populor for nich ond poor

charaders hod a ;p._-.;.l' i parsonality Irot, mask olike. Most theatres in London's Wes! End werne builr during

ooskume and Flll'.-',al'_ﬂl geshune thot thie audience thiz Bmg. The lirst thealre Bz hove olectricity POfEEnINg all irs

would recogrize insanthy lighting was the Sovoy Theotrs in london in 1881

The Naeional Theatre
opens on the Soveh Bank

1881 1963 1976

AFTER THE WARS
Areend 1963

During 'Woeld Waors | and 1, feaire

uq;,

THE RESTORATION
Arsvnd 1640

The Restorotion era began when halpad 1o roise thi couniry™s spiies, Bt

¥eng Charles || coma b the throne aborwards, cinema and TV becoms

Theatras warn allowed o O and PR in:l.ll.!'ll and taaines hiod 1o Hnd

WCHTHE |'||'-;'b-l"'|'r-':'i Coft 3RO CI6 O fos s Wiry's 10 ahirguct these uences

Fewr iha hirsk Bissn i":'\:-\_.--\. Frosemi ithes |||'\-||r|:'_| Mgery theainms, inchuch 4] tha Maticnal
wwiiid clbidi e 1 el L:.m..|-.-_ i Thasoss, wade lounded 1o ansure
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HAMLET, cke MNational
Theaere’s firse prodvceion

coshnped. The hirsl Mahonal Thaoine

|.-:-':||l-:: Ty |_||'-|'|:-c::||'-\.:| rE e e 1243




The Macisnal Theaere ae che ONd Vic
in 1963 and on che Soveh Bank coday

THE NATIONAL THEATRE

Since the time of Queen Victoria people had said that Britain
needed a theatre to celebrate the great iraditions of Brifish

theatra, aspecially the plays of Williom Shakespeare. Even so,

In 1otal ever |, 000
panple work o the
Matianal Thaalrs
Since 1743 tha

Matisral Thaatre

hop greanied more thon 900 thows

and alnos 10,000 adari hove baes in

it bk unfil the 19405 for the first Mational Thealire production, iy producicns, phaying o total of mors

Hamlet, siarring Peter O'Toole and directed by Laurence

Olivier, 1o be slaged ot the Old Vic theatre. In 1976 the

than 7,000 relas

MNational Theatre moved from the Old Vic to its impressive

home on '.|'|4_= Spul'l'u Bank :.\F thie Biver Tl'l-;;lmr_:s.

|¥ choesn't slop thesre, Flays trom the Maficnal Thealre
wan mova o the Waeat End of London, or towr arcund the
couniry or sven as for ooy as the USA and Japan, Soma
plays are filmed ond screened live in cinemas arcund the
world by Mational Theoine Live. Bul whot happans of tha
Motional Theotrs on @ big scobe |3 olve going on in theairos
ap ond down the couniry and oround Bhe world, I's the

somn moic, whathas this weniss |3 big or wmol

THEATRE TALENT

Soma of the most famous odors in the wardd hawe
|;|r|-':.1'|.—|lr| al the Mabanal Theatre. Judi Dench lan

bAckellen, Benedict Cumberbaich, Helen Mimen

Acdrion Lasher, Michoal Gambon, Ler iy Ny o il
U-q_:-_|!|||l Searth e [as] & B i h names. Huosodbeds of
E il I|_|||_'I.'|l|| (4Tl E aned Py Sors |||_|l|.'|I '.:'\-:-:'hl.-l_--'! SR
i ek aps. hamaus plinowrighls ik Alan Bennel and Tam
E.'r:|_||,.;_1'\| |'.:1-1— |"].| I|'.|,li| |_|!:;:,"\. =} T |" T |._||||:|_'\-'!I
af the Mahono! Thealre

ot B sshlr e iy ol sl aboul the aclars and |'_:!-_|l.-'a..'|._||'l5.
Bashind Fhe swcenes af the Maticnoe] Thealre i g theatie
FTHIRINH IuLlu';.' Hurdk e, o people ofe hond of woik
'.'\'."J'lr-g: paGEs, Codhamed WiL)3
sconary, music and lighting
ta help bring he actors

pedomances 1o lile
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The OlivieY

mad oftel fhi bomoas ot
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THREE
THEATRES

The Maticenal Theates has
thres diflarart theotes, which
are diflerent shopes
and sizes.

The Lycteleon

i S Ayl
Thes lyekon kas a Irga Beana BOgE B0 aadl gt

prosoenium arch. The aech fromes the acham an the sloge,
lika# @ picturs nome. Un ks mos] prokoanium arch Foirel

ATt g

tha Littelion’s arch can b odiuated wo e haight ond = _l,. ;
1 |farium cor 1 uip & SO0

off the #lmge con changa, The oudiarium com sl up

I the tage

panp of d tha waals bave pacollant wirws o1
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