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INTRODUCTION

WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF BLOGGING

You may not have noticed, but blogging is everywhere, People from all walks of life use blogging to promate,
share and express their ideas. Newspapers, television programmes, celebrities and people like you and me are
blogging all the time. Using audio, video and text, blogs have become one of the most popular ways to share
information online. Why not join in? Sharing your story has never been easier and all you need to do is let your
creativity out! In this book, we will experiment and discover the blogging method that suits you the best.
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A ot of people say that practice makes perfeci
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FIND YOUR STORY

Bloggers love to tell stories. We like to tell people how we are feeling, what we are thinking, which books we

read and about how fun it is to watch your favourite sports team, But telling a story can be one of the hardest
things to do. Where do you start? How should you tell it? What will make your story interesting? Many blopgers

start out unsure of what they should talk about. They often worry that the story they want to tell is too boring
and wonder why anyone would want to hear about their life. The reality is that nothing could be further
from the truth! Readers love to read about other people’s experiences. They like to take part in other people's

adventures and interests, and they want to learn from you too. Your experiences are unigue!
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TINE TO EXPERIMENT

When you sit down to plan cut your blog for the first time, it may seem like an impossible task, But all you
really need to do is play with your ideas, write and record without any plan at all. Practising with different
technologies can be a little bit overwhelming, so take some time to research and experiment. Try new creative
things, even if they are a little bit scary!

USE YOUR YOICE

The better a weiler you becorme, 1he mose peoplie will enjoy eadng yous
tet, but blopping & not ahvans about words on a soeen, Yo Gn ako
create a podeast {audo} or 2 vog (video). Firsthy, let's record some audo!
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peetend 10 be a paronality on the rada. See what fas wath your
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Dnce you have eoorded some audo, wihy
not by secoeding voursel in frond of a
camera? It can be exciting and scary, but it
can ako be incedibly fun. YWe will go into
rrwe el in Skl 4, but i you have a
phone or a webcam, these are great ook io
start playing with. Vwhy nal recoed video of
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DONT FORGET YOUR AUDIENGE

Bafore yvou get 100 far into your blog, ask yourself who
you are witing your blog foc First and foemast, you
should be waiting vour blog for yourself, IT you ane
wiiting for others, you will soon iose intersst and get
bored. Wet, dor't forget you will have an audence and
they are important toa. They wall be irvaluable 2 your
blog proses. They might sugpest ideas to write about o
omment on your bop pocts. Some might become
arrbsrssacon i vour st and vl secormemend it 1o ther
fnends a5 well &5 other pepple online. Your awudience wll
ahso help you stay on track. If vou have a bad day and
o wite abaut i, they wall want to help vou
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ALWAYS REFIEMBER
T0 BE T0U!

Let your character shine on your blog, f you wart to
wiite your own fiction and share it through your blog,
blog that! If you think sding is the best sport in the
weorid, wiog that! No matter what you choose 10 Beog,
wiog or podcast about, do it because you ame intenesied
in it and it makes you smile. Once you start showing off
how Bappry wou are Blogping about the apics you' ve
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STAY GAFE ONLINE

Everyone would like the Internet to be a safe environment in which to play

and work, and most bloggers find it a rewarding and exciting place to be, '|l
However, keeping the Internet safie has proven to be difficult. When we communicate S
with strangers, it is impossible to know exacily who they are, even if they sound —
fun and friendly. With this in mind, it is very important that you protect yourself,

espedially when you are sharing information through your blog or vieg.
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GOOD AND BAD COFIMENTS

A mrach a5 we want evervone 1o love our blogs, your visitons may not aways
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ADDRESSES AND THONE NUFIBERS

It may seem obvious, but akvays keep information such

TOUR LOGATION

Dion't give out your location. B you rarely make blop

porsts aboul when you lve or which oby wou e in, & your address and phone rumber cut of your blog
can make it haed to gues where sacthy you ae, IFyvou porsts, podasts of viogs. IF you want peophe 1o pet in
o want 1o tak abolt your hometoan then make sume touch weith you, create a bee emal acoodint that you
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DON'T FORGET TOUR PARENTS

Mist parents will want you to be free to do your own thing and enjoy
oS, (Bt thesy wall b be concermied for your safiery, They can be meally
helpdul it you ever fesl unsure or uncomicrtable st amything you
eriounter anbne. Talk with them about posting photos of yourself or your e
fi .Tm!-:._ andd ahwans check with thern if someone vou “meet” onling asks 1o pel L
fogether in person, Your parents are aso the only people you should

share your paswonds with, and vou should shwans check with them befose
devmioading o instaling software, Above a1, show them howr mschs fun the
Internet can be. Who knows, you might even teach them a thing or taa!




OTHER SOCIAL PIEDIA SITES

There 2e w0 mamy difterent soc: media sites out 1heie 1o choose from, such 2

Turnbe, Snapchat, Imstagram, Perscope and mone. They are great took 1o promote

Because mﬂ b‘-‘"‘“"ﬁ“““ miedia MWFMFW'M you should become familiar with how these O EROE, DI YU SPORRE] by D dnaane ol what infomrnation vou ae dha g
sites treat your privacy. Most provide you with tools to maintain a certain level of privacy by restricting who is able and corsider the peivacy settings of each. If you find cut that your biog's audience
to view your postings. You need to be 13 years of age or older to join most blogging and social media sites. Lrses some platformmes and not others, rseanch which 1ooks those platforms have that
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KEEFING FARILY AND FRIENDS IN THE LOOP

Something that & often overlooked & what your friends and even
your panents shane about you, Sometimes your friends. can share {
yaur information without vour permesion, even i you've set
sestricted shasing on your Facebook or Congle aciounts. They
wsualy don't do this on purpose but becawse they want fo shae

[ your biog with athers! It & .a good idea to make suse that your dose
friends and famiy understand what you are doing onfine and how
theny can help protect you a5 a blogpe:. Make them aware of the
things that you don't want shared in publie and what = OK for
them 1o publicize.
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