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She gave a sharp slap to a spdky, dark red
]ﬂnm a5 shi th-. m.:.'l:ing it draw in the
long feckers that had been inching sneakily
aver hier sloalider.

EI:rr].', Hon and Hermions wers jm'nr-rl. at
their tray by a curdy-haired Hufflepuff boy
Harry knew by aight. bat had never speken
o Justin Finch -l"l:r.l:-r:hl.r.'_l.'..' he said hrl;htl:r.
shaking Harry by the hand. "Know who you
are, af coures, the famons Harey Podter ...
amil :rﬂu'rr Hermione ﬂnng:r - .Il.ﬂ:l_'!.":l. top
in everything ... {Hermione beamed as she
had ber hand shaken, toa) sl Boa Wessley,
Wasn't that your flying car?”

RBon didn't smile. The Howler was
abvipualy s1ill omn his mind,

‘That Lockhart's something. isn't he?
said Justin happily, as they began Alling
their plant pots with dragon - dung eompost.
Awfully brave chap. Have you read his
books® 14 have died of fear if I'd been
canrnered m a talephone box by & werewoll,
bait he stayed coal and — up—justfnnh‘m‘.m.

"My name was down for Evon, vou know, |
ean @ 1ell you how glad | am | exme here
insiead. [ course, moiher was :l.'lighl:l].'
disappointed, but since | made her read
Lockhart's books | think she's begun to see
how useful it'll be to have a Enll_l.- trained
wizard in the family ...

After that they didn’t have much chanes
1o talk. Their earnnaffs were back on and
they needed 10 concentrate on  the
Mandrakes, Professor Sprown hed made it

hok extremely easy, bui §i wasn'i. The
Mandrakes didnt like mmir:g ouwt af the
earth. but didn’t seem 1o want to go back
into it elther. They squirmed. kicked, Nailed
thieir II|1.1:I'F1 little fists and g‘runhcﬂ their
teeth; Harry spent ten whole minuies trying
ti sepaash a particularky fa1 one into a pot,

H_1.' fthe end of ihe class, Jl'.in'_:,l. like
everyone else. was sweaty, aching and
covered In earth. They traipeed back s the
castle for a quick wash amd then the
Cryfhusdors hurried off to Trans fguration.

Professor  MeGonagall's classes  were
ahways hard work, but today was especially
difficult. Everything Harry had learned last
year geemed 1o have leaked ow of his head
during the summer. He was supposed to be
turning a beetle into a button, but all he
managed to do was give his beetls a lot of
exercise as if soutiled over the desk top
avabiling his wand,

B was having [ar worse problems. He
had |1.1l:'|1r~rl upk hiz wamd with some
borrowed Spellotape, but it scemed 1o be
damaged beyond repair, I kopt erackling
and s|1.'|rki'nj; at odd moemends. and EVETy
time Bon pried o rranshgure his beethe i
engilfed him in thick grey smaoke which
smelled of ratten Efpe. LUnahle fa see what
he was doing, Ron accidenially squashed lis
Beetle with his elbow and had 1o ask for a
new one, Professor Melronagall wasn't
pleased.

Harry was relieved 1o hear the lanch bell,
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In spite of his airy tone, there was a look
- of great bicterness on lthfﬂ-;.. _

of his pocket, ‘that getting
times in the neck with a blun
qualify you to join the Head
"Oh — yes,” said Harry, who s
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that it had all been qo

head haul come off iy, | mean, it would
have saved me deal of pain and
ridicule. However ...° ¥ Headless Nick
shook his letter open and read fariously.

Wi can only aerept huntsmen whose heads
have paried compamy with iheir bodies, You will
appreciate thot it would be imposzible otheneise
Jor members to participare in hunr acnivities
such o5 Horsebook Heod-Juggling and Heod
Polo. Itis with the greatest regret, therefore. that
I maiat inform you that yeu de ror fulfil our
requiiremen s, Bith very best wishes, Sir Painick
Delaney-Podmore.”

Fuming. Nearly Headleas Mick snaffed ihe
letter away.

‘Half an inch af gkin and sinew halding
my neck on. Harry! Most people would think
that’s good and beheaded, but oh ne, it's not
enough for Sir Properly Decapitated-
Podmore.

N::rl].' Headless Nick took several dﬁ-.l:
bireaths and then said, ina far calmer tone.
50 = what's bothering you? Amvihing | can
do®

‘Mo, said Harry. "Not unless you know
where we can got seven [ree Nimbus Two
Thousand and Oneg for our maich against
Sy

The restof Harry's sentemnee was drovwned

by a high-pitched mewing from somewhere
near his ankles. He looked down and found
himsell gazing into & pair of lamp-like
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yellow eyes. It was Mes Norris. the skeletal
- greveatwhowas used by the careraker, Argus

Filch, as a sort af deputy in his endless battle
agninet students.

"You'd better get out of here, Harry,” said
Nick quickly. “Filch isn't in a good mood.
Hes gt flu and some  third-vears
midl,-.ntill_:.' plul::rl:d I'm-g hrains all over
the ceiling in dungeon fve: he's been
cleaning all morning. and if he seea you
drippina' mud all over the |1-|IEE 1

"Right.’ said Harry, backing away from the
accusing stars of Mres Norris, buat ot quickly
:nmtg'h. Diravem b thie spat I1_r|= the m}'nrrinu.l.
puwrrlll.ad seemed to eonnedl him with his
foul ean, Argas Filch burst suddenly through
a tapestry io fhrr_:r'u ri;hr. whrui.ng andd
Iooking wildly alout for the rule-breaker.
There was » ihick tsran scarf bound around
his head, and his nose was unusaally purple,

“Filth!" he shouted, his jowls aquiver. his
eves popping alarmingly a8 be polmed
the muddy puddle that had dripped from
Harry's Claidditeh robes. "Mess aml muck
everywlere! ve hial enough of i, T tel] you!
Folbiw me, Potier!’

Sa Harry waved a gloomy goodbye o
Mearly Headless Nick, amd followed Fileh
hack downstairs. doubling the aumber of
mudily fooiprints an the Moo,

Harry bad never been inskde Fileh's offics

' hefore: it was a plnn: miat students ayoided.
“The room was dingy amd windowless, lit by a
sihgle oll lamp dangling lrem the bew cefling,
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A falni amell of fried fish lingered about the
place. Wooden filing cabinets stood arpund
the walls; from their labels, Harry could see
thiat they comained deails of every pupil Filch
had ever punished. Fred and George Weasley
had an entire drawer to themselves, A highly
polihed collection of chaines and manacles
huui'nn thie wall behind Fileh’s desk, It was
common knowledge that he was ahways
begmng Dumbledore o let him suspend
shudenis h_'r1]1.rir ankles l'mmlhrmijing.

Fileh grabbed a quill from a pot an his
deak and began shulfling around locking for
pnmhrn.tnt.

Dung.” he muttered furiously, ‘great
akezling dragon bogies ... frog brains ... rai
intestines ... ['ve had enough of it .., make
anerample ... where's the form ... yes ..

He retrieved & large roll of parchment
froom his desk drawer and stretched i out in
front ol him, dipping his long black quill
into the ink pot,

"Kome ... ]|.‘l|‘.|'"¢' Potter, Criame ,.,"

“It was anlly a bat of sud! " said Harry.

“It's canly & hit of muad 10 vou, bay, bt 10
m it's an extra hour scrubhing!” shouted
Filch. a drip shivering unpleasantly at the
el of his bulbous nose, ‘Crime .., belouling
the castle ... sugpested semtence ...

Dallving at his sireaming nose. Filch
sijuinted unpleasantly at Harry, who wadted
with batexd breath for his sentenee to fall,

But as Fileh lowered his quill, thers was a
grear BANG! on the eeiling of the affice,
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TIE FIEMUC LAES To AN EMMHERSE ADE AS
IT CAN HEGENERATI. AIRFTING INTS FLAT S
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