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ED UP WITH THE SAME OLD ANIMALS? HAD ENOUGH
F-:nF hippos? Bored with bears? Tired of tigers? Do you want
animsals that arg fresh, now and {-m:;-l':ima? Tr-j Lesser Bpotted
Animals. a book about the wonderfully wow wildlife we never
get to see There are hundreds and hundreds of different

animals in the world — big and small, common and rare — but
micst books show -jnu__;.uﬁt a handful of those hundreds. And it's

the some handful over and over again. Its &ime for o book thot's

different — without the same ho-hum, run-cf-the-mill creatures

weTe served day-in-day-out. No pandas, elephants or zebras here

— thig is a book about the weorld s ofther andmals.

Everyones heard of the koala — so cute and grey and fluffy — o nature superstar.
And if it ever became extinct we would ery and weep and wail
But what about the pliea? Hmm? Its cute and grey and fluffy
too, Would we ery and weep and wail if it vanished forgver?
How could we? Mo-one's ever heard of it. Wiw? Because all
the books are full of kealas — and lions and tigers and all the

other usual, regular celebrity creatures we ahwoys see.

Those big-thots have hogged the stage too long. Tt's time to shine the
limelight on some of the alternative animals cut there. From the black-
footed ferret to the ﬁtllaw-f‘qcai-e:l n::-e:.k—u.-m'lul;-d ard hmndl:hina in

betweeen. This book celebrokes some of Ehe Ehousands of mammals Ehok

never get seen and never get talked about even though they are every PO HERFES

bit as amazing or weird or beaukiful as their over-expoted cousins.

Bison are banned = we've got the gargantuan gaur inttead. And wio
needs a gmun:h-j gar-ll-:: wihen you can have the seldom seen solencdon

with all its nosious slobber. Mo meek iHle house mouwse in Ehis book eikher,

Jua'.l': a rerciless marsuplal mouse thot eats meek little house mouses.

NI BSOEN

Discover all the brilliant beosts you never knew you needed to know about — it's goodbye
to the gnu and cheerio to the cheetah — say hi to the hirola and nice fo meet you to
the numbat.

The world of Lesser Spotted Animals starts here!
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TI {E NUMBAT™S OTHER NAME IS THE BANDED ANTEATER, WHICH
% ,FEME You THC{;QHTJ is @ little curious in that it is banded etc but it doesn't really eat ants.

MEERKATS WERE CUTE Itz digt congisks almest mE-rqIH of termiter — and lots of them — r'-'-u-dl;--:a- Fi 14

mary as 20,000 a day! The rumbat uses its sharp claws to open the termite s
tunnels before licking up the tiny insects ingide with a long sticky tongue.

However, becouse termites have soft litkle bodies, it doesn't need to chew

Erera, gven {-hr:m-ah it s +'|FE-:| teeth, whizh is morg tHhan arny otiner raarsupial. e

| USE NUMBAT TOOTHPASTE FOR
CLEANER, WHITER TEETH e

The great pity about this unique creature is that there are so few of them, There are
probably only about a thousand or so left in the wild and the numbers are dropping.
There are more giant pandas than there are numbats but its the big black and

wihite guys that get all the attention ond cameras and queues ot the zoos. So

spare a thought for the just as vulnerable numbat — the banded not-anteater, s—.
EIANT PANTH

SIZE: & bit BHgEar than 8 Junes piE STATUS: ancdangerad

WHAT THEY EAT: termites AMD: it’s a marsupial
Baut it dhsasn't have

WHERE THEY LIVE: =mall areas of dry wosdland in 8 poinch. Baby

South 'Wast Australla (and also pow In two resarves niambats just

on the gther side of the country whene thay have harwe To cling on

recently been reintroduced] = for four months!
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CUBAN SOLENODON

Shaggy Caribbean insectivore with a toxic bite

HE CUBAN SOLENODON I5 AN EXTREMELY EARE CEEATURE. AFTER BEING
Td-scavered by Europeans in 1861, very few were ever captured and studied. In the
:--ﬂh{--:-$q:|1r years Between 1590 and 1974 mone wore .:*.uurdhé at all Eu:-r-jnr.r H'-;:luE Mt
they were extinct. Buk then o few were spotted in the more remote parts of Cuba

and in 2002 eng was ::-:ughlz. gxamined and released back into the ju ngl-:*. It waas Found

to be a clunsy, sluggish animal — with a foul temper! Not surprising. I suppose

If :jr:a..'-'i been snatched from your home then poked and prodded and stargd

at for a few days. you might be a bit narky ool

But the solenodons scarcity is not the only reason it's rare. It's also one of the very few
marraals with a polsonous bite. I has venorous saliva, wihich
runs into its bitken prey through grooves in bwo of the
solendon’s lower front teeth. Deadly dribble. GROOVY
TOXIC TOOTH
They live in family groups in burrows or hollow logs. They are nocturnal and, although
'.=uﬂ-.3i".ﬁ_ can alimb quite wiall, Sa perhaps, between 1EGD and 1974 l'h-:-'-e waarg thare

but just underground, in the dark, or up a tree

SIFE: about s big as a amall cat STATUS: endangered. Dogs and cats threaten
tha fesw that are laft

WHAT THEY EAT; insects, spiders, womms, lands,

roods and frult AMD: the sclenodon
is nod irmmune to s

WHERE THEY LIVE: tropical forest and woddland own poison and could

of pastam Cuba i after a fight with
ancihar solanodon

ALSCL 1 HAVE A VERY FLEXIBLE
MOSE. DUE TO A SPECIAL BALL"
AMD=SOCKET JOINT N MY SHOUT.
SEE=NOT JUST A PRETTY FACL
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