
 

   
  
  

 

 
 

Opening extract from 
Axel Scheffler's Flip Flap Ocean 

 

Written and illustrated by 

Axel Scheffler 

 

Published by 

Nosy Crow Ltd 
All Text is Copyright © of the Author and/or Illustrator 

 

 Please print off and read at your leisure. 

 



It’s a

My beak and tail are powerful,
but don’t be scared of me!

I click and whistle as I swim

and have fun in the sea. 

I love to dive and race my friends –

I’m never, ever slow.

My fins and flippers help me to

control which way I go.
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Click !
Cl i ck !

Cl ick !

Cl i ck !

It’s a
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My sturdy shell protects me from 

the dangers in the sea. 

It’s hard and wide, which means that

no one else will munch on me!

My flippers are like paddles and

they help me to swim fast.  

But if there was a race on land, 

I’m slow, so I’d come last. 

Padd le !

Padd le !

Padd le !
Padd le !



It’s a
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I like to snap my pincers.

Please don’t think I’m being rude!

My sense of smell is excellent –

that’s how I find my food!

I use my long and spindly legs

to cross the sandy bed.

And sometimes I propel myself

the other way instead.

Clack !
Clack !

Clack !
Clack !

It’s a
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You’ll see my fin from far away 

as it stands up so tall. 
My jaws are full of pointy teeth – 

I’ve hundreds all in all! 

I must keep swimming all the time

and if I stop, I’ll sink.

Just you try swimming on and on – 

it’s harder than you’d think!
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Snap!
Snap!

Snap!
Snap!




