Lovereadingd4kids.co.uk
is a book website
created for parents and
children to make
choosing books easy
and fun

Opening extract from
Tyrannosaurus Drip

Written by
Julia Donaldson

[llustrated by
David Roberts

Published by
Macmillan Children’s Books

All Text is Copyright © of the Author and/or Illustrator

Please print off and read at your leisure.

L@vereadmg hl!



The idea of a dnosour egg hatching sut in the wrong nest had been in my
mind for years before | octually wrote Tyrannofaurus Drip, At first | planned
far two eggs to be swapped. and that the twe baby dinotaurs would become
friends even though their famifies hated each ether - a bit like Romes and
Juliet! But then | thought that might be a bit corny, so | decided there
would be just one egg.

A Note from the Auther JULIA DONALDSON DAVID ROBERTS
Next | had te think of a trick for Drip te play. and | came up with the idea that

he could trick the tyrannosourus family with their own reflections ina river, But %
- that meant that the duckball dinosaurs and the tyranncsauruses would have
« tolive on different sides of the river. How would the duckbill egg start on one
side and travel to a nest ocross the river? That kept me owake for a while until |
dreamed up the compsognathus: she could steal the egg and swim with it. That
solved the prablem and | was ready to ga.
o o,

Once | started writing | realised | wanted a kind of chorus, so | introduced the
dinosaur chants, When | act out the story on the stage | get the audience to
recite the duckbill chants - and | give semeans the special job of hatching sut
the dinosaur egg!
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My son Alastair is very geod at acting pesr lithle Drip, but the treuble is that
his doughter Poppy sometimes cries when she sees the tyrannosouruses being
mean to him, $o | can't cast Alastair too often

If you'd like some hints on acting out the story ot home of in a classroom,
you could take a leok at www, picturebookplays.co.uk, which i a website

| created when | was the Children's Laureate and which has lots of ideas
for dramatising picture books, You con even see a video of o class

performing Tyrannosaurus Drip.

OF course the story wouldn't be the same without David Reberts’s wonderful
pectures. | love how David uses cool greens for the duckbills and orange and
reds for the T Rexes, and the way he has given the T Rex mum an overlapping
top jow while the dad’s bottom jow sticks out. He's a very thoughtiul and clever
illustrater.

So I'd ke to thank David, ond alse to wish Tyrannosourus Drip
a happy tenth birthdoy,

MACMILLAN CHILDREN'S BOOKS
Julia Damaldson
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Ina swamp beside a river, where the land was thick with veg, And they hooted, “Up with rivers!” and they hooted, “Up with reedsl”
Lived a herd of duckbill dinosaurs who roamed the water's edge. And they hooted, “Up with bellyfuls of juicy water weeds!™



Now across the rushy river, on a hill the other side, But the two Tyrannosauruses, so grisly, mean and grim,

Lived a mean Tyrannosaurus with his grim and grisly bride. Couldn’t catch the duckbill dinosaurs because they couldn't swim.
And they shoubed, “Up with hunting!™ and they shoubed, “Up with warl” And they muttered, “Down with water!” and they mubbered, "Down with weli”
And they shouted, “Up with bellyfuls of duckbill dinosaur!” And they muttered, “What a shame that bridges aren't Invented yet.
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Now u little Compsognathus (but for short we'll call her Comp) And murmured, “Clever mel”
Found a duckbill egg and stole it from a nest beside the swamp. And, “Won't the baby Comps be thrilled
with duckbill egg for ...

And she swam with ik,
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She dropped the eqg in terror
and went running for her life

From the mean Tyrannosaurus

and his grim and grisly wife.

NMow the mother T had great big jows
and great enormous legs,
But her brain was rather little
and she couldn't count her eggs.
And she sang, “Hatch out, my terrors,
with your scaly little tails
And your apiky little toothies
and Hour scary little naijls”





