WELCOME @ THIS BOOK !

Ouwr lives matter. This book is a love lefter to our ancestors and to the next
generafion of black changemakers, in the spirit of the song “To Be Young,
Gifted and Black.”

The iconic song was written by one of the musicians in this book, Mina
Simone. She dedicated it to her friend, Lorraine Hansberry —the first black
woman to write o Broodway play. She wrote the song as a Iribute fo
Lorraine's speech The Nafien Meeds Your Gifts ™ which she gove 1o young
black creative writers.

When | first started writing, | was unsure about sharing my stories publicly.
My late grondfother, who wos born in 1911 and grew up in o segregated
community, come fo me in a dream. He said: “Go fo Mew York. Write.
Write the books you needed when you were younger.” He saw whal | could
be, before | could understand the depth of my potential.

Far Andrea, the experience of illustrating this book while expecting o baby
boy crysiallized the impertance of books that show people whe lock like
him. We wish for every child who encounters Young, Gifted and Black to
know that the world needs your “gifts,” thot they are more than enough,
and that we see your greatness today, tomarrow, and beyond.

We both believe in the power of creating what we need to see. The books
we read and the medio we consume deeply inflvence our understanding of
who we are and what we can be—if you can’t see it you can’t be it. They
also impoct how we understand each other, And although a lot has changed
since Lorraine’s speech and Mina's song were written, the stories in movies,
in school, and on television often show a limited view of the achievements
and stories of people of color.

All children deserve 1o see themselves represented positively in stories. That's
why we're highlighting the talent and contributions of black changemakers
fram areund the world —for readers of all backgrounds to discover.

This book is a beginning and not an end. We're inviting you on a journey
through time, across borders, and even through space [with astronaut Maoe
Jemisonl] that provides a small but mighty snapshet of the infinite amount
of celebrated and unsung heroes worldwide, including yourselves and the
pecple you care about.

Let’s loak to the lessons of the past while imagining what's pessible when we
dare o be beld, While each of the 52 visionary leaders we've highlighted
has unique strengths and have endured varicus heartbreaks and triumphs,
they share their fearless pursuit of the dreams they had as a child.

We hope that you're just as encouroged by the arfists, activists, doers,
makers, healers, and dreamers who bravely poved the way for us to have
a brighter future,

Jamia Wilson & Andrea Pippins
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ANDRen PIPPINS




Heroine of the Crimean
War, Mary Seaccle,
pioneered os o

HUnsE who cared for
British scldiers at the

bottlefront.

Az a child, young Mary learned
about Caribbean medicine from
Fier mather, o free Block Jomaican
woman, A motyral healer, the
procliced nursing dolls and pats
before tending to humans.

By 1834, Mary was laing in
london when the suflering of
sobdiers in the Crimean YWar went
pueblic, A1 the start of the war,
har opplicalion 1 join Flgrence
Highlingola's nursing leam was
rejected = like mary others who
waors refused dus to thair roco or
chazs. Determired i help, Mary
pd ber aursing skills b vie and
ween b war at her own expense.

In 1835, she built e Brimsh
Haoted near Baloblowa o care
for injured soldiers. She helped
contin the cholora oubreck by
duslributing remedies in haospiali
an the Crimean frontlines.

Although she passed in
1881, “Madher 5..:?‘ it
remembered for bravely running
a business, l.im:"':.r :nririﬂ- o
il ond injured worors, and
debying discnmination dwing an
era when block women's mghbs
wore limiled.

Matthew Alexander Henson was the first
African-American Arctic EXpLORIR.
He made six exploration voyages over the
course of 18 years.

Born o poor Benant farmers who poised away
durireg his childhood, Matthew became a dishwashes
at janey's HomeCooked Meals Colé ko support
himsalf whan he wos obowt eleven years old, Cne
ol his favorile ports of the woik wai learning about
the customers' lives. He was especially interested in
sailars and oy inforasting woyoges.

Aged 12, he walked loaty miles from his bome b

Bslimare o work on o merchonl bool, Once he was
hired, he learned how 1o read and wrile from the
ship's coptoin. Absoys odvenburous, Motthew soiled
ol arcund the weedd

In 1890, he joined voyager Roberd Peary's first Arclic
expedition ooross the northern tip of Greenlond, He
wignt on o cover almast 10,000 miles on dogsleds
oerass. Gresnland and Canada,

Matthow's leam mode hisrnrg,r I:qr bnu-cn:uning thie first
axplorers 1o reach the Maorth Pole in 1909, Maithaw
declared, .I Think I'lr The firsd man 1o 5if
on Top of The world ”
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Ava DuVernay was the first black
female FILY DIZECTOR to win

a Golden Globe Award, and the
first African American to win Best
Director at the 2012 Sundance
Film Festival,

As a child, Ava grew wp near Complon, a
mastly black ond Latine city in southern los
Angebas County. Throughou! ta schesl yaar,
ihe atlended an allgirls Cathalic schesl, and
discovered her love of mowies while waiching
films with her Aunt Denise,

Hwa alten visited her hather's chilfhood hame

Bessie Caleman was an were gapentive, and Bessie hod ko leave

_.lliilllll'- * * o

in Hoynewille, Alabomo dwing summer
vn:min:ll:ul. Later, Dwwernoy sasd I"Enl Irips ha A#EH0Y PILOT, and the first ANt cougang only o Wimchus o
hotr .Fan"-t-r't .hnmaluwn inspivad o Oscar African Americon and Mative Aged 23, Bassie heord stories. from Weorld
nominated him Saima, about marches for American to stage o public War One pilols during her job as o &
voter equality in the 1940s. 'Higl'ﬁ. manicurist, Their odventures inspired her,

3 Since U5, Hight schools denled women
g : pUh';:l‘!-l hatfad 1|||'|'|I"I'H3!h?ll’.. -ql.l'lE'lr'lﬂ; Cine of 13 kids, Bassie rakked FIE}I' foun and hluthl-{lﬁll:.'. Basssa becoms o licenusd
:::Ll:rr;'inn.r EFtw:ud:?selsuns;::Ig”;Tm::rs hours @ day o her oherooem schosl in pilet n Fn::-u:n Although a .cu:uh ended

- : Fewas. Abways a high flyer, the excelled at the aviator's dreom of opening o schocl .'
= B' r"“"“f* ond wore formard mothematics and recding. When she wasn't tor block Hiers, her legocy confinues. Mae
with yuste every single hosr of every o studying, she helped cut on hor fomily farm Jomisen, the fird black lemale astranau in
single dli*l endif e Fravh T af, g and aiended chieeh, Har dalarminaian and spoce, brought @ phata of ‘Ernn ﬁlﬂ:ﬁ' [ » ]
drive led b her gaining a place at Langsion oh har hirsd mission
' University in Oklohoma. But college feas .
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Barack Hussein Oboma served
as the BYTH PRISIDEAT

OF THE UHITED STATES

OF ANZRICA. He was the
nation’s first African American
president,

Borock Obomo wos born 82 o
Eenyam scomomist ond am  Amaricon
anthrepalagist in Honaldy, Hawaii, He
spent his childhood aBending school
and playing basketball in Hawaii and
Indompsin, His aaperianoes growing up in
Cathalic and Muslim schools axpanded
his woddview, be soid H_I bemefited
from s l'liﬂf‘rlii-u'f*l of enferes ﬂl‘f
off fod me,”

Barack studied al Oecidental College,
Columbia University. Aler groduation, he
want an bo work 03 0 commanity crganizer
i Chu;n}g{; balarn ann;lling af Mareand
Law School. Aker this, he warked a8 a
ciwil rights loweyer and professor, penned
Dreams of My Fafber, o porsonal skory
aboul racn and iantty, and served o o
Senotor in lllineis

His commitmert b public service and
grosuocts ongonizing secured his beo
elaclion vicharied as president,

Michelle Oboma is o LATTZR
who served as the 3UTH FlesT
LADY ©F THE URITEZD S8TATES
[FLOTUS). She pioneered as
the First African American
FLOTUS.

Michelle LoVouwghn Robinson was bom
and raised in Chacoga’s South Side. She
lived in @ tiny bungobow with her pannts
ond her older braother. A3 a part of o
supportive fomily whao valued reading ond
aducanion, bath Michells and har bagthar
meresd larward a gmda al seksal

Heor ocodemic excollence brought her 1o
Chicago’s first magnel schood for gifed
kids, whare she grodested o salulalorian.
She went on o shedy af Princedon Univer sity
and Horvard Low School, She said *Fer

e edueilion wisg FEREL,

Micholle worked a3 o lowper, cily
adminisralern, and a community oulreach
prafessicnal. As First Lody, she becams
known @5 a riveting public specher,
fashion icon, and odvocate for milagey
families, heolh and wellness couies

Borack and Michelle Obama hows
boon momed since 1992 ond have twa
doughters called Malia and Sasha.
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CHIMAMANDA
NGOZI ADICHIE

Seplemben 15,1977 ENUGY, NIGERIA
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Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
is a MacArthur Genius Grant
ATARn FHNE AT HOE,
Her writing has been
translated inte 30 languages.

Chimamanda grike up in Enuﬂu_ siz8h-
et Migeria, ai o o six chaldren. Har
Father was o safishics professar and her
mother wos the University of Migeria®s
firsl  woman r{.giﬂrﬂr. Chimamando
began reading when she waa four, and
storted wriling s 20on o she could spell

The mojority of the books she reod in
kar waily bile bocused on Brlish gnd
Amarican characlers, who dide't reflect
ker realitg in Migeria, Althcugh these
books Influsnced har warky wrifing, shay
wrys bor discovery al Abscan authon
kelped her I?r-ﬁ'n Flaf lpu-lp.l"l- wihe
s l.t'ﬂr .i'p'.h - ulﬂ Hi‘l im j:l-ll-#!.'. &
This inspired har to amplity her disting

cutural voice.

Famaus far her lectures and wrihl‘lg fa ezl
gender equality and te volue of diverss
storyielling, the outhos of W Showld AN

Bs Fominishs and Americanoh, opons
mindi ane shody af a B,
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As the sixth fastest woman of all time, Cathy
Freeman made headlines for being o
CHAMPIDE SFEINITERE.

Whan Cathy Freamsn's ‘.nrn:l-,' noliced  har running labond, har

e e ulgl_-d hr 1o lﬂﬁ'«'E'{l[_‘l Fanr akill, & mamber of the Kby llI'r_|||:||'|ii
pecple, Cathy faced hardship due to econamic inshability and rocial
discriminotion. In primary school, she wos denied medals that were
givan o whidg g:lh avnn whon she surpossed tham on the Fegld

Despite roadblocks, she persisied:  Jee gof o fry and reach for fhe
stars or Try and achjovs The snreachable, A scholarship pesiioned
her to compaie of i Motional School Chompionships, This poved tha
iy ke wims in the Ausiralian Maticnal Clﬂmpiumhim and the Werld

Juniar Games.

Cothy mode history os the firsk m:‘luﬂnnnu; Australion lo compoeds in
Py ﬂ|:.'rr-|}:{s Hoad |rl.‘.|i||:||l::.:in-g adhiviby fiied awaraneid aboul iddued
impacting indigerous people. When she won the Clympic gald medal in
2000, she ran her victary lop barefoot o3 a tribute i her heritoge
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Known as “the plant doctor,”
sCIENTIET George Washington
Carver devised over 100
products using peanuts as his
only crop.

George  ‘Washington Carver was  bom
inta shavery in Diomond Growe, Missouri
d-.-rmg the Ciwil ‘War, A1 one weak ofd. he
wis kidnopped by cullaws. He evenlually
returned 8o his birthploce jowards the and
of the war

Geodge was o sickly child, wo be Pocused
an household chores and gordening. When
slovery wias abolished, he leomed o read
and write from the fomily thar foremarly
andlowed him.

Aher being rejecied from college due o
descriminabion, he shedd arl, plang, and
balaiy in lows. He wenl an b bacama fhi
first block studend and teacher ot lwa Siole
Callege,

George's success bed ham o direcl the
departmert of ogriculere at the Tuskegee
Instityte, His findings ond invenfions helped
poor colton Formors odopd their crops and
improne their health. Time magaziee called
him ek L!--r«lhll'-. “ it refaencs 1o he
Bolion artist and invertor Leonarde do Winci,
e his -grmmd-l}fe{:!nng {.gn{-..llurul artiiry,
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BLACKMAN
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Renowned AUTHO# of more than &0
books, including the Noughts and
Crosses series, Molorie Blackman was
the U.K.'s Children's Laureate.,

The doughter of Bajon parents, Malorie Blockman was
barn in London. A lover of lilerahwe, she reod aoll of
the childron's books in her locol librory by oge 11,
inchading ame ol hor lovesite tesh, C5 Lown' The
Lilver Chair.

.ﬁgtd 2B, Malarie published ker hrsl book, Mot 5o
Stupid, after warking as a syslems programmer. Before
she found o publisher, her manwscript was rejected
et B limes

Her porsisience drove ber sucoess o3 o prolific wriker,
and o5 the UK. first block Children's Loureale. During
kar tenure, o Oificer of the Order of the Briish Empire
called far mare diversity in children’s books. She said,
"Rn.irfn, Jf am PEFFE{EF 4B u-rlp--f."__' af PEFFEIEE
1] nm’.h'rlg LETLIIT 1] rhrls ffr- [T ||"-r a nl"i.l"r, 7
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