Down with
the Shah!

lran, 1570

Most begin with an oppressive
government - almost always an

undemocratic one that’s hard to get

The deeply unpopular Shah was
rid of by other means. For example... ( Iy npop

overthrown in 1979.)

Typically, there’s an immediate crisis - or several - that whips up people’s anger to
a fever pitch, until they can't bear things the way they are. For example...

The aristocrats
and King Lonis

are living it ap
while we starve!

(The French Revolution began in 1789. King Louis XVI was executed in 1793.)

Boit & revolubion Cuba, 1953 - revolutionary leader, Fidel Castro,

to be successful, led a band of rebels against the government.

it takes people
who are prepared Attack, comrades!
to stand up to the - .
government - and
evien die = to bring

about change.

Many of them died, or were captured and tortured.
But others took up the struggle, and Castro's fighters
finally beat the government in 1959,

Tunisia, 2010-11

For a revolution to succesd,
it helps if the army and
police decide to take the When people were
side of the revolutionaries. protesting against the
For example... president, during the
Tunisian revolution, the
army refused orders to
shoot at them.

Often, there’s a charismatic
leader who's good at
persuading people to take
action and put their lives
at risk. For example...

The revolution lasted a couple more months,
until the dictator-like president was removed.

ﬂ

Toussaint Louverture Emiliano Zapata Lenin
(Haitian revolution, 1890s) {Mexican revolution, 1910)  (Russian revelution, 1917)
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People also need to know what they want to replace the old government with.
Democracy? Communism? Theocracy?

Tunisians lining up to
After our president vote in a Presidential
stepped down, a temporary election in 2014
government took over. By
the end of 2011, we had
our first free, democratic
alections. I hope we'll
remain & democracy.

[New democracies can be fragile.)



Sharing power

Representatives have to work together to make all kinds of decisions.
To prevent any one person from having too much power, most
democracies split up the government’s responsibilities across three
groups, often called branches.

Executive branch
Carries out - or executes m The executive branch
- policies and laws. A E usually has to approve
| = any new laws, and can
It's often a single person, often propose them
such as a president or prime - but it can't create
minister, with the help of a them. That's the job of
group called a cabinet. the legislative branch...
Laulslatlva branch
=3
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Makes new laws and gets rid of The legislative branch is usually made up
old laws (called legislation), of elected representatives, split into groups
and discusses policies - ideas known as political parties. People in rival
for how to make society work, parties often disagree with each other.

Judicial branch

Makes sure the other two a
branches aren't breaking any qf) GE’ ": 7
rules, especially rules from ‘ A ‘

a national constitution.

Ensures that everyone in the country, Usually made up of a small group
including the leader, obeys the same set of of judges - expert lawyers - who
laws, or faces the same punishments. are appointed, not elected.

How the three branches work together

In the legislative branch, new laws are debated...

There's too much ltter! Bomeone suggested making a
law bo stop manafacturers using too much puekaging.
Let’s debate swhether that's a god iden,

2his is & great Who will This is & terrible idea because...
idea because.., beneht?
A Let's have
f.‘_ - o trinl ran,
ques.hm This part of the process
is what peaple often
,,jg-];a.te Is thiz what moat think of when they

q peaple aotaally

i hear the word “politics’
want?

I ngree!

argue uﬂ

Can zrml.gi'-'-: us Eﬂ"""?""*"‘? It doesn't sonmd
& A some avidence? very practical
P lil

After the debate, there's a vote...

Yes Ma
All those in
favour? E . ‘ N ﬁ ﬁ E
In the executive branch, laws are put into action... Cabinet

And we'll put it into practice.
0K, I'll sigm the

new lnw to make ‘
"W '
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it official ig" =
‘% Vidl "W

In the judicial branch...

We're going to check that
the new law doesn't go
We've had complaints against their rights,

B o e T This is the part that makes

Sune mo ome person, or

ﬁé branch of government, can
: do whatever it likes.
o
(e .




Who's in charge?

‘Who’s in charge? is one of the biggest political questions in large
societies. The answer is important, because whoever's in charge

gets to tell everyone what to do. You don't always have to do what
someone else tells you to, but it's hard to say ‘no’ to people who have
power or authority.

A person with power can force you to do things by making you scared.

Give me I'll beat you up if
your money!

. Uh... I guess I
you dow's. have to then.
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Why shonld I?

A person with authority doesn't have to force you, usually because you're
part of a bigger group that has already agreed that he or she is allowed to
tell you what to do.

Who has authority?

In a fair society, the people in charge need to have authority, not

just power. The political system will only work if most people agree
that those in charge are allowed to tell everyone what to do.

Think about all the people who might tell you what to do.
How many of those actually have authority? What do you think?

Quiet in the
hallway!

Eal ].'I:II.I:I'1|.i.I.‘|:II.E:I'! Paszs me the ball!
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ents Principal Team captain
Like my ;
Pay your taxes. status update! Ak ' up

Give ma
your money!

Why shanld I?

Becauge the whole alags agreed I'
collect money for the school charity
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Oh sarry,
I forgot.,

Fair enough.
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Fresident Facebook friends Armed robber
Gimme your Look at me! Show me some ID.
shoes! Look at ma!
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Bullies Younger brother Police officer

and sister



Absolute monarchy Controlling the nobles

Louis” biggest problem was to see off challenges from France’s noble families.

Absolute monarchy or absolutism describes a government where T B e e N T s o e i

all of the power is in the hands of a king or queen, a style of politics s R T e e Rl 5iten
common in 17th and 18th century Europe. One of the most famous likely to rebel against him. So, he ordered the troublesome ones to come to live
absolute monarchs was King Louis XIV of France (1643-1715). He used at his palace in Versailles, where he could control their lives.
all kinds of tricks to hold onto as much power as he could.

The nobles had to attend to ...l might.

him from morning... Your tea,

Your bedtime story,
Four majesty.

my bord,

My methods
achisve
abzolntely
fabulons results!
j A R— He also made life at court very expensive,..
. X f I o a M ~ Hmph.
- Hllu - | mm" Ho time to schema, Here's tha dress Ten formal
 Louis built a grand palace, Louis updated France's , aodw far/hiy ity
and commissioned portraits tax system so l-.‘mtmm-e R BOAROL. T cart afford fi!
~ that made him look like a money went straight 4 J prr
! powerful ruler. to him. v - A e
kN ¥ — —— - N , L
Loyal advisors
Intimidation y _ , A i
: 2 In the past, the king's advisors came from
Louis used his power to noble families - rich and powerful people. Many nobles got into debt, and had to ask Louis for money. A
crush his -DPWI'LH‘IES within Instead, Louis hired less wealthy people. This made them dependent on him. Besides having no time Eh‘;é and v-:-ur.
Fr.mu:e,_espeuallyﬁpen]?'le who That meant they relied on the king for to plot against him, they couldn't afford to, either. enemies poor, I say!
disagreed with his their position in society, so were less likely
Catholic faith. to disagree with him.
Pleasze? Pleasa? Can we borrow just a little?
Divine justification Centralization
When Louis was born, his parents had Before Louis, remote places in France
been trying to have a baby for 23 years. often had their own laws and tax
So people thought he was a gift from God, systems. Louis brought the whole
and Louis believed it too. He claimed that country under the control of the
God had given him the right to rule. central government.




