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. ho are the 40 greatest players in football
: history? It's a difficult question to answer
. because there are so many criteria involved in
i selecting the best players.

Forexample,youcould basetheselection justontechnical
skills, or on players who have scored the most goals -
or who have conceded the least. You could also choose
players who have won individual awards or those who
have won titles with their club or national team. There's
no perfect selection method... apart from the one in this
book of course!

Over the pages in this book, you can find out about
legendary players such as Pele, the King of Football,
and attacking midfielder Zinedine Zidane. Their studs
have left an indelible mark on the beautiful game. But
you can also read about today's stars, like Lionel Messi
and Cristiano Ronaldo, as well as rising talents such as
Antoine Griezmann, Paul Pogba and Eden Hazard.
It's also very important to include the top female players.
For over a century, women's teams and star players
like Mia Hamm, Marta and Nadine Angerer have been
part of the football world, but they have only recently
been properly recognised.

The players in this book create an amazing line-up. It
would be almost impossible for a coach to choose the 11
best players from this impressive selection. Some very
talented players would be left on the bench!
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“ THE PASSING OF TIME

Over the years,

his nickname changed
from the Blond Arrow

to the Divine Bald One. -

Alfredo
Di Stéfano
went on to
coach at a series

of top clubs, \

including Boca

The biggest star at the triumphant

Juniors,
Real Madrid of the 1950s, King Pele © Valence CF,
' ; i Sté : © River Plateand
himself considers Alfredo Di Stefano ;. Rver Plateand _ _ ONLY REGRET
: : Real Madrid. -
to be the greatest footballer of all : : Pie .
. . . . : : 7 |
tlme. A Charlsmatlc |eader, he was a ............................. , // St;;;r;dglol:’:;]lzjiz
playmaker as well as a prolific centre ! Y in the 1962 World Cup.
forward, notching up the highest : : : ; He never took part
number of goals in three different | =ov : : i - ;hefb'giesnt evelr;t
h . hi H | h Di Stéfano : in the football world.
championships. e always chose : 7 " e, .
to use his amazing skills to help his HONOURS QUICKSILVER . ARGENTINIAN
teammates ratherthar) show off. Under 30 7 SN D Stefano was the rén-lli?e::::::
the guidance of their maestro, The (1947) master of the dribble and camesand |
Whites — Real Madrid's nickname - ganleS Wl'th Argentinian the short pass. . Ginternational
reigned supreme over European €a ?;Z”;P;;T;iP | Agoa'sfor :
. D —— t :
football and become the best club in (1945,1947) | s
: . I international
the world. Colombian 1 games and
: : Championship : c
: : 1 i 23 goals for Spain :
E .......................................................... ; .......................................................... (1949’ 1951’ 1952) ‘ S g
: — \ DATES :
Spanish \ Bornin1926
THE KILLER THE HIGHPOINT Championship '\ ity B
COMPLIMENT C 10 1960. when Alfredo Di (1954, 1955, 1957, N :
S ~ : L . . 1958, 1961, 1962 POSITION
| don't know |FJ was a bett/er . Stéfano played in one of his 1963.1964) Attacker
player than Pgle, but Di Sté- . most glgrious ﬁnals, scoring ’ MAIN CLUB
fano was definitely betterthan ¢ a hat-trick against German E‘;\rOPe.a” Clube Real Madrid =~ :
him." Diéso Marad . : . ampion Clubs e .
im." Diego Maradona § team Eintracht Frankfurt. Cup (1956, 1957,

!
Real won the match 7-3! 1958, 1959, 1960)




3 WHAT NEXT

HONOURS

World Cup finalist
(1954)

Olympic gold
medal (1952)

. = WORLD CITIZEN

7 He also played
four matches
f with the Spanish

I national team.

HUNGARIAN
THEN SPANISH
85 international

games and
84 international
goals for

Hungary

European “ 4 international

: Champion Clubs’ \ games for Spain

: Once he became  Cup (1959, 1960, \ DATES

. \

\
: getting the Elﬁngar'ian ’ Diedin 2006
....................................................................................... . modest club armpronsnip POSITION

: Panathinaikos 1(199555?’ 1952,1954, Attacker
A key tactician for the Hungarian |  tothefinl P MAINCLUBS
national team, who lost only one OéjquoepZ? S:Pha"iSh_ . . Budapest Honvéd, :

_ ‘ BRI l : Real Madrid
match between 1950 and 1956’ the . Champion (1961, 1962, 1963,
World Cup final! - Ferenc Puskas was | ClubsCup.  1964,1965) F WL E Lo AR,
alSO a Stal" Player at Real Madrld at a .............................
time when they dominated European :
football. He formed a formidable ; ===
double-act with Di Stefano, the pair of
them a constant goal-scoring threat. In
1960, Real won the European Cham- e
. , . . goals
pion Clubs Cup against Eintracht 262 .
Frankfurt with three goals from Di official matches i UNLUCKY
Stéfano and four from Puskas. with Real ) Playing with an ankle
LY . P
. ) inury, Puskas lost the
-1 1954 World Cup ,I
final against /
West Germany. e
PLAYER AND SOLDIER DOUBLE VICTORY \ FORMIDABLE -

At the start of his career,
Puskas was the key player

On25November1953, Hungary

became the first team from conti-
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a dangerously accurate

at Budapest Honveéd, the nental Europe to beat England p“;kés y and ultra-powerful left foot.
Hungarian Army's official club. at home, with a historic match at Womn;dael if

Tbis was when he acquir‘ed Wembley Stadium. The Mighty the Helsinki

his nickname, the Galloping Magyars won 6-3, with two goals Olympic

Major, in reference to the from Puskas. Six months later, Games.

rank he was given.

the English suffered a humiliating
defeat in Budapest, losing /-1.

The galloping major





