- Built to Do Battle

Another male Triceratops, a young challenger,
approaches the herd leader. The challenger lowers
his head and shakes his great frill so its colours stand

Palaeontologists hawv
r evidence. Bu

out. The Ieudeqr’aﬁn&hd'&hy_lﬂwe‘ring hisheadand A : SN | huge plant-eater, and how we kno
shuwingnffhisim fril. N B TR S AR
L ﬁﬂ_;’ " = .
cUafn OZ Sy B ol
1.1-?‘5"_'-", P R

The two great beasts move together, Their’hpmi lock

into one another, They shove and turn, eachtrying “.:'.', {
to push his opponent away from the herd. Whoever wins
this battle will take the lead of the small herd, and claim mating
rights with the fermales. With a final enormous push, the contest
is won. The challenger backs off, defeated.




‘Meet Triceratops

With a massive elephant-sized body, Triceratops was
the biggest of the ceratopsians.

Triceratops’s front legs were shorter than its back legs. This suggests it
evolved from two-footed ancestors that only walked on their strong bock
legs. Its elbows were bent. Scientists know this from studying Triceratops
trackways preserved in rock. The tracks show that its front feet were slightly
further apart than the back feet.

From the curve of Triceratops's ribs, we can see that its ribeage was very
wide and barrel-shaped. This tells us that just like a modern-day cow,
Triceratops had a very large digestive system. It probably had more
than one stomach and many metres of intestines. This was needed
because digesting plant material is a longer and
maore complicated process than digesting meat.,
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