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The World Today
Maps are wonderfel ways fo belp us think abou the wenld,
This i o wap of the sworld in the early 217 century. Jt does
not fell us much absed what people think of eack sther or
ahat is going on in the world but you can sill learm a ot by

studying it, and considering why we kosw 53 muwch more

wbevd scme parts of ibe workd than othry. 2 ( |
= g = 14 o
2 Zams o




Introduction

hen | was a hL‘I‘:r' | had a map on my bedroom wall. 1 used to stare at it

when | woke up in the moming and before bediime. admiring the size of the
contiments and the oceans, looking at the lotion of the mountain ranges. deserts and
Favers, aned Eryisng i meharise the names of all the countries and (heir .,-:.Eul;l. Al ies,

An schoal, | learned a ko about the b nllm} and |,:r':|-|{:a|:|:qr o the country

and continenl where | lived. 1 loved Il.'.il'll.lt'lg abaan Beitain and abaut
Eurcpe. But when | spoke with my parents, it was often about things
elsewhere that | felt | should know about. In many parts of the
world, people were fighting each other — and | could not understand
“.]I.'!.'. Places were |_-l|;||||.!.:ir|::_:. rAmelimes In a Wiy that was H_‘ﬂ-ull
and sometimes in s Wy that was bad, Whesn | Hstenmed 1o the
mews, | realised thar millions of [ln‘blr]r'a lives woaild e albecred
either way.

We study history to understand the past, bat also 1o try 1o help
explain the present, History is a bit like tracing back your footsteps
ard r:r}iu!_lr 16 work gl ow sl wh:r bt towak a |1.'l|.'|:||'|,:||.;|r roule

1o whers FeH RAFE Filrs HlHIHIII'IH. In & lt'l!rln.lll'l!,: arsl r:.l'llll'l!{ [2E]

look st bndividual murns or '.I:rim :ﬂ'bu. muade, but it can also e

rey :-::]:ing 1o book at the jnurm.-g.' as a whale.
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ﬁ:nnnH af the EAp (d EYY wall, I wanted 1o learn abosit Bussia, whose beaders at that
timie built nuclear weapons that were pointed divectly at targets very close to where [ went to
school. | wanted to learn about the Middle East, where there seemed 1o be terrorist acts
taking place almost every day, but which lalso realised was the birthplace of lots of religions.
I wanted 1o find ot abowt China, Iran, India, Pakistan and Southeast Asia - places tha
e l'|.:}!j|..|:.l the shee nFrmI'urt-. gt hael dominaced e jrast ard seerved (o e ¢:n:::-m::|ui.'l:,-
imporant in the saosdlern warld o, Ihngﬂlmlurn aboua the |m~:]alr, l'lialt}t‘:r., srnﬂﬁph:,-nm‘l

culiure of Africa and to understand if there were similarities and

differences between ome part of the continent and another.

I never got the chance o do that at school. Instead, [ was
tanght a loa abaut Henry VI and his six wives (divorced,
behesded, died, divoreed, beheaded, survived = in thw
arder). | wish I'd had a book that eould have
told me abouwt all the other places. | wanted to
understand how everyl hing fitbed I.-u-grl:he:r.
Why. for example, was there nothing worth
dudying in between the Romans arriving
in Britain and the Battle of Hastings - &
thousand years Luter?

And so | decided 1o spend my life reading
and writing about history and looking for
connections that would help explain the
past better than haw | had been taught as a
chilel. | howe lad lnu-n-l'hr]p fram scholars and swebiers, ARy al wlsem lved snd redds = and
im some eases thoussnds = of years sgo, One very important person was called Ferdinand
von Richthofen (his mphrw leecarme & famous First World War :ﬁghltr pilm. knicwm as the
Eed Baron). He thought long and hard about how to come up with a name o describe the
way that Asia, [um-p-r and Africa are connected. He could have chosen the name -nf:.n:.'
af the goads and commadities that were transported aver thowsands of miles = like spices
o ceramies: he mig.']u even have chosen mm.ﬂ]ii.hg to e wiih ]tugutgﬂ. travel ar Im:flugjr.
But he decided on something that caught the imagination of other scholars = something
that has stuck to this day: the Silk Roads.



INTRODRULTION

The Silk Boads de mot have a star oF an enel e, Eiec aniae |ht]| Are e .i.:'lu.i.”:r real
rosds st sll. Tl'u:.- nre & web of networks that have allowed E-u-ud:. pmplf sndd idens, ba also
disease and violence, to flow east to west and west 10 east — from the Pacific coast of China
and Bussia 1o the Atlantic coasts of Europe and Africa, and also from Scandinavia in the
north to the Indian Cheean in the south, You might even think of the 5ilk Boads as the
world s eenieal nesvous systess, Iiulmg all the STEANS ol e |:n|}||r l:'rgl:lhtl‘. ar |:u_=ﬂ|np|. s
veing and arterbes pumplng oxvgen and carbon dicxbde sway from and towards the heart,
To understand the body, you need 1o look under the skin, and you also need 1o see how the
body as a whole works, rather than just locking at one part of it.

In this book, we are going to visit places you might not have heard of before. Some
have disappeared and are now gone: Merv, in modern Turkmenistan, was once so large
and so besatbful thar 0 was called ‘the mother of the wosld’. The mnzmﬁwm chly was
l.‘lnllh‘h:rrd b:r ﬁg]uing Bad YEArS ApO, and never pecovered,

Sorme places have changed. Today, Koabul is known as the capital of war-torn Afghanistan.
Bt BO0 years ago. the cily had g.lrd-rn: that were famous hundreds of miles WAV Mosul,
in Irag. is & city that was recently devastated by 1515, who inflicted terrible suffering on
the inhabitants, wham they uied as human shields. However around 1000 yeard ago, it was
famous Tor s mnghiﬁrnu |:u'|:'|:n'~'|:ut|:|.i|:ga. 13 Tt shioases and s craltamen who pmﬂm‘-ﬂl

somme of the finest srpcws, saddles andd ﬂi]"'l'll[!u. im the waorld,

Kabul is known as the capital of war-torn Afghanistan.
But 500 years ago, the city had gardens that

werefamnus hundreds of miles away

Some people will tell you that we are living through difficul
times. It might feel that way sometinmes. But the truth is that this is
the best time to be alive — ever. Travel has never been easier: you can
get from one side of the world to another more quickly than any of
yoar ancestors could, There have been astanishing improvements
in health, for r;implf with ikhe survival eates of mothers and
newhorn babies rising deamatically in recent decades, or

'ﬂ-'i‘lh I:Ilf (R} m'h-rr ﬂF PEﬂlﬂE '«lrl'l.ﬂ I1.I'|'E ACCERE Nk I:]EII'I. waber.
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These Impm-'.-rmrml. mvcan that childeen all over the wosld have hetier praspecls than
their parents and grandparents - or any of their ancestors - of surviving childhood and
growing up healthy.

The chances of children being able to read and write are also now greater than at any
time in the past, We can find things out faster and more cheaply than any generation before
wd bn human h:‘qm':.-. th.htnluu;n-ﬂ:'mr}- freedom o move, 1o learn and e live, It hll!!\l
wec Beel like yi have SUPETPWETS, Bair Yol h:'i“:r de,

I began a bong journey with the map in my bedroom all those years ago. [ still love
locking at maps. gazing at places that | don't know much about and trying to kearn more
about them. [ hope that's something we all might be able to do.

Ter understand the word of today and tomorrow, you need 1o understand the warld of
g,-tuh*d:.].-. Ane o da thar, the hest rnlm 1o ALaTY 1% ot |h:—'|h¢g|:mlng. As bk would have it
thaei means iunl:ng wiih ibe Silk Bosd

We have e:fmardr’nar_‘y
fr'eedum fo move,
to learn and to live

PETER FRANKOPAN
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The Ancient World
The first towns and aies v history grew up along the Silk
Roads, The names of many of the met fomous plocer in the
Ancieal World seem mpsfernoen fo us today, Bud thit wan o

wworld wheee empines enchonged goods, ideas, lesgnoapes ead
: _ﬁlﬁh.:w Mc{mﬂﬂ This s lﬁfffmrm?b@'m.




CHAFTER OMNE

The Roads of the
Ancient World

{T];I.L‘ heart of Asia is where civilisation was !w.

born. In ancient Mesopotamia along the hanks ; "Il"-l

of the mighty Tigris and Euphrates rivers and steeped ;
in the Indus "I-'-a“l.':r atood the wery first townas and citses
known 1o mankind, The abundance of waler oozing
feam the banks was vital for the inhabitanis of the eiries
built there; citizens of Babylon, Mineveh and Uruk in

Mesopotamia and Harappa, Mohenjo-Dare and Dholavira in

the Indus Valley would be able to go about their business refreshed.

clean and healthy, Water was also impoartant 1o help crops grow

in the Fertile Bields along the riverbanks. Linle wonder thar many
believed mankind sself was ereated in the Bertile fields of Mesopatamia
{|i|:tra||.',.' ‘the land between the rivers' L

This is where it was widely believed that the Garden of
Eden was located. “planted by the Lord God' with ‘every
tree that i |:'I|,-:|un.l| L the '.:lg_lll an !.:l;_u;,rd For Froeml,
Conral of the thriving fields and chiles allowed

kings to reign ansd empires to be buaili,



