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 b
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D
o

 yo
u ever w

o
nd

er w
hat it w

o
uld

 b
e like to

 chang
e the 

w
o

rld
? A

re yo
u p

assio
nate ab

o
ut a p

articular ho
b

b
y o

r 
cause, o

r alw
ays co

m
ing

 up
 w

ith new
 id

eas? D
o

 yo
u d

ream
 o

f 
m

aking
 yo

ur co
m

m
unity a b

etter, hap
p

ier and
 safer p

lace fo
r all?

So
m

etim
es it o

nly takes o
ne p

erso
n to

 m
ake a chang

e. 
A

nd
 w

hat’s even m
o

re exciting
 is that yo

u d
o

n’t have to
 w

ait 
until yo

u’re o
ld

er to
 d

o
 it – yo

u can b
e am

azing
 at any ag

e! 
Fro

m
 im

p
ressive invento

rs to
 aw

eso
m

e artists, this b
o

o
k is a 

celeb
ratio

n o
f the child

ren, teenag
ers and

 yo
ung

 ad
ults w

ho
 

d
ream

ed
 b

ig
, aim

ed
 hig

h and
 have alread

y m
ad

e an aw
eso

m
e 

co
ntrib

utio
n to

 the w
o

rld
. 

First up
 w

e have the child
ren fro

m
 STEM

: yo
ung

 scientists, tech 
w

izard
s, eng

ineers and
 m

athem
aticians, w

ho
se inventio

ns and
 

d
isco

veries are chang
ing

 and
 saving

 lives.
Then there are the stars o

f Film
 and

 M
usic, talented

 acto
rs and

 
m

usicians w
ho

 d
azzle aud

iences aro
und

 the w
o

rld
. 

W
here w

o
uld

 w
e b

e w
itho

ut the child
ren w

ho
 d

evo
te their 

lives to
 saving

 the Enviro
nm

ent fo
r future g

eneratio
ns? H

o
w

 
ab

o
ut the child

 cham
p

io
ns and

 reco
rd

-b
reakers o

f Sp
o

rt, w
ho

 
enco

urag
e us to

 strive to
 b

e o
ur b

est every d
ay? 

Life w
o

uld
 b

e so
 very d

ull w
itho

ut the yo
ung

 entrep
reneurs 

and
 invento

rs o
f the B

usiness w
o

rld
, o

r the talented
 artists, 

w
riters and

 d
ancers o

f the A
rts and

 Literature w
o

rld
. Finally, w

e 
celeb

rate the child
ren w

ho
 d

ed
icate their lives to

 m
aking

 the 
w

o
rld

 a b
etter p

lace thro
ug

h Po
litics and

 A
ctivism

. 
Each o

f the child
ren in this b

o
o

k has so
m

ething
 in co

m
m

o
n 

– they are no
t afraid

 to
 stand

 o
ut, sp

eak up
 and

 w
o

rk hard
 to

 
achieve their g

o
als. M

ayb
e their incred

ib
le sto

ries w
ill insp

ire 
yo

u to
 fo

llo
w

 in their fo
o

tstep
s?

IN
T

R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N
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C
hild

hood
 Throug

h Tim
e

You m
ay think it’s hard being a kid today, but spare a thought for the children of the past – life could be 

so tough in ancient cultures that m
any children didn’t even m

ake it past childhood! If a child did survive, 
they had very few

 of the freedom
s that m

ost young people enjoy today. B
oys w

ere usually favoured over 
girls, w

hile alm
ost all children had to w

ork for a living instead of going to school. In fact, life only started
 

to get better for children in the late nineteenth and early tw
entieth centuries, w

hen governm
ents began 

to pass law
s that protected their rights and freedom

s.

3300BC–1700BC
Indus Valley C

ivilization
Pakistan and N

orthw
est India

3100BC–332BC
A

ncient Egyptians  
N

ortheast A
frica

1000BC–AD
1521

A
ncient M

ayans
 M

exico and C
entral A

m
erica

753BC–AD
476

A
ncient Rom

ans
M

editerranean and  
W

estern Europe

AD
793–1066

V
ikings 

D
enm

ark, N
orw

ay and 
Sw

eden (Scandinavia)

AD
500–1500

M
iddle A

ges
 Europe

A
ncient Ro

m
an g

irls w
ere m

arried
 

fro
m

 tw
elve. The nig

ht b
efo

re her 
w

ed
d

ing
 d

ay, a g
irl rem

o
ved

 her 
lunula (b

irth charm
) and

 returned
 

it to
 her p

arents. She also
 g

ave 
aw

ay all her to
ys, as a sym

b
o

l o
f 

her child
ho

o
d

 co
m

ing
 to

 an end
.

V
iking

 fathers trained
 their so

ns as 
w

arrio
rs fro

m
 an early ag

e. They 
taug

ht them
 to

 fig
ht w

ith sw
o

rd
s, 

sp
ears and

 axes. Stro
ng

er g
irls w

ere 
also

 allo
w

ed
 to

 train as w
arrio

rs. 
B

o
ys learned

 ho
w

 to
 b

uild
 and

 
rep

air b
o

ats, and
 w

ere taug
ht to

 
navig

ate o
ceans using

 land
m

arks 
and

 the stars in the nig
ht sky.

D
uring

 the M
id

d
le A

g
es, ho

uses 
w

ere o
ften d

irty, d
ark and

 co
ld

, 
so

 m
o

thers sw
ad

d
led

 their b
ab

ies 
in clo

th to
 keep

 them
 w

arm
 and

 
snug

. A
t nig

ht, o
ld

er sib
ling

s 
hud

d
led

 to
g

ether o
n a hay 

m
attress o

n the flo
o

r.

It w
as so

 ho
t in the Ind

us Valley 
that child

ren p
layed

 o
utsid

e in 
the co

urtyard
s and

 streets, and
 

o
n the flat ro

o
fs o

f their ho
m

es 
to

 keep
 co

o
l. So

m
etim

es they’d
 

even sleep
 o

n the ro
o

f at nig
ht!

O
ne in every tw

o
 o

r three A
ncient 

E
g

yp
tian b

ab
ies d

ied
 fro

m
 d

isease 
b

efo
re the ag

e o
f o

ne. M
o

thers tied
 

am
ulets (sm

all p
ieces o

f jew
ellery) 

to
 their new

b
o

rns to
 w

ard
 o

ff “evil 
sp

irits”, and
 carried

 their b
ab

ies 
in sling

s to
 p

ro
tect them

 fro
m

 
sco

rp
io

ns and
 snakes.

A
ncient M

ayan p
arents b

o
und

 
b

ab
ies’ head

s b
etw

een tw
o

 w
o

o
d

en 
b

o
ard

s fo
r several years to

 g
ive 

them
 a flat, slo

p
ing

 fo
rehead

. They 
also

 d
ang

led
 o

b
jects in fro

nt o
f their 

b
ab

y’s face until the b
ab

y’s eyes 
w

ere p
erm

anently cro
ssed

!
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AD
900–1897

K
ingdom

 of B
enin

Southern N
igeria

1195–1522
A

ztecs
C

entral M
exico

1271–1911
Late Im

perial C
hina

C
hina

1485–1603
Tudors

England

1760–1901
The Industrial Revolution

and the V
ictorians

G
reat B

ritain

1914–1918
The First W

orld W
ar

Europe

In the K
ing

d
o

m
 o

f B
enin, there 

w
ere no

 scho
o

ls. C
hild

ren learned
 

fro
m

 p
arents and

 eld
ers. B

o
ys 

w
ere resp

o
nsib

le fo
r sw

eep
ing

 
and

 clearing
 the fo

rest p
aths that 

surro
und

ed
 their villag

e. G
irls  

w
ere exp

ected
 to

 co
llect firew

o
o

d
 

and
 w

ater, and
 carry p

o
ttery and

 
textiles to

 m
arket.

A
ztec p

arents lo
ved

 their child
ren 

b
ut they g

ave strict p
unishm

ents. 
O

ne w
as to

 ho
ld

 the naug
hty child

 
o

ver a chilli-p
ep

p
er fire until the 

sm
o

ke stung
 and

 b
urned

 the child
’s 

eyes, no
se and

 m
o

uth.

D
uring

 the Late Im
p

erial p
erio

d
 in 

C
hina, all b

ut the p
o

o
rest g

irls had
 

their feet b
o

und
 fro

m
 the ag

e o
f six, 

as sm
all feet w

ere seen as b
eautiful. 

First the g
irl’s feet w

ere so
aked

 in 
a m

ixture o
f herb

s and
 ho

t w
ater. 

Then her to
es w

ere b
ro

ken and
 

curled
 und

erneath her feet b
efo

re 
b

eing
 b

o
und

 w
ith strip

s o
f co

tto
n 

o
r silk. The g

irls w
o

re tiny sho
es to

 
ho

ld
 the b

and
ag

es in p
lace.

W
ater w

as so
 d

irty d
uring

 Tud
o

r 
tim

es that everyo
ne – includ

ing
 

child
ren – d

rank w
eak b

eer o
r ale! It 

m
ay seem

 strang
e to

d
ay, b

ut b
eer 

w
as actually safer to

 d
rink b

ecause 
the b

rew
ing

 p
ro

cess killed
 m

any o
f 

the nasty g
erm

s in the w
ater.

G
irls and

 b
o

ys as yo
ung

 as fo
ur 

w
o

rked
 fo

r m
o

re than tw
elve ho

urs 
a d

ay in facto
ries, textile m

ills and
 

co
alm

ines, o
r as chim

ney sw
eep

s 
o

r servants fo
r rich fam

ilies. M
any 

d
ied

 o
r w

ere injured
 as a result. 

C
hild

 w
o

rkers w
ere also

 b
eaten w

ith 
a leather strap

 o
r stick fo

r talking
, 

sing
ing

 o
r leaving

 their p
lace o

f 
w

o
rk w

itho
ut p

erm
issio

n.

D
uring

 the First W
o

rld
 W

ar, aro
und

 
a q

uarter o
f a m

illio
n B

ritish b
o

ys, 
m

any as yo
ung

 as fo
urteen, lied

 
ab

o
ut their ag

e in o
rd

er to
 jo

in 
the arm

y. The sam
e hap

p
ened

 in 
G

erm
any. O

ver 30,000 teenag
e 

so
ld

iers o
n b

o
th sid

es w
ere killed

 o
r 

w
o

und
ed

 d
uring

 the B
attle o

f the 
So

m
m

e (July–N
o

vem
b

er 1916).
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S
T

EM

D
o

 yo
u ever w

o
nd

er ho
w

 m
achines w

o
rk? 

Perhap
s yo

u have a talent fo
r m

aths o
r lo

ve 
co

m
ing

 up
 w

ith new
 inventio

ns? M
ayb

e yo
u’re 

fascinated
 b

y techno
lo

g
y, and

 d
ream

 o
f m

aking
 

yo
ur very o

w
n vid

eo
 g

am
e o

r launching
 a 

ro
cket to

 M
ars? If any o

f the ab
o

ve so
und

s like 
yo

u, then yo
u are a fan o

f STEM
! 

STE
M

 stand
s fo

r Science, Techno
lo

g
y, 

Eng
ineering

 and
 M

athem
atics. It attracts 

m
any o

f the w
o

rld
’s m

o
st g

ifted
 and

 curio
us 

m
ind

s. W
hy? B

ecause no
t o

nly is STEM
 fun b

ut 
it can also

 transfo
rm

 lives. Thro
ug

h science 
and

 m
athem

atics w
e are ab

le to
 und

erstand
 

and
 eng

ag
e w

ith the w
o

rld
 aro

und
 us, fro

m
 

curing
 d

isease and
 p

ro
tecting

 the enviro
nm

ent 
to

 so
lving

 the m
ysteries o

f the universe. 
Techno

lo
g

y is rap
id

ly chang
ing

 the w
ay w

e live, 
w

hile w
e rely o

n eng
ineering

 to
 m

ake b
uild

ing
s, 

vehicles and
 m

achines w
o

rk. 
The p

eo
p

le invo
lved

 in STEM
 are true 

p
io

neers – they no
t o

nly so
lve m

any o
f the 

p
ro

b
lem

s facing
 so

ciety to
d

ay b
ut they’re also

 
b

uild
ing

 a b
rig

hter future. A
nd

 w
hat b

etter 
g

ro
up

 to
 reim

ag
ine that future than child

ren? 
Take K

elvin D
o

e, A
nn M

ako
sinski and

 Richard
 

Turere, w
ho

se eng
ineering

 inventio
ns are 

alread
y chang

ing
 lives. If yo

u w
ant to

 kno
w

 
ab

o
ut child

ren saving
 lives, lo

o
k no

 further 
than b

ud
d

ing
 research scientists Sarah So

b
ka 

and
 K

rtin N
ithiyanand

am
, w

ho
se m

ed
ical 

d
isco

veries have g
iven ho

p
e to

 m
illio

ns 
suffering

 w
ith d

isease. G
eo

rg
e M

atus and
 

M
arita C

heng
 have turned

 their p
assio

n fo
r 

d
ro

nes and
 ro

b
o

ts into
 successful b

usinesses, 
w

hile N
ick D

’A
lo

isio
 and

 Jaco
b

 B
arnett are 

using
 their kno

w
led

g
e to

 so
lve so

m
e o

f life’s 
b

ig
g

est p
ro

b
lem

s. 
These yo

ung
 inno

vato
rs, invento

rs and
 

entrep
reneurs are alread

y m
aking

 a d
ifference. 

Perhap
s their am

azing
 sto

ries w
ill insp

ire yo
u  

to
 jo

in them
?
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G
eorg

e M
atus

19
9

8
– | D

R
O

N
E EN

G
IN

EE
R

 | U
S

A

W
hen eleven-year-o

ld
 G

eo
rg

e M
atus and

 
his fam

ily m
o

ved
 to

 Salt Lake C
ity in U

tah, 
U

SA
, he fo

und
 him

self living
 in an eno

rm
o

us 
natural p

layg
ro

und
. Salt Lake C

ity is surro
und

ed
 

b
y sno

w
-cap

p
ed

 m
o

untains, and
 w

hat b
etter 

w
ay to

 exp
lo

re them
 than fro

m
 w

ay up
 in the 

sky? G
eo

rg
e b

o
ug

ht a rem
o

te co
ntro

l (R
C

) 
helico

p
ter and

 attached
 a cam

era to
 it. W

hen 
he up

lo
ad

ed
 the fo

o
tag

e to
 Yo

uTub
e, the 

helico
p

ter’s m
akers saw

 it and
 invited

 him
 to

 
b

eco
m

e a test p
ilo

t. The scho
o

lb
o

y had
 so

o
n 

tested
 every R

C
 aircraft, and

 d
ro

nes b
ecam

e  
his p

assio
n. 

B
ut w

hat exactly is a d
ro

ne? Think o
f it as 

a tiny aircraft b
ut w

itho
ut a p

ilo
t o

n b
o

ard
. 

Instead
, it is o

p
erated

 fro
m

 the g
ro

und
 b

y 
rem

o
te co

ntro
l. N

o
t o

nly are d
ro

nes fun to
 fly 

b
ut they’re also

 a safer alternative to
 send

ing
 

a p
erso

n into
 a d

ang
ero

us area, such as a 
b

attlefield
 o

r d
isaster zo

ne.
G

eo
rg

e sp
ent every sp

are m
o

m
ent flying

 and
 

ad
ap

ting
 d

ro
nes b

ut he so
o

n g
rew

 frustrated
. 

M
o

st d
ro

nes are d
esig

ned
 fo

r o
ne jo

b
: so

m
e 

are b
uilt fo

r racing
, o

thers to
 cap

ture fo
o

tag
e 

o
f the E

arth fro
m

 the clo
ud

s. W
hy co

uld
n’t a 

sing
le d

ro
ne d

o
 all these thing

s? That’s w
hen 

G
eo

rg
e b

eg
an creating

 his “w
ish list” fo

r the 
p

erfect d
ro

ne.
A

t sixteen, G
eo

rg
e w

o
n a g

rant fro
m

 the 
Thiel Fo

und
atio

n, w
hich invests in yo

ung
 

entrep
reneurs, to

 d
evelo

p
 his d

ro
ne. Several 

years later, he’d
 b

uilt Teal and
 Teal 2, the 

w
o

rld
’s fastest b

attery-o
p

erated
 d

ro
nes. Teal 

1 and
 2 can reach sp

eed
s o

f up
 to

 137km
h 

(85m
p

h). B
est o

f all, they d
o

 every jo
b

 o
n 

G
eo

rg
e’s w

ish list. 
To

d
ay, G

eo
rg

e is flying
 hig

h. A
t eig

hteen, he 
b

ecam
e fo

und
er and

 chief executive o
f Teal 

D
ro

nes, w
hile his d

ream
 d

ro
nes are no

w
 b

eing
 

so
ld

 aro
und

 the w
o

rld
. Yo

u co
uld

 say that his 
id

ea really to
o

k o
ff!

“Really find w
hat interests you,  

and then it doesn’t feel like work.”

S
arah S

ob
ka

19
9

8
– | R

ES
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R
C

H
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C
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T
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 | U

K

K
elvin D

oe
19

9
6

– | EN
G

IN
EE

R
 | S

IE
R

R
A

 LEO
N

E

I
n 2015, seventeen-year-o

ld
 Sarah So

b
ka w

as 
nam

ed
 the U

K
’s Yo

ung
 Scientist o

f the Year. 
Sarah had

 b
een vo

lunteering
 fo

r a U
niversity o

f 
Sheffield

 team
 that w

as testing
 the effects o

f 
the d

rug
 lub

ip
ro

sto
ne o

n cystic fib
ro

sis (C
F).  

C
F is a g

enetic d
isease (m

eaning
 a p

erso
n 

is b
o

rn w
ith it). The d

isease affects aro
und

 
100,000 p

eo
p

le acro
ss the w

o
rld

. Peo
p

le w
ith 

C
F lack the g

ene that co
ntro

ls the m
o

vem
ent 

o
f salt and

 w
ater in and

 o
ut o

f the cells o
f their 

b
o

d
y. This causes their lung

s and
 o

ther o
rg

ans 
to

 fill w
ith thick, sticky m

ucus, m
aking

 it hard
  

fo
r them

 to
 b

reathe and
 d

ig
est fo

o
d

. 
C

urrent C
F d

rug
s are exp

ensive and
 d

o
n’t 

alw
ays w

o
rk. Lub

ip
ro

sto
ne is a cheap

er d
rug

 
used

 to
 treat w

o
m

en w
ith ano

ther d
isease, 

irritab
le b

o
w

el synd
ro

m
e. N

o
w

 a full-tim
e 

m
ed

ical stud
ent, Sarah is ho

p
eful that her initial 

research w
ill g

o
 o

n to
 help

 find
 a cheap

er, 
m

o
re effective cure that co

uld
 o

ne d
ay save 

tho
usand

s o
f lives.

K
elvin D

o
e has a curio

us m
ind

 and
 end

less 
im

ag
inatio

n. G
ro

w
ing

 up
 p

o
o

r in Freeto
w

n, 
Sierra Leo

ne, K
elvin taug

ht him
self to

 b
uild

 
rad

io
s, transm

itters and
 g

enerato
rs fro

m
  

scrap
 m

etal he fo
und

 in the city’s rub
b

ish 
d

um
p

s. B
y sixteen, he had

 b
uilt his o

w
n rad

io
 

statio
n and

 w
as b

ro
ad

casting
 acro

ss Freeto
w

n 
as D

J Fo
cus. 

A
fter reaching

 the finals o
f G

lo
b

al M
inim

um
 

Inc’s co
m

p
etitio

n fo
r yo

ung
 A

frican invento
rs, 

K
elvin w

as invited
 to

 the U
SA

 to
 attend

 a 
p

ro
g

ram
m

e at the M
assachusetts Institute o

f 
Techno

lo
g

y (M
IT), m

aking
 him

 the university’s 
yo

ung
est-ever “visiting

 p
ractitio

ner”. Then, 
a Yo

uTub
e d

o
cum

entary ab
o

ut K
elvin w

ent 
viral, w

ith 12.3 m
illio

n view
s to

 d
ate! K

elvin’s 
life chang

ed
 o

vernig
ht, and

 in 2012 he flew
 to

 
the U

SA
 to

 share his insp
iratio

nal sto
ry o

n the 
TED

xTeen stag
e.

To
d

ay, K
elvin runs his o

w
n co

m
p

any,  
K

D
o

e-Tech Inc, thro
ug

h w
hich he teaches 

yo
ung

 p
eo

p
le that they to

o
 can create 

so
m

ething
 fro

m
 no

thing
. A

ll it takes is  
creativity, p

assio
n and

 b
elief.
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N
airo

b
i N

atio
nal Park in 

so
uthw

est K
enya is kno

w
n 

as the “W
ild

life C
ap

ital o
f the 

W
o

rld
”. E

ach year m
illio

ns o
f 

to
urists flo

ck to
 the p

ark to
 

see elep
hants, rhino

s and
 b

ig
 

cats ro
am

 freely here. B
ut the 

p
ark is no

 w
ild

erness: just 7km
 

(4m
iles) sep

arates these w
ild

 
p

lains fro
m

 K
enya’s cap

ital city, 
N

airo
b

i, and
 the 6.5 m

illio
n 

p
eo

p
le living

 there. A
nd

 w
hen 

herd
 anim

als m
ig

rate, their 
p

red
ato

rs fo
llo

w
…

R
ichard

 Turere g
rew

 up
 

d
isliking

 lio
ns. A

s a m
em

b
er 

o
f the M

aasai trib
e, he lived

 
o

n a farm
 o

n the natio
nal 

p
ark’s b

o
rd

ers. Like m
any b

o
ys 

his ag
e, it w

as nine-year-o
ld

 
R

ichard
’s jo

b
 to

 herd
 his father’s 

cattle and
 p

ro
tect them

 fro
m

 
the p

red
ato

rs that w
and

ered
 o

n 
to

 the farm
, lo

o
king

 fo
r an easy 

m
eal. It co

uld
 b

e a g
rim

 jo
b

: 
so

m
e m

o
rning

s he w
o

uld
 w

ake 
up

 to
 d

isco
ver that lio

ns had
 

attacked
 in the nig

ht, killing
 

valuab
le livesto

ck. H
e w

asn’t 
the o

nly o
ne. Livesto

ck lo
ss is 

a co
m

m
o

n p
ro

b
lem

 in K
enya. 

So
m

e farm
ers w

o
uld

 p
o

iso
n 

entire p
rid

es in o
rd

er to
 p

ro
tect 

their cattle, d
am

ag
ing

 the 
p

ark’s lio
n p

o
p

ulatio
n – and

 its 
to

urist fig
ures – in the p

ro
cess. 

The yo
ung

 M
aasai b

o
y 

b
elieved

 there had
 to

 b
e 

a b
etter w

ay, so
 he p

ut his 
im

ag
inatio

n to
 the test. H

is 
first id

ea w
as to

 use fire. B
ut 

rather than scaring
 the lio

ns, 
the o

rang
e flam

es o
nly d

rew
 

them
 clo

ser to
 the farm

. 
N

ext, kno
w

ing
 that lio

ns are 
frig

htened
 o

f hum
ans, Richard

 
b

uilt a life-like scarecro
w

. 
B

ut these w
ere clever cats. 

They so
o

n learned
 that the 

scarecro
w

 w
as a trick, since it 

never m
o

ved
. Finally, Richard

 
w

as p
atro

lling
 the farm

 w
ith 

a to
rch at d

usk w
hen he had

 
ano

ther b
rig

ht id
ea: w

ild
 

anim
als asso

ciate the flickering
 

to
rchlig

ht w
ith hum

ans. That 
nig

ht, the lio
ns stayed

 aw
ay.

Richard
 leap

ed
 into

 actio
n. 

In his sp
are tim

e, he enjo
yed

 
p

ulling
 ap

art and
 reb

uild
ing

 
rad

io
s. H

e fig
ured

 he co
uld

 use 
his kno

w
led

g
e o

f electro
nics to

 
b

uild
 his new

 inventio
n: “Lio

n 
Lig

hts”. G
athering

 a car b
attery, 

an ind
icato

r b
o

x (w
hich m

akes 
vehicle ind

icato
rs “b

link”), a 
so

lar p
anel and

 a lig
ht b

ulb
, 

Richard
 rig

g
ed

 up
 an electrical 

circuit aro
und

 the farm
. It 

w
o

rked
: the flashing

 lig
hts 

fo
o

led
 the lio

ns into
 b

elieving
 

that Richard
 w

as p
atro

lling
 the 

farm
 w

ith a to
rch, w

hen he w
as 

actually asleep
 in his b

ed
! 

The hung
ry lio

ns never 
returned

. W
hen o

ther farm
ers 

saw
 the results, they asked

 
Richard

 to
 install the lig

hts o
n 

their fences. Since then, Lio
n 

Lig
hts have b

een used
 o

n 
farm

s acro
ss K

enya and
 they’re 

help
ing

 to
 keep

 o
ther larg

e 
p

red
ato

rs, such as leo
p

ard
s  

and
 hyenas, at b

ay. 
Richard

’s b
rilliant inventio

n 
so

o
n caug

ht the attentio
n o

f 
lo

cal co
nservatio

nist Paula 
K

ahum
b

u. She help
ed

 Richard
 

to
 w

in a scho
larship

 to
 o

ne o
f 

K
enya’s b

est scho
o

ls, p
utting

 

him
 o

ne step
 clo

ser to
 fulfilling

 
his d

ream
 o

f b
eco

m
ing

 an 
eng

ineer and
 p

ilo
t. In 2013, he 

w
as also

 invited
 to

 the U
SA

 to
 

tell his sto
ry o

n the TED
 stag

e. 
N

o
w

, thanks to
 Richard

, lio
n 

num
b

ers in N
ao

rib
i N

atio
nal 

Park are g
ro

w
ing

 ag
ain w

hile 
farm

ers – and
 their cattle – can 

finally sleep
 easy.

“One year ago I w
as just a 

boy herding m
y father’s 

cow
s. Now

 I w
ant to be an 

engineer and pilot.”


