DECEMBER
The wors+ part of )navihg someone ell you about
their holiday is Arying to Pre‘!’ehd you)re HAPPY

for them. Because ho one wants to hear about all

the fun Hwe)/ DIDN'T have.
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The oh|7' holi&o\ys T want to hear about are the
ones where ‘H\ihas went WRONG. That way, T

dont feel bad for missihs out.




Well, ray family Just got back from holic}o\)/,
and, believe me, if T couldVe s+q)/ed home, T
WOULD'VE. But T didnt have a choice.

A few weeks g0, +his hoh’c{dy washt even
sommsed +o HAPPEN. We were Just haviha
a normal December, and T was rea”y |ookih3
forward 4o Christmas.

But Mom and Dad were getting all stressed out

about eVer)/‘l'th we had 1o do to 3e+ reac}y
for the holiday season. We were WAY behind on
&ecordﬁhs +he house ) and hoﬂ\ihs was soihs +he

way it was SUPPosec{ “o.




T'm sure we couldve got our act +03e+)ner in time.
But one his)n-f anh ac} came on |V +\'\a+ TOTALLY

+urhed our C\-\ris-l'mqs uvside Jowh.

gscape to /uxu’zy. ~ ™~
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The commercial was for this ‘)lace called Tsla de
Corales, which is where Mom and Dad went for
‘H\eir }xoheymooh. Ahc} +¥\e reason I know +¥m+ IS
because every time an ad for +ha+t ‘)lace comes on

TV the two of them get all kissy-face&.
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T+ makes me uncomfortable +)nihkih3 about Mom
and Dad before +)ne7/ had us kids. And T wouldnt
HAVE 4o if Mom didn+ Jorihs out their )noheymooh

album every year oh +heir ahhiVersary.

The his“rf after that ad came on, Mom and Dad
made an annhouncement. ’ﬂ\ey said that THIS year
we were gonha SKIP Christmas and all go o Tsla
de Corales instead.

\r\ﬂ-\eh I asked }xow we were gohha 3e+ our SEHS
to the resort, Mom said the trip WAS our 3:'1[‘!'.
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T -H\ous)rﬁ that sounded like a TERRIBLE idea,

and T was sor\arised Dad was on board with i+. He
usva||7/ doesnt like to svehd a lot of mohey and T
was sure this resort was gonna cost a FORTUNE.
But he said he was sick of the cold weather and he

wanted o escape to some\alace warm.

Pel’SOhd‘l)’, T dont have a Problem with cold
weather. Tn fact, Seherauy s‘)eakihs, +he worse
it s ou+sic{e, +he ha\)\)ier T am.




T fu’sure& Mahh)/ and Rodrick would *\ely me talk
some sense into Mom and Dad, and we'd put a

stop o +his idea. But those quys weren+ any }\elv
at ALL.

So T had 4o accept that we werent gohha have a
hormal Christmas at+ home. But what T REALLY
didn* like was +hat we had 4o FLY 4o this place.
T'd never been on a PLANE before, and T
wash+ crazy about the idea of lockihg myse” in a
metal tube.




Nobody ELSE seemed worried, +)nou3¥\, and +wo
weeks later, on a hiﬁ‘ﬁ when we should Ve been
\'\dhsihs up our s+ockih35 and Si‘H’ihs around the
fire wa+c)nih3 Chris+mas s‘yecials, we were Packihs
our suitcases for this island getaway.
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We lef+ the house around 8:00 on +he morhing of
Christmas Eve. Dad was ‘>re++>/ U\)‘Ha"ﬁ' because
he wanted o leave an hour EARLIER, but Mom
said he was Joei\he ridiculous and we'd get to the
airport in \>|eh+7' of time.

T+ was oh|7' about minus five desrees outside, but
Rodrick was alrea&y dressed for +he \\oliday.




T+ turned out Dad was rig)n‘h we shouldve lef+
earlier. A\)\)qrehﬂy , Christmas Eve is one of
the busiest travel c}ays of the year, so the roads
were CHOKED with families clrivihs +o see their
relatives. And ho’ooéy red”)/ seemed to be in the
Christmas spirit, either.

Wha+ made +)nih35 a lot worse was when it started
+o SNOW. After that, +\\ih35 slowed +o a crawl.
Mom and Dad started arguing over what +ime we
shouldve left, and Dad almost missed the exit for
+he airport. He had o cut across +three lanes of
traffic, which didnt look easy.
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When we reached the air\)or‘l*, +he main Parkihg
lot was full. That meant we had to \quk in the
economy lot, which was PFG‘H’)’ far away. Dad said

hed c{ro‘) the rest of us off at the kerb with all the
|u33q3e and then come and meet us after he Fo\rked.

\/\]\'\eh we 30+ o +)ne passenger clroP-o” area, it
was COMPLETE chaos. We 4ried 4o unload our
bass, but +he cops werent |e++ih3 anyohe stop
for more than thirty seconds. And that just
stressed everyone out and made ‘H‘\ihss worse.
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T had 4o get back in the car so T could )ne|\> Dad
with the rest of the baes. Or&ihqrily , that kind of
+)nih3 would Ve been Rodrick’s Jo{), but since he was

dressed for +¥'\ir+7l-de3ree weather he got out of it.

He was |uck>/ he DID, to00. When we got to +he
gate for the econormy lot, Dad couldnt reach the
ticket from his window. So he made me aet out of
the car to grab it.

Unfortunately, T didnt notice that there was a
Sidh‘l' $|us¥'\ ‘Dudc“e on rn)/ side of ‘H\e car until i+

was too late.

After we ?arked, we rolled our bass +o the
hearest shuttle stop, which wasnt a lot of fun.
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The sigh said the shuttle bus to the main terminal
came every ten minutes. But there was ho room for
us in the bus shelter, so we had +o wait outside in
+he -Freezihs cold.
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Tweh’ry minutes went b)/ without a bus, and Dad
started getting rea||7' anxious about the +ime. He
said we were Just gonna have 1o WALK +o the

terminal, which was about a mile away.
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T wouldVe tried o convince Dad to wait a little
longer, but my sock was starting to turn to ice,
ah& I Jidh’-l' wahha 3e+ frostbite.

Sure ehoua)n ,_onhce we 30+ about a }thred feet

from the shelter, the shuttle bus \>u||e& into the
\Darkihs lot. We tried to get the driver o stop,
but he Just blew
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So we RAN +o the shuttle stop, but we didnt
make it back in time.
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