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Mission to the Moon

“If the mission - called Apolle 11 - is successful, man will
accomplish his long-time dream of walking on snother celestisl body.”
- statement of intent from the Apollo 11 Press Kit, 1507

The Apolle 11 mission simed to land men on the Moon and return them to FEarth
safely. Once on the Moon, the astronauts would conduct wvarious scientific
experiments and collect samples of lunar surfasce materisl.

Why did the mission happen?

“We choose to go to the Moon in this decade and
do the other things, not because they are easy,

but becsuse they are herd.” John F. Kennedy
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In 1561, President John F. Kennedy wvowed that
the United States would land &8 man on the Moon
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What did they want to achieve?

The mein objective of the Apollo 11 mission was to perform 8 menned lunsar E
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lending snd return safely to Ferth. The mission elso set 11 secondsry
objectives and five scientific experiments, all of which were completed
apart from two lone scientific snd one secondary). These investigated the
makeup of the Moon snd how humans csn funetion when subject
to the Moon's unfamilier conditions. The sstronsuts
also filmed television footege end took photographs,

some of which are included in this book.




These illustrations sare teken from the Apollo 11 Press Kit. They were created to send out to people
before the mission so that they could see what was involved st each stege - from teke off to getting
the three astronsuts home safely. You ean find out more sbout these in the rest of this book!
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Meet the Astronauts:

Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins
were the three astronauts chosen for the Apollo
11 mission. They were 8ll very experienced snd had
flown space missions before. Neil was the first
human to actually set foot on the Moon and Buzz
the second. Michsel stayed in the Command Module
with the important task of meking sure the mission
was a technical success snd that his fellow
astronauts were sble to return safely.

Neil, Michael and Buzz posing for a
pre-launch photoshoot

NAME : Commender Neil A. Armstrong Neil hag , 1.1, | ~ A
JOB: NASA sstronsaut ; |

BIRTHDAY : S August 1730

BOEN : Wepakoneta, Ohio, Ush
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DRSCRIPTION: Blond beir, bilue eyes, > feet 11 inches, 11 stone 11 poun
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FDUCATION: Attended high school in Wepekonets and went oOm
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University in 1955

Sh Tvanston, lllinois
FAMILY: Married to Janet ULearni ?rnm i ’
send bhes two children - Rric and Mark
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Korean War

MNASASs Apollo 11 astronauts are all smiles having successfully returned
home after being part of one of the greatest moments in history!



Training

How do you prepare for something that has never been done before?
Neil, Buzz and Michael had to undergo more than 1,000 hours of intensive
training before they could set off on their historiec journey to the Moon.

This ensured that in the months leading up to the mission,
every second was practised over and over again.

The Apollo 11 astronauts trained alongside their backup crew - Jim Lovell,
Fred Heise and Bill Anders - up until 8 few weeks before the lsunch. They
learnt essentisl space survivael skills, such 88 how to lend the 1lunar module
and manoeuvre in low snd zero gravity conditions, as well a8 geology and
rehesrsing putting up the Americen flag. They 8lso lesrnt how to withstand
a much grester force of gravity lg forece) then you would normelly feel
standing on Farth. This wes something the astronauts experienced during

launch and had to prepare for to ensure that they
didn’t pass out.
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underwater and in any other condition NASA thought
heneficial. The erew alse took part in spacecraft
menufacturing end leaunch aree testing to provide 8 thorough operationsl
knowledge of the spececraft. Contingency plens were slso prepared for:
although Apollo 11 was designed to land in the ocean, the astronauts

received jungle and desert survivel training in case they hit land inastead.

Treining aimed to replicate lunar conditions ss much 88 possible on pleonet
Farth with no definitive proof of what the surface of the Moon was 1ike. Detailed simulators of the

spacecraft and lunar surface were built to give the astronasutas 88 much experience ag possible.

In the photo above on the left, you can see Buzz procticing the Soler Wind Composition experiment

during a training session. This took place on a mock up of the lunar surface in Building 7 at the
Manned Spacecraft Center in Houston, Texsas.

In the photo sbove on the right, Neil snd Buzz sre studying rock
samples whilst on a geological field trip to the Quitman Mountains
in Texas. The Texan desert was chosen for having a theorised
similar geological makeup to the Moon. Here, the sstronsuts
rracticed collecting Moon rock samples using special lunar
geological tools. Whilst Buzz and Neil rehearsed various lunar
surface procedures, Michsel prectised various msnoeuvres for

his time slone in the Commend Module. In the photo on the 1left,

you ¢an see him down beyond the couches with the navigation

equipment to his back in the Command Module simulator.



In the photos above, you CcBEn Bee A

range of the different things the three Apollo 11

patronauta had to complete m8 part of their treining:

1: Buzz snd Neil practice collecting lunar samples on 8 mock up of the Moon surface.
Buzz uses 8 scoop to collect the sample, whilst Neil holds 8 bag to receive it.
2: Neil sets up 2 lunar surface television cemers during lunar surface simuletion training.
5: Neil practices photographing the lunar surface. The Lunar Module simulator is behind him.
4: Buzz, Neil and Michsel relax on the deck of the NASA Motor Vessel Hetriever before taking
part in s treining exercise in the Gulf of Mexico to prepsre for the ocesn landing
lalso known 8s water egress) plenned for their splesh down back to Earth.
9: Neil flies the Lunar Lending Tresining Vehicle in 8 simulstion of lending the Lunar Module.

b: Buzz gets used to weightless conditions on a KC-135 aireraft, which can mimic zero gravity.



Before the Launch

Preparations for the l1suneh hbegan five days beforehand. Tasks during
this period included the mechanical build-up of the Command Service Module
and Lunar MﬂﬂﬂlE, fuel cell activetion and servicing and loading
helium aboard the Lunar Module.

The Day before the Launch

The officiel launch countdown started st T-28 hours, the day before the launch date. T-xx, pronounced
‘T minus', meant the time before the scheduled launch time of 7.32 am EDT (Eastern Daylight Time - the
timezone used in Florida, where the lsunch took plece!) on 16 July 1%6%. This involved the build-up and
loading of the rocket snd spacecreft snd pre-lasunch checks. One essentisl task was to loasd the huge
amount of fuel needed to launch the Saturn V (pronounced *‘Saturn five') and propel the spacecraft

to Ferth orbtit. This took nearly five hours, throughout the night.

A few deys before their mission, Neil, Buzz snd
Michael spent the night with their families at
NASA's secluded beach house near the Kennedy
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opace Center in Floridsa.

This time away from the hectic pre-lsunch schedule
allowed the aastronauts time for contemplation
with their wives and children, shead of the
peseibility thet they may never return.

The Night before the Launch

The Apolle 11 crew were fully immersed in the
meticulously planned pre-lsunch timetable.
Though they were not in quarantine - that
came after getting beack from the Moon - they
did stey overnight at the Manned Spacecraft
Operations Building, not far from the

administrative headquarters of the Eennedy :

Space Center, 8and about eight miles from the =) 11 S
lounch ped. They revised seversl procedures _‘f ﬂ_
before having a mesl with friends on Cape v B

Caneversl, where the Kennedy >pace Center was ﬁh“andﬁﬂ' :
ichael in the hallwa
y of the Manned

Spacecraft Operations Building before being
transported to Launch Complex 39A,

gsitusted, having ssid goodbye to their families
the day before. They went to bed st 8.45 pm,
getting an early night before the big day.



