Buckingham Palace,

London, England

The monarch’s official London home has 775
rooms. The palace grew out of the much
smaller Buckingham House, bought in 1761 by
George Il as a home for his wife. George 1V
then turned it into a palace but sadly died
before it was finished, so Queen Victoria
became the first monarch to live there.

St Michael’s Mount,

Cornwall, England
This tidal island off the coast

of Mount’s Bay was once home

to a medieval monastery and the
legend of Cormoran the giant.

It is said that Cormoran terrorized
nearby towns until Jack, a local
young farmer, defeated the giant
forever, earning the nickname
“Jack the Giant Killer”.

Glastonbury Tor,

Somersetf, England
This is a tall, cone-shaped hill in
the Somerset Levels, with strange
terraces on its side, topped by
the roofless tower of a fifteenth-
century church. According to
medieval legend, the Tor is
actually Avalon, King Arthur's
final resting place.

Carrickfergus
Castle,

Northern Ireland
Built in 1177 by John de Courcy,
Carrickfergus castle has
experienced many sieges —

the Normans, the Scots, the Irish
and the English have all laid
claim to it over the years.

Melrose Abbey,

Scottish Borders

The heart of Robert the Bruce,
warrior king of Scots, is said fo be
buried in this half-rvined abbey,
where Trappist monks used to live.
Sir Walter Scott described the
moonlit abbey in his poem
‘Melrose Abbey”: "Was never
scene so sad and fairl”




Unusual place-names

Some towns and villages in Great Britain and Northern Ireland have names that are funny,

Ily named places?

rude or just plain odd. Have you visited any of these
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Strange laws
of the land

]3‘3 It is illegal to enter the Houses of Parliament wearing armour.

1822 Al beached whales and sturgeons must be offersd to

the reigning monarch.

]839 It is illegal to carry a plank along the pavement in the
Metropolitan Police District.

1839 It is illegal fo fly a kite in the street.
1839 You may not fire a cannon within 300 yards of a dwelling.

1839 It is illegal to beat or shake a rug or carpet in the street
(although you may shake a doormat before 8 a.m.).

‘867 It is illegal to drive cows down the road between the hours of 10 a.m.
and 7 p.m. without the permission of the C issi of Police.
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1986 1t is illegal to handle salmon in “suspick

1991 It is illegal to go to the cinema on a Sunday (Northern Ireland).

‘998 It is illegal to cause a nuclear explosion.




