On Wednesday, it was the flying test.
Rob's broomstick flew away!

It went up Iinto a tree.

Max ran to get it down for Rob.




Max got stuck In the tree.
He could not get down In time

for the flying test.

“Fly, broomstick, fly!” ﬁ/

shouted his friends.

Off they flew around the field. 2

Max watched them.

He was very sad. g



On Thursday, the children were
making spells to grow strawberries.
Max wanted to make a good spell.

He said just the right things to make

his strawberry start to grow.




“Max,” Sam said, “can you help me?

I've forgotten the spell.

What do | say next?”




Max went to help Sam.
He told Sam what to say

to make her strawberry plant grow.

It grew bigger and bigger.




But Max forgot all about his spell.
His strawberry plant didn't grow at all.

He was sad.

He was not going to win an award.




Independent Reading

This series is designed to provide an opportunity for your child to
read on their own.These notes are written for you to help your child
choose a book and to read it independently.

In school, your child’s teacher will often be using reading books which
have been banded to support the process of learning to read. Use the
book band colour your child is reading in school to help you make

a good choice.The Very Worst Wizard is a good choice for children
reading at Turquoise Band in their classroom to read independently.
The aim of independent reading is to read this book with ease, so that
your child enjoys the story and relates it to their own experiences.

About the book

Max is learning to be a wizard at Wizard School. He's so busy
helping his friends, he keeps messing up his own spells. How can
he ever win a Magic Award?

Before reading

Help your child to learn how to make good choices by asking:

"Why did you choose this book? Why do you think you will enjoy it?"
Look at the cover together and ask: "What do you think the story will
be about?" Ask your child to think of what they already know about the
story context.Then ask your child to read the title aloud. Ask: "What
sort of wizard is the story about? VWhat do wizards usually do?"
Remind your child that they can sound out the letters to make a word
if they get stuck.

Decide together whether your child will read the story independently
or read it aloud to you.



During reading

Remind your child of what they know and what they can do
independently. If reading aloud, support your child if they hesitate or
ask for help by telling the word. If reading to themselves, remind your
child that they can come and ask for your help if stuck.

After reading

Support comprehension by asking your child to tell you about the
story. Use the story order puzzle to encourage your child to retell the
story in the right sequence, in their own words. The correct sequence
can be found on the next page.

Help your child think about the messages in the book that go

beyond the story and ask: "Do you think Max deserved to win an
award? Why/Why not!

What things do you forget to do?"

Give your child a chance to respond to the story: "Did you have

a favourite part? Did you think that Max learnt anything at the end of
the story?"

Extending learning

Help your child understand the story structure by using the same
sentence patterning and adding different elements. "Let's make up a
new story about magic spells.What about a genie who grants three
wishes.VWhat wishes could he/she be asked to grant? What could go
wrong with the wishes? How would the genie put it right?"

In the classroom, your child's teacher may be teaching about
punctuation.Ask your child to identify some question marks and
exclamation marks in the story and then ask them to practise reading

the whole sentences with appropriate expression.
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Answer to Story order: 3, 4, 5, 1, 2



