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How to use this book

This book covers the key components of creative 
writing: Character, Description, Setting, Planning, 
Themes, Viewpoint, and Dialogue. In each section there 
are a variety of activities designed to build skills and 
confidence, author tips, and lots of story sparks.

 
Although the activities are grouped into topics, there is  
no need to work through the book in any particular order. 
The activities are aimed at children aged seven to eleven. 
Each section finishes with a more challenging activity but, 
since there are no right or wrong answers, any child can 
have a go, regardless of age or ability.

Warning: there are a few activities that need to be done 
with friends or family, so you might be asked to join in! 







You’re still reading? 

TOP SECRET: FOR AMAZING  AUTHORS ONLY

Yes?  
Brilliant. You can 

keep reading.

No?  
Are you 

absolutely sure 
about that? 

Have you ever 
written a story? 

Or a poem? Drawn 
a cartoon? Kept a 
diary or journal?

Are you an author?

Great  
I hereby proclaim 

you to be an 
author.

Yes

So now that’s all official, 

does that mean you’d like to 

know the secrets to being an 

AMAZING author? 

No? 



To be an amazing author, it’s more important to 
have a great STORY than great SPELLING.

The big secret is, when you publish a book, an 
EDITOR checks the spelling and grammar for you. 
The editor will make it clear if you meant to say,  
 
“Let’s eat Grandma.” She may be a bit chewy though, 
 
 or  
 
“Let’s eat, Grandma.” A more civilised tea and biscuits 

scenario. 
  
 
So this book is NOT about spelling and punctuation 
and grammar. It’s about creating great stories.  
 
It’s about making you into an amazing author.
 

           Let’s get started then. 

Here goes then.  
 This is a big secret. 
  I mean huge. 
           ABSOLUTELY ENORMOUS! 
      Are you ready.....................?



Colourful characters

Characters become more realistic when you know all 
about them. To do this, you need to answer four questions.

1. What do they look like? 
 
2. What’s their name? 

3. What do they do?
 
4. How do they behave? 

 Are you wondering why you need to know things like 
whether your character likes dogs? Maybe you think this 

sounds a bit silly, but I promise it really works. The more you 
know about the character, the more realistic they will be when 

you write about them.



If you were a character in a book, who would you be?



eager, easy going, embarrassed, energetic, 
evil, excitable

fickle, foolish, friendly, funny

gentle, grateful, gracious, greedy, grumpy, guilty

happy, hard-working, helpful, honest

imaginative, impatient, inconsiderate, 
independent, intelligent

lazy, lonely, loyal, loud

mad, mean, messy,  
mischievous, mysterious

daring, demanding, dependable, depressed, 

determined, diligent, dishonest, disrespectful, doubtful

adventurous, afraid, ambitious, angry, annoying, 

arrogant bad, bold, bossy, brave, busy

calm, careful, careless, cautious, chatty, cheerful, 

childish, clever, clumsy, confident, confused, considerate, 

cooperative, courageous, cruel, curious

Here’s a handy A to Z of character traits that 
you can use when you create your characters. 



nasty, naughty, nervous, nice, noisy, nosy

polite, proud

reliable, responsible, 
rowdy, rude

sad, scary, selfish, serious, shy, silly, smart, sneaky, 
sorry, spoiled, sporty, stubborn, stupid, sweet

talented, thoughtful, trustworthy

unhappy, upset

obnoxious, odd

weak, worried

vicious, villainous, virtuous, vivacious

yellow-bellied, young

zany, zealous



character profi les

Or maybe your character was chased 
by a dog when they were little and 
now, every time they see a dog, they 
get scared.

Why do we build character profiles?
They help you get inside your character’s head.  

Think about these examples...

a shy character probably wouldn’t just 
walk onto a stage to audition for the 

school play, even if they’re a really good 
actor. They might need encouragement and 

support from their friends.

These things might be really important to how your 
character reacts at one point in the story



character profile template 

Name:

Age: 

Likes: 

Dislikes: 

Bad habits: 

hobbies:

Favourite food:

If you search for “Character Profiles” online you’ll find lots of 
templates that you can use, or you can design your own. 



Think of a character for a story. Draw a picture and create a 
character profile for them.

YOUR CHARACTER PROFILE

CHARACTER NAME AGE




