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The Taming of the Shrew

ne of Shakespeares carliest plays is The Taming

ol the St which he wrote in about 153592

Ihe play tells of a young worman, named
Katherina, who no one wants 1o marry because she has such a
bad temper, Petruchio takes up the challenge to marry her and
teach her how o be kinad sooas (o et w hat she wishes from life

People in fairy talés fallin love and live hapmly ever alter,

e e ey Ry S

That doses not always happen in real e, Being marnied happly

ever after v hand work. Many folk ales are about the troubles
and the tricks they

||I,.|'||II,J|I1'|"| JHII Wik'eH h‘.l'.'l' - Ehgif 1|'||.|rr|_'|-'.
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l:ll;]}' on cach other. Tn wme vemsions, the husband
tarments the wife, and in others the wile orments the
bustanil. Some stores suprpest that hl'lll!: Kindd @l I||||||!_!!'|'|I||| twarils H"r”ﬂ?”'l_ﬂ .
each other it a better route 1o lasting

happiness than quarrelling and fighting

The mmmst uiwswal verauin, retiolil here,
LV GIVES fin Irllr;l‘.,[llllll‘: IGAATET = @ water deinon or
devil = wha keeps playing tricks on the wife becanse
af hier bad temper, The story is drawn from a

mimber of sources, ||'|'l'l-lJ_'| Irsh, sl some Welsh

and English. Many stories from these eountrics

tell uf Bpuhrits, faines, demans and divils living
i running streams and stagnant podals,

The Nie L:r' M F.j.' -""-:}I_‘ L 1 I:|u||:|.
tounid in Wales, and s 2 Ciweni

- |
< AL IRICRORSS i
e e e e S i B - =
O e i e e e o o T TN -

ﬁd?ﬂ{&!#ﬂ*:"y. T ':tirr.:...;,ofrﬂ-d";;. )

birin s togrether the wiater spiri theme with thar of the
sprarring hustend yrid wal
Shakespeare’s The Timing of the Sfrew
similar stories, Because there would have been so mang
folk rales, ballads and broadsheets relating this [H-:|1'.r|.ll'
yarr churrimge hos clay, it 18 difficult 1o knos m.uri_-.

which version hi i '-.|ul:-~|l—.-:r-.' wt s SRLEY LR

i bvased on

Italy, but there are 4 cotipie of € lues inthe [F|J1- itscli

MAEKYNIEK r_,.n'-fﬂ‘

which sugpeest that b Veased it o an Defsh or British
anry. For 4 start, the acton begins at an alehouse on

v heath, Yei heatlis i feature of thi
piot af Traly, In the ||| . the lords and

and alehouises are

fritkshi [ales,
laadics wisaning th |I|I|l |I|I-'|- atrick an a drunken tinker

ard tresit lim as a kg But pinkers oo not come

from Tealy either. They were Lrish and Scorush

travellers, called *unkers' (although it was a name

thew dhid moe Like) because in these ilays thiey earned 4
living,. as b= wiieved arond the CAMINTY, by makinnge l||||||:'-. out of tin.
Ihe main message of the play, that wonm] match of equals’ is impormant
i marriage, s something that Shakespeare hismself belleved ing While he
worked in London, hiswile Anneg raiseil
their chiliren and kepr their Inisiness

inierests ol in Srrat o, She ol

sin well that they were able to mike
i ruch money from her work
as they did from Shakespeares
writing. It seems that in ohd age
they did serile down ti Hive
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vere was a widow who had a daughter named Nora. Nora was
beautiful, but very grumpy and ternbly lazy, She never lifted 2
f'm!__ll;r i} ]11_'1]1 ant never h.:||| a kind word. l‘l'|ll 1111 -III-IE ti'll-llll'l"-' | ) [
."‘;|ll’.| :I'.I“:..H I]JI‘ }H."' I mn “ul-fu a
In the forest nea r||!.' lived a wosdsman called Jame. e hadl a comforabie,
prety cottage and wanted somecne to share it with, There wis just ane
problem. In the sprng by his himme dwelt the Nicky Nicky

Nye, a wicked water devil, Thas did not worry Jamie, for

the devil only came our at night. And why should i worn

his wife=tn-be? What bother is a demon if a woodsman and
his wile each have a good strong spini?

_|.1II1:I:: sacdled his I:IIJI‘IL[} and went in search of a wile
- a sparky young woman he could Gl in love with

He hadn't gone far when he came upon the
widow’s daughier,

Nora was sitting llgl the faver,
:ft!'l:j‘ hlll’l:ll‘}' seattered all about her, Her mother
had sent hier to do the washing. Instead she satand daydreamed,
while the clothes drified in the tide.

Jumie asked a passing farmer, *"Wha is that breauty, and has she
a sweetheart®”
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T hats Mo’ [LI.|:_'|II'I| the farmer. "Masty Mo !]11'} 1J1| ||-.-r. Mo one
i |i|||||. evel I|I'| L !'II'.'rI

I el declared the woodstan, "With all Ty hart.”

“Well, good luck,” the farmer replied. *Shes so contrary she gves her
poor mother nothing but griel. The widow tnes 1o keep things tidy, but
MNora alwovs makes a mess)”

‘All the more reason w marry me!” smiled Jamie, ‘She can come to live
L Iy |”|_|:|} COFEa e, Ty wsr eSSy, I dan'e ||||r|-| : ||l.' |H';|.!-II1 T IMEOVE Wy
Flange on = ["ve more to el :|.||u" connnued the armer 'Her mother
sent MNora to by food for supper, and the selfish girl spent the money an

rlbibans for ber kair!’

'S o worman who needs linle,! laughed Jamie. *All the better for

mie — anid what pretty haire w te up with nbbons!!
S saying, he went up Lo M ora amd -.|1u|-.'r_' CVET 0 [N ilinely
'Pretty maiden, your fine clothes will soon be washed away
in the tide: Peérmit me to help fisteh themn hack.”
Do what you like!" sniffed Nora.
Very well,” laughed Jamie. '1Ull be glad o help®
With thar he picked Nora up = which she liked very
much for he was a strong handsome fellinw, Then he
threw her in the river = which she didn'e like at all
“I'here vou go!’ he cried, "You'll carch the clothes easily
enoigh, now you're in the water?
Spluttering and swearing, gasping and mcaning,
MNora gathered up the garments anil stoanped hrack
1o the bank
*And you needn' mind gemting wet,' Jamie poldd her.
The water will wash away all youir grumpiness.”
Louirsing, she threw the wet

things in Jamies face




