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7.

AFRICA

With 54 nations, Africa has the most

You’ll have heard about Africa’s
record-breaking wildlife, from its
huge elephants to its tall giraffes and
super-speedy cheetahs. But you’ll
also find many other record-
breakers, from natural marvels such
as the world’s biggest waterfall to
lesser-known wonders like the
largest mud building and the most
enormous pink lake.

countries of any continent on Earth.
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All is quiet on the savannah. Under the glare of the hot sun, The impala is fast, but the cheetah is faster. In fact, the
antelopes and zebras cool off by the waterhole, their tails cheetah is the fastest land animal on the planet, able to

| gently flicking the flies away. But suddenly, the creatures are reach a top speed of 98 kilometres per hour: more than
g startled by a flash of movement. A hungry cheetah bounds twice as fast as the quickest human sprinter. When a
from her hiding place in the long grass, scattering a herd cheetah is running at full pelt, it can cover seven metres (or

e

of impalas. The cheetah has a young impala in her the length of an elephant) in a single stride. But the cheetah
sights, and the pair streak across the landscape, is not the only record breaker on the African savannah:
leaving clouds of dust in their wake. many creatures here have their own claimsito fam
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There are several active
volcanoes in the region. One,
called Erta Ale, has two bubbling

lava lakes at its summit.
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Nicknamed ‘Hell on Earth’ and a ‘land of Visiting Danakil is like arriving on another
death’, the Danakil Desert in north-east planet. It lies in an area of volcanic activity,
Ethiopia is not everyone’s top choice for so the landscape is strewn with bubbling
a holiday destination. The blistering lava lakes and neon rock formations. There
sunshine and lack of rain make this are thermal springs here, but you wouldn’t
scorching desert an uncomfortable spot to want to bathe in them: these bright-green
spend time in. It’s the hottest place on pools are not only filled with acid, but are
Earth if you look at the average weather all also scalding hot. Remember to pack your
year round. Here, temperatures normally sunscreen, a hat and gallons of water...
hover around 34.4°C, but can soar to 55°C you’re going to need them.
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With a span of 1,700 metres and a drop of more than At the top of this natural wonder, just before the /
100 metres, the Victoria Falls is the most enormous water plummets into the gaping canyon below, is the
waterfall in the world. This spectacular curtain of Devil’s Swimming Pool. Believe it or not, when the
water, whose spray can be seen from 20 kilometres water level is just right, brave swimmers can go for a
away, is known as Mosi-oa-Tunya by the locals, which dip here! Although it looks terrifying, there is a
means ‘the smoke that thunders’. These falls bridge natural barrier of rock just below the surface, which
two countries: the border between Zimbabwe and stops people from being washed over the edge. The

Zambia lies in the middle. view from the brink into the gorge beneath is dizzying.
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