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For my family, 
Kelly, Benjamin, and Edward.

And for my high school art teacher, 
Mrs. Elam.
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•  A  N OT E  O N  T H E  A RT  •

Each piece of art begins with a rough pencil sketch projected onto a piece of glass as a guide for 
sculpting. The illustration is shaped in clay by hand, then wooden tools are used to create the 

smallest details. The clay sculptures are photographed outdoors in natural light and then digitally 
painted with as little retouching as possible. I can say my fingerprints are literally all over this book!

Although the worlds in this book live in my head, when I sculpt them in clay they become real. 
I can touch them, light them, and look at them from different angles. Each clay sculpture takes its 
own time to create. Whether I am sculpting the trees or clouds or characters, I feel like I am truly 

immersed in this little world. It’s real to me. I just love it.
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