Miro and Zia live in Aurora, a fishing town nestled in the shadow
of a mysterious castle. Miro lives in the world of books; Zia is never

without her camera. The day they meet, they stumble upon a secret.

With Zia determined to discover more, a reluctant Miro finds
himself pulled into a real-life adventure.

= €23;¥?§£§ZAT j'f Ee I

HNDI NVHILVNOI(

\I

ISBN 978-1-776572-66-3

781776"572663

499

1. il

GECKO
PRESS

vvvvvvvv
nsible sources.

resp
FSC* C124385

9

JONATHAN KING

GECKO PRESS







FOR PIPPI, HAZEL AND HUCK

This edition first published in 2020 by Gecko Press
PO Box 9335, Wellington 6141, New Zealand
info@geckopress.com

© Jonathan King 2020
© Gecko Press Ltd 2020

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted or
utilized in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying or
otherwise without the prior written permission of the publisher.

Distributed in the United States and Canada by Lerner Publishing Group, lernerbooks.com
Distributed in the United Kingdom by Bounce Sales and Marketing, bouncemarketing.co.uk

Distributed in Australia and New Zealand by Walker Books Australia, walkerbooks.com.au

Jonathan King acknowledges the generous support of Creative New Zealand for this book
Gecko Press acknowledges the generous support of Creative New Zealand

5 creativOB

ARTS COUNCIL OF NEW ZEALAND TOI AOTEAROA

Printed in China by Everbest Printing Co. Ltd, an accredited ISO 14001 & FSC-certified printer

ISBN: 978-1-776572-66-3

For more curiously good books, visit geckopress.com



JONATHAN K

GECKO PRESS



HEY, BOOKWORM/

) WHAT YOuU @OT
THERE? BOOKS?

UH, YEAH. I DO ACTUALLY.

I BET HE
HAS TOO!

HUH? WHAT'S THAT
SUPPOSED TO MEAN?

MAYBE WE
SHOULD TAKE
THOSE BOOKS?

YOU SURE?
THEY DON'T HAVE
PICTURES.
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HEY, FISH EGGS!
\




YEAH, WELL...WHAT IF WE
JUST TAKE YOUR CAMERA?

THIS 1S
A GREAT

I WONDER
WHO I SHOULD
SHOW IT TO?

HEY, IS THAT YOUR

DAD’S BOAT COMING |
IN? WHY DON'T WE
ASK HIM?

ALL THOSE
FISHER-KIDS
THINK THEY RUN
THE TOWN.
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PO

DID YOU

WHATEVER
IT WAS HAD A
HOLD ON HIM...

AND WASN'T
LETTING &O!

DIDN'T WE— NO WAY! THE HAUNTED
MANSION? SURE.
- OK, MAYBE NOT.
- YOU'RE Z/A, '
START SCHOOL IN THE - RIGHT? ~ IT'S NOT
SAME WEEK. I SAVED ~ HAUNTED!
YOU FROM GETTING P
BEATEN UP THEN B TIHﬁ'l:/g EIC?M'/‘E' 7
TOO, DIDN'T 17 - ”
THE ROAD REALLY?Z HUH.
FROM YOU.
i YOU KNOW
L THINK YOU /4 \( WHERE I LIVE?
WERE THE ONE \
BEATING ME UP, -
ACTUALLY. o A

HAVEN'T YOU ALWAYS
THOUGHT THAT THERE'S
SOMETHING WEIRD ABOUT
THIS TOWN, MIRO?

WEIRD? DON'T YOU MEAN
BORING?Z INTERESTING THINGS
HAPPEN ANYWHERE BUT HERE.
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