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Chapter One

The morning this strange case
started was just like any other.
Holmes was sitting at the table,
eating his breakfast and mulling over
the headlines of The Times. I joined
him and poured myself some coffee.
He had just taken a bite of toast
when he stopped and looked towards
the window. ‘I do believe a hansom

cab has stopped outside, Watson.
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Hansom cab
A quick and relatively cheap mode
of public transport, just right for two
people. It can take corners fast without
tipping over, despite having only two
wheels. The driver sits outside at the
back of the carriage, so that passengers
are able to have a private conversation.
Another choice is the Clarence cab.
These have four wheels and are called
‘growlers’ because of the noise they
make over cobbles. They are useful for
groups of more than two, or if taking

luggage.
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I wonder if we have a visitor, He
sprang to his feet and went to the
window. ‘Ha! We do indeed!’

A moment later I heard the

doorbell ring and our housekeeper,



Mrs Hudson, answer it.

The man who entered was tall
and thin. He had a long nose, like
a beak, and eyes that sparkled
brightly from behind a pair of

'H«.._Q\

f“\

gold-rimmed glasses.
‘Mr Sherlock Holmes?’ he
said, holding out his hand.
‘Indeed. And this is my

A«T

_ar.'
'.;"
§ o \

friend, Doctor Watson.
How can we help you?’
asked Holmes.

‘My name is Doctor
Mortimer and I am here

because I have a very strange



problem. I have heard that you are
the best person to consult!

‘Please, tell me the details’

‘I have an old manuscript, said
Doctor Mortimer.

‘I saw it as soon as you came into
the room, said Holmes. ‘Dating
from about 1730 unless it’s fake’

‘The exact date is 1742, said
Doctor Mortimer, impressed. ‘It’s
a family paper that Sir Charles
Baskerville gave me to keep safe.
He died a few months ago, at his
home in Devon. I was his friend as

well as his doctor.



‘The paper tells of a legend that
runs in the Baskerville family, the
doctor continued. ‘T am sure that it
is connected to the strange problem
I have come to speak to you about.
Let me read it to you’

Holmes leaned back in his chair,

put his fingertips together and

closed his eyes.
Doctor Mortimer cleared his @

throat and began to read.
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I, & descendant of the Baskervi]le
family, shall how Fevea] the truth
of the legend behind the Hound of
the Baskervilles.

My ancestor, Sir Hugo
Basherville, was a crue] and
eVi] man. He fel] in Jove with the
daugh’cer‘ of a Jocal farmer, but she
did not love him back. So Sir Hugo
went to the farm and kidnapped
the gil‘l.

He Ior'ough’c her to Baskervi]le
Hall and Jocked het in an upstairs
Foom. She escaped by clz‘mIoihg down
the ivy that cover's the south wall.

When Sir Hugo learned that she
had tun away, he was ahgry. He
swot'e that he would give his sou] to
the devil if he could Just ¢atch her.



He sanddled his hotse, let his
hunting c{ogs out ahd gave them the
j¥]s scent from het handke‘r‘chief.

Theh he g'a.llopecl off actross t1he moot.

gir Hugo’s servants fOHOWec{ him.

They saw 2 shephet‘a[ w
he'd seeh the giY‘l, followed by the
dogs and Sir Huge and something
terrifying he could not describe.
when the meh found 81t Hugo’s
dogs they wete whimpe‘r‘ing at the
edge of = dip in the moof. Below 12y
the bodies of the git‘l and Sir Hugo
_ put wotst of all was the g‘:‘ea’t
black beast that stood over them.

It looked like > gigan’tic houhd!

The servahls Tah

The legehd of the hounhd has
the Baskel“Vﬂle family evel sihce.
No BaskeY'Ville should evet ¢ross

~_ the moot at nigh’c.



Holmes yawned.
‘Don’t you find it interesting?’
asked Doctor Mortimer.

‘I'm not really one for fairy tales,

said Holmes.
Doctor Mortimer took a folded
newspaper from his pocket. ‘This

is no fairy tale, Mr Holmes. Here,

see this’

Holmes took the paper and

showed it to me.

'[ Dpuun County (llhrnmrlp |

14 May 1889

SIR CHARLES

' BASKERVILLE IS DEAD
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Sherlock Holmes

" World-renowned private
detective Sherlock Holmes has
solved hundreds of mysteries,
and is the author of such
fascinating monographs as
""i Early English Charters and The
Influence of a Trade Upon the Form of
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r’ /{ : \ a Hand. He keeps bees in his free time.
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Dr John Watson

Wounded in action at Maiwand,

moved into 221B Baker Street. There f*/ A -
he was surprised to learn that his 164
new friend, Sherlock Holmes, faced
daily peril solving crimes, and began
documenting his investigations.

Dr Watson also runs a doctor’s practice.
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To download Sherlock Holmes activities, please visit
www.sweetcherrypublishing.com/resources
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Dr John Watson left the army and /]
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With a deadly phantom
hound on the loose ahd a
mysterious mah living oh the
moot, Devoh is a dahgerous
place to be. But Holmes and
Watson must put their fears
aside. The country’s favourite
cY‘iMe-ﬁgh’(ihg duo heed to
uhtavel the S’t'r‘ahge ¢ase
of Sir Chatles Basketrville’s
murdet befor'e his hephew
Meets the same fate.
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