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C ities are full of possibilities. They are where big ideas
are born. becouse they welcome people from far and
wide, bringing them tegether to live and work. and e swap
skills, inventions and thoughts. We've been living in cities
for thousands of years, and now more and more of us are
choosing clty life.

Togather. the 25 cities in this book tell the history of human
life. The first city we'll visit is Jericho in the Middle East.
home to areund 2,000 pesple over 10,000 years ago. when
hardly any cities existed. The last is modern-day Tokyo

in Japan, which has the highest pepulatien of any city on
Earth voday - more than 38 million people. Today. cities
are home toe more than half of all the people in the world.

All the clties we'll vizsit have fascinating stories o tell -

of wars and revalutions, the rize and fall of powerful
empires, and the movement of people all over the globae.
Each of thess cities iz exciting and unique, Turn the pages
and you'll be transported to Athens in ancient Greece,
where the first democracy was born, Beijing at the time
of the mighty Ming dynosty and Paris during the French
Bevolution, when rebellion brewed in itz crowded slums.
You'll find out what daily life was like for people in all af
these very different places and times.

Some of these cities are thriving. bustling places voday -
many of the buildings from 2,000 years aga still stand in
the medern city of Rome.

Others are in ruing, like Cuzeo, the [Inca capital city. or
lost beneath desert sands. liks Mernphis in Egypt. Some
are hidden within moedern eities that have grewn up an
their ruins = the temples and pyramids of Tenochtitlan
are hidden beneath moedern Mexico Qity. and the beawtiful
palaces of China's first capital. Xianyang. have bean
destroyed, But you can step back in time and visit them
in this boalk.

A msuntaln elvy hall of palsee A oelvy of lilapds linksd
and temples, ladd owt in the

by bridges. with canale
ahape of & puma. inatead of areeeta.

A gity desp in the A forbidden alty, whiah no
rainferest, glittering with erdinary pereon could anter
beowtiful brass corwisge, en pain of deagh,

We'll also look at what cities of the future might be like -
perhaps they1l be built to encourege wildlife, wsing sustainohle
energy. with buildings alive with lugh. green plants.

@et ready for a fantostie journey. Frepare to walk the strects
of 25 amazing cities, on a voyage through human history.
travelling across the centuries and around the warld,
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Jaricho. one of the aldest citbes on Earth, les in the Middle
East, Befarée the fret bowne oF cities. people travelled absut and
lived in small communities, hunting animals and gathering 0
plants to eat. As people grodually learned to grow crops. 1y
torm animols and store thedr food. commuondties began to lHve .
l. .. B
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Walls oround tha clry beps
ireradars out. The walls were
rebuaklt many times but the frat
anei. built in around 9000 BOE.
are amaong the sarliest oity
walls known in history.
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Children 9000 Years H}a

Daring the first few thousand vears of Jeriche's existance. thare
wizs N0 WELER Mngee)e. There wane no schoals and no teachars
Children arned everytiing rom che people they lived with
It seemns that some babies hod thelr heods tightly wrapped up in
order to change the shape of their heod os thoy grow up. W know
this from several of the skulls found but we don't know axactly
whiy they did it. Perhaps they thought i made them ook gooad!
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Peaple have lived in Jericha far 13000 yvears or more — langer
than any other oty on Earth — and there’s still a clty there today.
But what was Hie like for fomilies bock in Jericho®s earlicst days?®

First Families

By about 10,000 years ogo. houses in Jericho
wara built using sun-drisd mud bricks. Most
tamily life hoppened in the largest room in the
house, while smealler rooms might hove been used
as bedrooms or for storoge. People spun and wowve

cloth o mmake clothes and they ussd stons tools
to harvest araps and Kill anisnals. Living ina rrvod Brick houses and making
eiry reant that grodually different people could 10000 we plostaced skulls e e
apecialiee in dilfferent jobs. becoming Marmmers. T d1rs1 pebcpls Danoase
crafispecple, seidiers, priests or troders AN b kb,
] E I
Burial Rites
The early people of Jericho uswally buried their dead ?mm
[Bometimes even under the floors of their housos), The Assyrians ars
In Bame cases the skiulls ware Kept separately. Sare 1P Che e £ ST,
i i - . i Bolkrwnd by Ui Pefidainia
e a.:u_l.s whare covarad in plaster o :'nu.‘iie 1ife-Likon Peces, “:.

= \%‘_ uEing shalls 1o represeny the ayed. Iv'e poegible they

#u . ware kept on display @8 a way of remembering what

ﬁa‘ﬁ& o fomily membar hod logked like afver thay were gone |
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The Walls of Jericho = ) 1500-1400s
- F Ancient daricdhs
The peopia o Jericho bukls hge spone walls arcund L 4 ot loas ond lesn
rhee eity and o lsekowt tower (at lsass 5.000 yeara befors the — waaahears.
pyramids of ancbent Egypt ware bullt to keap thamsalvas s ’I
safe. The walls ware rebuilc many times becouse of atracks, i -
L

falling into disrepair ond at least once due to an sarthguake.




MEMPH 1§ oo

Founded os the noew copital whon Upper and Lower Egypt
bacams cna, Memphis remained the largest and moat
impartant ety in Egypt far 3.000 vears, Oréginally known
as fnbu-Fedf or "Whive Walls'. becauss its painted raed brick

palace shone brightly across the deasrt. Memphis was a
of workshops and warehouses and was sald to be under
protection of the god Proh, the potron of croftamen.
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The thres largest pyramids in
Egypt are near Giza. 20 kilometres
rnorth of Memphis. They were
built arcurd 2500 BCE and ook
s rhousands of workers decades to ‘- __.
Banilel, The largaest. called fhe Great ‘\._

Pyrambd. wos ballt frem over two
million stone blocks. All thros
pyramids were finlshed in bright
whine Hrmestone and had o golden
cap ot thalr summit. Standing guared
witk B Baancu s Sphin & hage stetus
carved ot of stame to losk 1ike the
head of a humam on the bedy of a lian
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In.lj: ; For thousands of years, Mamphls was the lorgest and most important
'\___._,.Jr city in Egypt. But, rather strangoly, during lts long hilstery the ety

] actually moved locationl Parts of the ity were abandoned, and naw
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arsas built as the mighty River Nile changed it courss and gradually
drifted sastwards. The alty of Memphis oo langer exists today. Much
of its remalins lie hidden beneath several amall modern villages that
howe sprang up where the mighty trading clty once stood.
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11 Family Zife
Thai family waa the most important pare

—
—1 of ancient Egyption scoiety, and mest boys
i‘ ﬂ wore married by 18 and girls by arcund 14

[

years af ope. Unlike many other societies at

T.; the tima, men and women hod almost agual \{ q’{

BTarESE. and it is thauaght that some girls. o= (j

o e

£ will Gf Boys. might have een tEeght o resd
hisroglyphe. the plerarial symbala that make
1 up tha wrirtan ancient Egyprion language
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Along with the rest of Egypt. Mamphis dopended on the River Nile
far fresh water for people to drink, as well as water for growing
crogs. The river flooded every July. leaving behind it wary rich,
fertile farming land. The Mils was alss used as an easy way of
transporting people and goods, althouwgh vou had 1o watah ot
Ear aggressive Rippes and humgey rocodiles

A T-rnd'.inﬁ Mation

Egyptions swopped thalr goods for what they wonued '
fram other tradars. Merchants from Memphis troded !
with many other countries in the Middle East to the cast
and in Africa to the south, as well as sailing ocross the
Medirarransan Sea. Memphis was one of the richest cities in
the anclent wosld. partly becauss of the gald mines boated in
thie desart to the aaar that kept wealth Mewing inte the ciry:
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The Rule of Pharachs

The pharash was the absshibte rialas
of Egyps and he fof. vary rarely. skhe)
sal the lywa, oolleciad taxes. gwned
all af the land. and was responsible
tor keaping the peopbs sofe from war
and imvaders, Fharoohs were seen as
god-like beings, and often married
thedr siblings or half-33blings to keep
the bloodline 'pure’. Pharashs aften
had many children, with Rarmossss []
recarded az having 156 childranl

Gods and Goddesses

The Egyptians believed in over 2,000 gods
and goddesses. many of which wene shown as
half-hirman. hall-anioal beings. The mast
Impertant §od was the aun ged. Ba
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Egypdons balieved thot every dusk. Fa wos | .__"
swaollowed by the sky goddess, Muat, as it went
dark. Fa spent the night travelling through the
underwarld =0 he cauld be reborn at down. Each
Egyvptian home hod 08 own litele shring oo tha

- geds, whare the family would woerahip dakly
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Life After Death

Egyptians believed that by préeserving the
bady of sormesnd wha had died. they oould
enpanre that persons soul would 1ive an in
cha afpariife. They did this cheough o process
called mummilkeetion, in which the parsons
tntgrnal orgons {opart from the heart) were
romoved. The body was cooted with salt
and beft to dry for 40 days before it wos
stuffed and wrapped in bandages
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around them were small, independant regions,
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U and mast powsrful of thees all. Areund 2,500
years 699, the ancient Athenlans developed " .

a new way of running things. giving every
meale cltizen the chance to have their say.
Thi Athanlans hod inventsd democracy.
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