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IT ALL BEGAN HERE.. -

Roald’s
Writing Hut

Clever Mr Fox, eccentric Willy
Wenka and the wicked Grand High

Witch first came to life in a hut in

TOOLS FOR THE JOB

Roald never learned to type, but

instead wrote oll his stories in pencil on
yallow lined poper. He always used
the same brand of pencil, and kept
exactly six by his side - five in a jug,
and anae bo wark with.

Roald Dohl's garden. This was no
ordinary shed, though. Instead,

it was filled with photographs,
pictures, extraordinary objects and
personal mementoes that sparked

Roald's imagination.

WEIRD AND
WONDERFUL

A table in the writing hut held oll

sorts of curicus objects from Roald’s

own life. These mementoes included
o model grasshopper given to him
by a fan of Jomes and the Giant
Peach, a jar of spinal shavings,
and fragments from an ancient
vase he found in Greece.

ROALD’S ROUTINE

Roaold described the peaceful spoce
he created in his hut as his “litle nest”.
He kept a strict routine, working for
twao hours each morning, and two
more in the afterncon. His chair -
which had once belonged te his mother
- had a hole cut in its back to stop it
prassing on his painful spine, and an
old svitcose served as a leg rest. Roald
liked to write with the curtains drawn
to block out any distractions.

:ﬂf rvul':&r Gruesome objsd in the
writing hut was Roald'y very owe hi
barsl When he hod an Cperoion ':
raplace if, the docior said if was tha

largast he hod gver i=am.
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Childhood

Memories

Roald's colourful childhood provided the
inspiration for many of the characters he
later created and the stories he wrote.

In his autobiography Boy, Roald said of
these memories: “Some are funny. Some
are painful... | suppose that is why | have
always remembered them so vividly.”

FANTASTIC FAMILY

Eoald was born in Wales to Morwegion
parents. When he was three, his seven-
yoar-old sister, Astri, died. Several weeks
later, his bather also died. Following these
iragedies, Roald's “davuntless” mother
raised Roald and his four siblings alona.
He adored her, claiming she was the
greatest influence on his life.

Roald's older half-brother, Louis, once
invented o boomerang colled a “Skilly
Wonka". It loter provided Roald with just
the inspiretion he needed in choosing
the perfect name for the fantastic
factory owner in Chorlie and the
Chocolate Factory = Willy Wonkal

Roald, c1720

% ;
trolls and l:ll'lr :;Zg;:ﬂﬂr
mythical Norwegian
Creatures thqt lived in
the dark pine forests

or she was '
A GREAT TELLER
OF TALES -

Raald describing hiy mathar,
o “Mama™

Roald's
i 1 a0 -.mu'n can

wag

Repion Schoal, which Roald
enended from the oge of 13

SCHOOLDAYS

When Roald turned nine, he was sent
away to boarding school. In his first term
ot 5t Peters he wos desperately homesick.
He even prefended he was very ill with
appendicilis so that he could be sent home
for a few days. Roald hated the bullying
and harsh punishments that were part of
school life. Mo prizes for guessing where
he got all his ideas for Crunchem Hall
and the ghastly Miss Trunchbull!

SWEETS!

of the aljects in his w7

r ki -:hl:ﬂ
daity kunchiim o et

In Boy, Roaold tells of how he and his friends
lived for the local sweet shop. There was one
problem, though - its owner, Mrs Profchelt, was
a mean, grimy and loathsome woman! Roald
and four friends got their own back |:|-}r p-h;n:ing
a deod mouse in one of her jars of sweats. IF's
easy to see how Mrs Pratchett may have been
the inspiration for two of Roald's most beastly
creafions, the Twits.

plate bar, and sErun
s bl sach day.




Exciting
Adventures

After finishing school, Roald's thirst for
adventure took him to faraway places.
For a while, he worked in East Africa,
calling it the “lond of palm trees and
coconuls... and lions and elephants
and deadly snakes”. His accounts

of this time tell of wonderful
experiences, and encounters

with a host of exotic animals.

FIGHTER PILOT

When the Second Waorld War
broke out in 1937, Roald joined
the Royal Air Force to frain as a
pilot. Flying high above the couds
was o delight for adventurous
Roald, who described it as
"marvellous fun", In 1940, he
crashed his plane in the North
Alfrican desert and spent six
months in hospital. Roald's

first published writing was a
newspaper account of his crash.

Reald kept o model Hurricons
Flﬂﬂl in I1I| wrrhﬂ,g '-||||.'r
like those he faw in the

Second Warld War.
10

FAMILY LIFE

Roald loved to tell his five children megical
stories = tales that lurned inta his books. He
hung shimmering "witch’s balls” from their
badroom cailings to keap bod witches away,

i
g

Rookd enjoyed wriling obout ol and at bedfime gave them “wilch's polions™
sorts of creotures, from huge gionis made out of canned peaches, milk and food
ko Hiny tarboises. That might axphain colouvring. He told them wonderful tales of a
why he kep# o liny wooden toripise

fantastic fox or a dream-catching giont, and
in @ jam jer on his desk

avan stood oulside their windows pretending

= ,,15_:.__‘ =1 { to Blaw in sweet dreams!
i e
-@?j& '
\ Ll J

‘It was try|
y the
_most breathless and
In a way THE MosT
EXH] LARATING
TIME | have ever

h'ﬂd in my ﬁf&_'

Likw Mr Foo,
Raald adared his Family.

Eﬂdd d.:.;:ri 1 o
ey GIPSY CARAVAN

In Danny the Champion of the
World, Danny and his beloved
father live in an old gipsy caravan.
Roold installed one in the gorden
of his family home, "Gipsy House™,
for his children to play inside.
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r.% | less than 35 scconds: “Forrunaiely, thei
/ " [ : ¥ their
e : !I 3 | ordeal was over in a jiffy" said shop-

After James loses his loving parents to

a hungry rhinoceros, he is forced to live
with his beastly aunts Spiker and Sponge.
However, events toke o peculiar - and
magical - hrn...

e
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 MEVENING STAN

RUNAWAY RHINO
DEVOURS SHOPPERS

Aeaff reparser A5 Fiyie

| Two people were killed by 3 rhinocers
aher it eecaped from London 7o
i vesterdsy aftermoan, :

The enraged aninmal galloped along
busy sercers, charging startled pedesrians
and remming vehicles,

Wiencises described how the rhino
-ﬁ:’- pored and consumed its victims — pamed

by police a3 Mr and Mrs Trotser — jn

e

Jamas Henry Troter,
Age 7

Roold Dahl trained as a fighter pilot during lhadsl_-amnd ::u::.dm
War, and loved the strange, magical wulrld I-ml 1:@:}5 s
the r:lnud:.. I¥'s very likely that this experignce inspired fl

for James and the Giant Peach.

SPIKER AND SPONGE

Could any child have twe more loothsome aunts than tall and bony
Spiker or her enormous sister, Sponge? These repulsive sistars treat
poer James like o slave, forcing him to do all the housewerk and
never allowing him to see other children.

¥ ‘I look and smell,’
Aunt Sponge declared,
‘AS LOVELY AS A ROSE!
Just feast your eyes upon
my face, observe my
shapely nosel’

- Bink S.p,gnﬂ. -

‘Behold MY gorgeous
curvy shape, my teeth,
MY CHARMING GRIN!
Oh beautecus mel How
| adore my radiant looks!
And please ignore the
pimple on my chin.”

- #upnt Spiker -
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-
\Fn' :\ e L e S ‘IT’S G‘ROWIN G Aunt Spiker cried.

When James encounters the strange old man in his

aunts’ garden, it seems his troubles are over. Given I"‘"s ge”ing bigger und bigger'!l

a bag of sparkling green crystals, he is told that

“fabulous, unbelievable things” will happen if he

swallows them. As he runs off, however, lames Irips

beneath an old peach tree - and can only watch as

the precious crystals wriggle away into the soil... The greedy

ounky poon spod
an cpparbunity

il & .
Something is about to to make some

uick gaik,
0 happen, he told himself. i

\ ‘SOMETHING

PECULIAR

is about to happen 3
at any moment.’

= James Henry Trofler -
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a3 tree rcr.i-.d.r 5wl A% howse

Roald had o charry tree in the
grounds of his home. One day
he got te thinking about whas
might happen if o cherry, or
an apple or a pear Just kepi
On growing... and growi
Thok Wbl erad i
peech of an ideg|
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swarms of reporiers to the howse.




THE ADVENTURE
BEGINS

James discovers a hole in
the side of the pam:h,. and
can’t resist crawling through
the squishy tunnel. Inside,
several gigontic insacts
have been waiting for him
- and soon he and his new
companions are rolling
away from the ghastly

hill an o marvellous and
magical journey.
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THE PEACH’S CREW

When James first crawls into the peach, it
is to find saveral enormous insacts waiting
for him - and each of them ot least as
large as James himselfl However, he soon
discovers that his new friends are nothing
like as terrifying as they look.

Miss Spider
Poor Miss Spider has suffered in life
after witnessing Awnt Sponge killing bath
her Fother and her grondmather. Despite
her 'rnurd-urnu:.-lunﬁng head™, she i o
gartle soul and her spirning skills are
sssential bo the peoch’s survival,

The Ladybird
Immansely prowd of hee nine
spoby, the Lodybird is a kind

The Glow-worm
Hanging quistly from the peach
cwiling, the Glowworm provides
lighting, Sk ends up becoming
the light inssde Mew Yark's Stadue

of Liberty [ond sowing the city
rem a big electriciy bill).

e il o

The Centipede
James soon leams io like the
boastful Canfipede. A bl of o
raical, he loves taunfing the
Earthwaorm and singing. The
Cantipade i1 aatromaly prowd of his
=100 feet” (and boaks) alihaugh it
tures oul ke oaly has 421

- It Tz o
= al “F my Bedfag] -
3 H. 'q"‘“"'-."lﬂ';' T e 2Pinlon that tha
- #9804 202 remopag Lo, OAH8USE fon, ‘ang YRS The Earthworm friand ko Jamas, With 400
ik 0w dute yne 11 _.::“;:‘- HBE baep With his gloomy cutlook children, she has ahvays been
EoAs ‘M AT notige, on lifs, th Earibwerm hounted by o fear of fire - a
h . often speaks of how the Feser theat i3 Pt B read whan
} —_— peoch is degenod, But his she morries o fireman.
Signed: pp gy bravary when be i used a3
b Bantam ‘onel Wallgs
#ldmbep, F:;r T L hﬂl‘ﬂlil‘iﬂhlﬂlﬂﬂ*
i hedps o sove the paach,

The Silkworm
Although she is very quist,
the Sillcworm and her silk one
essential ko James's rescue plan
when sharks otiock, Both she
and Mis Speder end wp rusning
a fodiory thot produces ropes
for ightrope walkers.,

The Old-Green-
Grasshopper
A3 the aldest peach pasenger,
tha Cld-Green-Grasshopper is a
wise ond calming presence. He
skilfully “plays” his body like a
violin = ond eventuolly becomes
o mambaer of the Mew Yark
ﬁ;lmphnnr Oirchastra.
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