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llustrated by Sam Usher




Here on the savannah, | live with my herd.

I'll tell you our history — hear every word.

My grandmother has so much knowledge to share.
She leads us to water, she somehow knows where.




But then came strange humans and new sounds rang out:

a clanking of metal, spades scraping, fierce shouts.

They brought their machines that pumped clouds in the sky,
and shrieked like h}renas as th-e:,r clattered b':,.r.



... what will we hear?



Al about

Elephants

There are two species of elephant in Africa: African
smeannah [Loxodants Afrrcana) and Afvican forest
{[ﬂ':l'\ﬂdﬂ'llld' c:,.l:b.l'.l':-_ll. There = also snother
species of elephant that lves in Asia.

There i usually ane leader in a
fermale herd, the matriarch,
She is usually the oldest
fernale and leads her
daughters and their
cabeas. The matriarch
has the expenence and
knowledge to help the
herd survive by finding
water and food and
svoiding danger.

|
L3 =]
- o

‘aval

A very useful trunk

An alephant’s trunk is made up of its upper lip and
nose. [t can grow to be over two metres long and
wuig_h &t masch az 140 kilq-w‘amr...ﬁn Ilu-plunl'. Can
use its trunk to pick up tiny objects, comfort other
elephants, defend itself, push over trees snd suck up
waker to drink.

A pretty cool skin

Thee shan of an elephant can be up to 2.5 centimatros
thick. Elephants roll in mud and dust to remave bugs
fram thes skin and hlp coal. El-lplunu'.' SArS. ANE
dosigned to pump blood around them to help cool
the elephant down under the hat African sun. The
mare the sars ﬂup, the haotter the l|r|:|hunl: 5.

What about the male elephants?

Male or bull elephants are also known as bachelors’.
When they become adults, they leave their mothers
and often join other males in small groups. They
don't reach full size until they are arcund 35 vears
oid, so they can spend about half their life growing!

Faster than you'd think

African elephants can walk up to 195 kilometres

por day, but usuaslly only cover arcund 25 kilometres
& day. Whaen they need to, they can run at speeds of
60 kilametres per hour.

Mighty tegth

Elephants’ tusks are extra-long incisor teeth that
start to grow when they are about two years old.
Male -ullphmu tuzks i:.unw-ll'gh ower 100 kil-ngram:.
Elophants have six sets of testh that grow one set
after another, throughout their lves. Most elephants
have started to use their final set b:,r the ngedfﬁﬂ

Talking to each other

Elephants can communicate with each other using
argund 70 different calls. These range from deep
rumbles to loud trumpets. It's thought they can alsa
BONSE SEISMIC WaVES I:.rml-”ing Il'lrl:ll,.l#'l the En:une;l

using their sensitie foet,

Growing old, growing big

A male elephant can prow as tall as four metres
and waigh up to seven tonnes. The average African
elophant has a life span of about 7O years. That's

a leng time to remermber where to find the best

sources of water!

A big appetite

African slephants are herbrvores and only et
prasses, herbs, Fruit, plants and trees. An Afncan
-ll-lplunl: can eat 8z msch at four to seven per cont
of its body weight every day! Elephants know how
to dig down inte dry river beds with their feet, trunk
and tusks to find water under Ilwﬂrmﬂ



