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INTRODUCTION

WH'IMI'IJH]“IHI born ln Gresl Britsin o chate be make thedr bomes here,
thaisands of extraordinary Bribens hawe brightened Britain = and the warld
beyand I8 = and changed bath for the better.

Writers ke Mary Shelley, Lemna Sissay and Judith Eerr
have made readers imagine incredisle things, sie the world
differently. or hope that ane day a liger maght come fo lea -

Leienlists like Alexander Fleming, Slephen Hawking and Tim Berners- Lee
have made dipcoveries that cured Wneises, allowed us to underidand fhe
wraverse better, or commected peagle 2l around he world

PR

Hetivists e Emmebing Pankhurst and Malala Yausalzal have faught for wamen's
rights. so that all waren cas vabe in gewernment eleclians of have antess s educalian.

& ¥
Musicians like Paul McCariney, Yehudi Menuhin ‘*"ﬁ ﬂﬁm ﬁ" ﬁﬁw

and Staemzy have Brought joy_ entertainment and
indpiration 1o millions of pecple with their calchy
{une. expreisive melodias, or orealive sang lyris,

And the wark of Beifons like Florence Nightingale = wha ploneered modem
mariing - and Aneerin Bevan - who feunded the Natknal Health Servie -
ks erared that everyone can be Laoked aFler when they besams ill. w

Gt Britsin's paid is complicabed, thaugh. and i3 hislaey - etpecially the history of the Brifish Empire - hau't slways
bean great. jusd, or 3 source of pride, In the Mth century, England 1iarted to invade ather coundries, wanding 1o condred
them and use their wealth and resources. s the places they invaded. they stale Land, oraps and ather valualde things,
aned aften made the peaple there live acording ba beliels that weren® their own. Sametimes, they even endlaved
prople who lived in these places, or helped obbers bo enslane them, Some Bridish prople became wery rich, while

many peaple in these oundries were treated ouelly wd witheet respecl, and became very poor

The growsp of counbries that Great Beitain ruled ower was called ihe Brilish Empire. and this history of
hase counlries it sew lightly wewen Logether with Britain's awn. Mast sations which were part of the
Empire have now become independent again - b we are all 38ill living with the impacd of the past.

Lame people who became parl of the Beitich Empire made their hamed in Britain and helped
1o change things For the balter, The Black anfi-slavery campabgners Dlaudah Equiano and

Mary Prince setiled in Britain in tha Ktk and 19tk centuries. Both were formerly enslaved
peaple wha wrabe and published thesr life staries 1o help peaple understand the horrars of
the lave rade, which was officially abslabed in Britain in 1533,

Many years [ater. in 1965, activist Paul Stephenson Feught succersfully be qet the first
law padsed thal sad Britons of all skin calours misit ke trealed equally. Today, (ke writer
Malarie Blackman's gripping Mecghty and Cratses books show readers sl over the world
Ihow racism gonbiseses to affect people's lives. both in Britsin and eliewhere,

Making this lish of 50 Gresd Britand = and choosing wha ba include and wha La Lewne oul
- was vary hard, and Involved some exiremely fough dediians. Some people in hislory
Ihave athieved birilliast thinge. But have behaved in ways that did haem 1o others toa,
Lame bave creabed amazing warks of arl, bul have alsa held harsful beliefs.

Roald Dahl. Far example. wha is here becaure of the many Brilliant books he wrote far children, had
prejudiced beliels sbaut Jewish peaple thal are huriful and wiang. Recently. his Family achnowledged
1hiz difficult contradicdion 10a, snd wrole an apology far Ehe harm these view: caused

Wintlon Churchill i considered one of Britain's grealest prime minigiers, bull be slso held
rartid beliafs, Ho sald and did some things that hurt people of colaur, espacially Indian peaple.
As somebody wha is half Indizs myself, | foel that celebrating Winston Churdsills inspirisg

warlime wark does nal wipe oul the mesary of hic sther wards s desdi. E :

When we Leak 21 these people naw, and recognise their great talents snd sbievements, we also
need fo recognise thair faults. and the ways in whidk their beliefs and aclions were nat aooeptable,
then or now. In (his way. we can hope io keep thanging things for the beiter.

&nd things do keep changing, all the time. This Uit (508 the same list Ehat would hawe been made
§0 - or maybe aven 10 - years aga. and 50 years from saw i will protably leak differest again,

Gread Brilain may be & small place, bul if is rich in Linguages, culteres &= brilliam peaple from all
around the world - and thare are many mere than §0 Great Britons, The ones yew can read aboet
here are juit 3 imall relection of the inspiring peaple who have helped shape the country we know
baday = attividte, sulbars, sientiats, musiciand, peliliciasd. énlrepreneurs and many Sone.

Who would yeu kave on pour bist, and why?



BATTLING THE VIKINGS

Feer mary yeary, The Danes had been Landing on the o of * "?.,i
Eregland Erom Scandiraria. Darish Vkings er exploners) carried
su raldy and rind ba claims lard . their ewn Juit 0 Alleedly (hird
beether, Aethelred, took the throne in 8675, they Laundhed a big afiak
and 1oak oosirel of The kingdam of Exil Anglia. Alfred Faught side

bry s with Aashelrnd ta dufand their kirsgdem of l
o

Weasen. bn BT, Alired married o woman cilled Ealhimss,
gl Eliy i) g rmasrh B b iejory ineg Bariband and wile = (ke
LJJ' 'IJ Wikiregs romtiresed S attack!
Ir 870, Alfoed d Beeibvelied Teught nive butiles sqains be Vikingi, They
were ditermingd ol 12 lef e Dares balte 2ver Wenisex, 1he anly Aaglo-Sanos kirgdem
[kt B | beers irreadbid. 'Whas hit brothae fied in 870 Alfved becime king. sad canfinued 1o hald

D' ke Canes Back from winsing power over B whele of England

uring 4 Elme of congtant upred s bnwasion, the Angle-%Saxea king Alfned Blawerver. in BTE. Lhe Vikings, led by their king. Gruthrum, come close to viciory. They saged 2 sorpriae

the Grest sucoedifully defesded his kingdem sqint the Vikings and made attach and almart dl Alfred s fighlers surresdered - wenpl Alleed hismsell” Hie Lay Low s a Teet s Someried
peice with them, and created lows to prated and help bz people, snd made raidh on {he Vikings while secretly bulding op mesher amy.

|
Ytk his new army. Alired defeated ihe Vikings at the Entile of Edinglon. Adier this. he falked 42

Gathruem ta fird & way of making prace betwres the 1wa tider. Gathnem sigred a prace ireaty with Alfred -
T Hﬂu GHTFUL ElﬂT sqreeing Lo carrverd 1o Allred s religian (Lhristianity| and change hit rome ta Aethelstan. |be sgreement wad III'I

fhat the Wikings weuld remain on Bee pabeen dide of Beilain i Do garn Lands called thee Darslow Iﬁ
'When Alfred was bom. in B4, England wain't one big roendny bt wa spld inde ceveral different
tinadamy Allreds Ftker ruled the Angle-Scen bingdam af Wettex Alfred mat bam in D royal
palace in Wasvlage, rovw in Cecferdshine. He mas the dath and youngee child of his panmis, Kisg
Anthebwalf and Queen Oubark,

Altkzugh Allred map a prisce, be bad Teur elder brothers, oo be profably dida’t ghink he
would ever rule himaelf. He Later soid b never wanbed oyl posser - but be atill ended up

_e"ﬂﬂil,.:ﬁil-ﬂ:hhf:ld m#ﬂlrﬁmm%hﬂiﬂ
in o thepherd's but. The shepherd’s wife asked him fo watch the little losver of Eread
Saking in the avhes of the five, Distracted, Alfred les thess furn - and the angry

'mﬁﬂli.ﬂ?ltlirlﬂﬁlmhlﬂh-ﬂﬁﬂq,v. e

an the thinas
% Aliredl wa 2 Theougitfal boy wha liked beoks, accerding S22 Welsh mank alled

2 Arier wha wrale hii begraphy. Ha molber Liughtl him bo lawe paelry. both in b ler.EE AN.D E?R ILLIAHT Ru I..EE
W Tl Alred st hurew Lo dpead all his Seme Bighling The Dunes. b Began 16 Fagut o pome of the
ey reaponsibdition of being o ruler. Fa so8 up choels sad rebail monasteries, rager 1o sducate his
peaple andl preserve I isgdam's krawledge. He thaughl thil leamineg ta resd 1he bralich linguae
wiri espicilly impertanl - and be pericnally trasslaled many boaks from Latin 1o Englich! He atio made
Laws do probect hid people and o perish these whe brake importint pramiie.

Bail b bt Tenqiet thal bis Ringdam would cantines ta seed Selinding, He buill Terls thrgughat
the kingdom and Be began to build up 2 strong ravy 1o guard Weste from e sea He still hed 1o fight
ofl exciianl atackt Tram ather Danith Barced, When b doed ol (b age of 50, in 899, e Led) bebhind 2
kirsgdom in musch bertter erder 1han 1he are Be had inberited - and be is dwarys remembered a5 2 wise
and brillignd rubr. both in peicetime and i wir

'%. Larsguasyes o Ersglinh vl Latin, Whian RMired was 17, Rip mather showed bav tons
%  poetry book with Beadidully coloured pliferes. promiting it to whickever of
£
-

thare Dowld Learn all the pesemy in the kool Tkl Alfred, thooh b wi the
yaungesl, wen 1he cempetition - and the boal!
Hllred ales (ravellid 43 Rame with bip Flbad when hewid 4
thild, where b mal 1he Fope. This saciling jeumey might have

il him even mere ialevedled in Litis, which b ergayed
sludyire Later in his [
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A WORLD IN COLOUR There are more than 20 specics of plants and

animals named after David, including a Carifbcan
Early belevition programmes were Brosdenst in black and while. Bal in 1965, Fat f.clll':rari.i .rrfnjprpqifj and a Madagarcan
Darvid wras gt in charge f fee TV chanrsl BBL Tios, josi Befare it began ba rtump - roed frog f_,_l";.,‘ﬂ?‘" *;mr,w‘;}f
Broadens® in calour. Bow thal wiewers aould see the whale rainbow, what
hauld be thown? He chere o rasee ol exiiling shows, Frem ard programmed 1o
razy tomdins, thal made the darmel very popular.
Barl slthaagh Daid eegoyed running BRL Twe, be mivied preealing
and making programimet havs il aspecily wild|ie programmes
Sor i F3T2. bt belt the: BBC andl retumed ba mating TV, For & long
H fiver, bob Bl marbed 1o Bl @ buge serind, trackisg lile on cur

OUG plarert fram ity earkent begisnings ta 1he present day._ In 1579,
AT I IE NBOB, Life o Facthwad brosdeait far the fired Seme = pad il wai
ﬁ rvalutanary.
i bt lackied ot Tonsi, jellyfish and sharks, David s

Hm- you evar watched a nabure documantary’ Parhaps B was ene of David Atienberough's, Bemin swncemend gaek bis varwers o sere of giting right o
1526, Sir David Afentarough is & famess televirien broadsaster and natwral historian. He 15 the presesier elee Lo secrelive and amazing oresteres. New ways of

of same of the mast popular and powerful shows ever made about plant and animal ife on Planet Earih, Hikming wite uibd 18 chew finy delails of animal ¥ cman
apirabors would wail for haurs So wee a particular crealure, or

2 greate fake habtals 1o they coald Blm while anirmals dlepd. Viewers could
r walch amazirey v pivinndes, Lk Duwid and 3 gorilla rpeting Bace B Tace
- i o ; Thee mesxd dy_ Lhe qarills snd beer thildren groomed Duwid o5 Shough he wa ane of tem! L I8 !
% I_“I“ q'_"“ .IF!':" Harited '"‘I“_' larry mare h::d-m-n:m; ﬁ-:uﬂrtr:i:phllmd_ l:m:::ll Farti's Rabitaty and (reaturer. g J
| A, ""'"'""":_ Ll 'i"";'_ “""l_” Ll Darviad and his arew corbantly Foend raw wirps 1o Film the nateral werkd - in The frials of Life, medical = ,‘ ‘ rf
feeth were “tos Big .f"' bim ro wquipmeel uied 16 loak inside the Ry body allawed then §o film insde an semy aeli’ neit] = A
k¢ @ presenter) He worked ar a L=
v Sy

Tﬂu M‘G‘ EIPLGEER F.ml‘ll.'rr. carera optraters foreclor a H

Althaugh be hat spenl ety all kis life werking as 2 felevision breadrarter, The telrvisian end dpunt cochmctiom intisef

wiit only invemled Thee year afer [vid was bars, 1o he didn £ wuich 1Y e o cbill B
Taghee was The head of University College Lezesier, and David and bis brothevs. Richaed
ard Johin, spend Their childheods running wild and explering the endeersity grounds.
Darwid loved seimne. oliecting rod and Tinding badger setty and bindt nedls = e wven |J'¢rri1|g 18 ﬁfu; Iike Jurerric Park.
made & mineum o Bome b digglay his Finds.
Drwid wiin'l afrikd 1o et Bie hasdi dirty, calching newls B2 128 B the university T

ponthoe mwvney (b} prce 2 newt - abaut £7 today?). He wa ales R 1o explere and lake EA\”HG THE PLAHET
rishs - wheen b was 13, Be jumped on his buycle and oycled sl the way ta the Lake District A
I apiad three wibbhs fave oollacing feasils. Fis paresis had na s whaee bt war! Do s wepecially well krown far his twa recent documestaries aboet

& clever and hard-working sbodeat, David won 2 wholarsbip 1o sludy Katural Scierces ! o e = the beaatiful ind meving e Maner ind Boe Aaet  Dne b

ol Carnbridipt Uriversity. snd joined the British Brosdeating Corporation = or (he BB episede af Blow Flaned N, whith sherwred a2 whale grieving Tee bav baby call
far sharf - in 1957 Lilled by pliitic. made viewers e of how badly glaiti pellutisn slfet musine

Lifi. It had 2 husge vt pricuraging masy preple 18 tart wiing medal 1hraws or

canvar bags Bo awold Filling The sea with more plaitic rubbith
Thguagh serme of kip eaelier programemer wive mare qenile or bepelul sbeul the
enwiranmaal, Daved Aenbereugh is new debermined 1o tell sverpone whe watthes his work
{hul wt rurilL et oo A Ll gur warld. ALL bis life. be kad thawn (b develaprrial of life
an Earth, ils antoniching riches and the ways in which beman aclivity ba barmed
and Theestenad . Maw be i wing dl his exparienoe ba Tell w io ighl badk squins ‘
dirsate chinge and rxtisclisn

Pavid warn't the only performer in the
Samily. Kiv frother Richard woold go on o
Secome am ﬂn:'u-rillnin.' affor and firecior,

Still fasrinaied by mature and wildlde, David Began 12
preveal pragrammes e Andma’ Fefterns, feahing viewer:
abeul arimal qamaullage and bebavicur, He prefemed ta fila
animaly in their natoral habitsts, mod in a TV sbedio. While
prevmaling Jeo Joedt. David irivelled Tar snd wide 1o Fnd
wstraerdingry oresteres wnd drribse Thim b hiy sudwre.




BECOMING A STAR

Theen things changaed Ter Shirley. An st called Wichasd Sollivan heard
Ber 1irg and her pawerfal voioe impreised hir sa e That he offered %
ivpri B, dure thal be cauld mabe ber 3 e, He ool Shirley hew B8 (fand
and mosve an stage. so 1hod she could kewp an audience spellboond. Then she was
inwiled 45 (e i5 @ thew o The Adelphi Thewtre. Losdan. Aler she 1ang an TV aad
impreseed 2 recerd rompary, she wat offered 2 recerding corfrant - and the chanee
§5 reidd hir owm jengi

Wkaen, Sl mas 19, dhe robeaped bar firk single. Bum My Cardle”, and 2y
Rater she had her First big bil wilh “Easana Boal tong”. whith resched raumber eight
in The charts, Alfer ghat, here wat ne Papping hee, Is 1959
thee Became the firsl Welsh persen fa bave 2 Mumbser One
Baif wilh "8 | Lawe Tou™ = Tollawed by & peiond Norbe
e three years Laber.

Burn inte paverty, wilh many siruggles fo owercome, Shirley Baseey would go
o o beoome gne of the world's most succeaful female singers, famous for
haging Jemes Bond themes - and for the sheer pawer of her volce!

o

SCRAPING BY

b ke 19500, e o thse Tigar By dechlands in Carddll, Waler. coeld be teugh. The doikledi
were Tull af sedars fram al areund the warld, delermined fe enjey themselves sow by were
ek on dry land = camelimad in & very dowdy wiy, Bl Tiger Bay was sie & plice whene people
played ol kinds of music, danoed ared had Fan fagethar,

I 1937, & Baby girl was bam bere. the yourgest af seven childres, fo Elize, wha bad
mayendd thare (ram Ergland. and Henrp Basiry, & Magerian searman, Things were hard ar the
Barvey Tarnily. Thens were 3 Rat of Them and they didn t have mech monery. Badk Then, (F was
whiprman far while sl Black peaple 2 marry. 10 they oflen Taed ractim and prejudice
The widier wiorld was rembling grimly 1owards the Secend World Wor. Rad whan Shirley
wits anly oo year obd. her Eribser wai veedl b prisen. making i even harder Bar her mother
A8 pappard Shirley and bev risiers and brather. The family meved 1o anether plare, called
Splott. mo for meay. snd seraped by on Elies’s esmings

‘ ALWATS SINGING

. Shirley adored her mather, whe wan 2 gacd ook ard wery pretty - and wh lowed fe dance. She didn't

Ir T, Shiirlesy 1amg bae Tiret Jowvart Band thsems qong, "Gold inger™
This made ber an inbematiznal slar. and wes Tellowed by teea moee -
“[Mamency A Farpwns™ (10 s “Woardabops” (FITI0 She begas 1o
ga an faurs areund the warld. Audienoes were amared by the power
of b woioe anad Thee glirnenr of basr pragence. The becane known for
suinned gowng, Tabvalous prwellery and dheer 3yle!

likoe ket chieinp meal e Tarmily had b eal. and being oald and wesring hand-me-down dalbes. b 1he
dreamed of befier thirgs - and she g all the e, wlil her sigers 1eld ker 12 shad up!
. Wk, Shiley wat & teerusger. the |ef schoal sad went fa work in & Faclory ba Belp pay the family s
Bl = thaugh the got inte trguble Tor tinging en b job! AL night, she alse sase im prabs and gludei be
oam 1o extra money. She had a let of falend and sppeared in a cougle of Sauring shows Shirkey west o e sell sealy 190 million records ever the posrie MOONRAKER
al her carser - and she 15 the only person ever ba bawve recarded moee
Ahari oot Jarsns Bond Bharma [She weaild o0l Like B nncrd anathar il
b gat the dharce! ) In 1999, e wan made & Darse: by Chewen Elizaberth
I and i 2019, sk wiri hanoured by ber Bormstewa, (ardilf_ and given
an gward called the Freedam of the City'




INSPIEED TO LEAEN

GRAHAM

Tht birilliant Seetsman Alexander Geaham Bell combined o Welong intered n speedh and communlcation
with his Lave of sclence and nwenting to give the warld an amazing gift: the teleghone.

Klexander Bell was barm in Edinburgh. Swotland. in B347. (He these (o add Greham a0 his awm
middle name when be was 1071 He was The secarsd 100 of Elirs Bell whe was dead aned used piga
larsyaaqe, ard Frefeser Alrcander Melwille Bell. s phenetinan wha thudind how Bumans ue

1ownds s ofbes wayl Lo Rl 82 eack cther. Hie alss laught shogutisn. whith is The ghill of spesling
dlearly, Bovause of his Fathar's work, and by mather's deafness, Alrceder wan inbereiled in ipeech

prad cormmunbiaticon [ram very early on

Ul bt s 1, Mwrmandier was Qaosivl ot bovmew By his parels. Eliza win an epetially
anygarirg Beacher. enursging him 1o wark hard te reach his dreams - the was 1 falented
rvasicis bersell. dwipite ber hearing leds. ATer that. be wat send B fchoal. bel hid murks

wire very bad! Me was only interested in soienoe, and aften shipped lesioes that he didnt like.

N2

[
BELL

‘Whaen Alraander war 15, be mesveed to Landen, wharw his grandfatber, abio a0 elogufion beacher
meile hirm feel aithaned of bow [8le be ketw. B intpired Alemander 1o ledrs mare., eipedally
abeul fpeech aned howw himaas pad wimal] make s 1o cammgnigale
Rlenander wenl badk %2 wchosl ba Soatlind 3 yesr loler. Here. be learned same Greek and Latin
arad. ik bt Takhir a5 ﬂq.qndl'.a' i, Began 18 lekch #aiulia i1 il Bt b w1501 isbetwlnd
in sceencn, and he lked bo experimend and made Bs own irvendian. A2 She age of 16, he and bis

ralher Melwille balt & rabal Dol beer

T
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SETTING UP SCHOOL

fadly Bar the Bell Tamily. beth Alewandir’s bralberd died of tubenolasis
by e timar b wary 30, Al wr puch a Bard werlonr than B efien Tied
himielf aul. Lesding hm weak and & ritk of Pnese Desperalely sfrad Bhat they
wiuld ledr bim 1ea, Mlemander b Dilber mavkd (ke ‘.iﬂ.al i3 Conady which he balieeed
wits & healthier place 1o live

i 1B, Alewandee maved Se Lhe USA aad setShed in Beglon. Here. ke apened 3 scheol devaled
e belping deal peeple beam e gpeak, building en his Falher's work. Alrwander belisend that deal
prople theuld wie speech riber than vign larsguge se thiy mould conmansile eh hearing people
et ity = this made seme el prople sagry. bacasos be ddat recagnin the valu of &feeent
maribeads af commeenicatien

© While Alexander war living .'!.n Fmﬂ.kwﬂt uguaye MR
..’i-wlpq-h. and wrote it dewa =ﬁw H’H.l:.hﬂﬂmﬂh’up

Mimrﬂmmu-hthhhw#ﬂlm? it

AN INVENTIVE BRAIN

Alexasder's il in spih rgw mixkd wilh hiy long-line lave al irvebrding methanicy] devioer. He bages o
wperimeent and work bowards Sranemiliing 1be human weice awer wires - making 2 ‘voral teleqragh . On ek Marth
18T6. aliee youwrs of work, snd recearch with The dhilled eledridan Thomar Watien, Blenander made the firl
tefephars call. The werds ke spolor were: "Mr Wation, come bere - | wand B e you.”

In 1EFT. the Bell Telephone Compary was 168 up. The tarme peur, Alexinder naried one of bit farmer Sedenly,
Mlabal Hubbard, bvielligenl and Busises-like, Mabel managed their meney - and ween seorelly beoked Alecardert
trads tickel 1o male Bim ga and demernbraie the bebepharse 51 2 hoge exhibetion, which be didn {1 wanl 1o da. (He wat
Iirl'!F,' il erwards = The exhibilion wis a gfand peicedl ]

Mlrcander's inventive Brain never slepped werking. As well a5 the bebephare, be later camried oot recearch isto
Highl. hydredgile melsl defeciert ind even predicied qlabsl wirming He sctually Telt that bid “phatopharst - 3
dewite whih darvind seundy en 3 Beam of Bght - wan his s grestet inmlisn

By tha time Alearder died, in 1901 he had iravelled & Losg way from his Soattish birfkplace., 1eeghl mary deak
peaple = ingluding S Dames sutbar Heben Keller = and Belped o conset milloss of peaple. acreis Aeawrics and
around the world. As 2 mark of respect, durisg his fuseral. every telephose in Nerth Amevica wa sileaced
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