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FROM THE AUTHORS

Many years ago, there was a teacher called Mrs Chamberlain,
Among many other things, she taught her pupils to knit.
While the class sat twiddling thelr wool, Mrs Chamberlain
played them old vinyl records of famous speeches. And as the
knitting grew, those speeches took the children to different
places around the world and spoke to them of hardships and
inspirations, challenges and hope. The voices they heard made
the pupils see the world in new ways, The words they heard
made them feel, and prompted them to think.

This book grew from that seed.

Words can change the world, and the last 150 years have
been rich in historic speoches that have helped to shape the
societies we live in today. This book explores 16 of those

speeches from all over the world, addressing a range of issues
from politics and human rights to glebal warming, scientific
adventure and the need for change. In 1863, Abraham Linceoln
reminded a nation of their past In a rallylng cry for their
future. In 1964, Nelson Mandela told a court of justice he

was prepared to die for the Ideal of racial equality. In 2019,
Greta Thunberg's uncompromising words on the climate
crisis inspired a global movement. They are all people with
something to say, and the words to say it with.,

As Harvey Milk said In 1978, “Rights are won only by those who

make their volces heard™. The speakers in this book have made
thelr volces hoard. Now, more than ever, wo need to listen.

Joan Halg and Joan Lennon

ABOUT THE BOOK

This book is organised into chapters, each of which Introduces
you to a speoch and tells you the story of who made it and why.

Many of the speeches were thousands of words long and
some lasted hours, 20 thoy are not printed in full. Instead, we
have chosen extracts that capture the main points. The parts
of speech that are missing are shown by three dots ().

Alongside each speech, you will find information that
talks about the speaker’s mossage and how they used
words and language. This text is shown in (talics.

1f you get stuck on a difficult word or phrase, head to the
glossary at the back of the book to find out what it means.

The book is set out in date order, but you can read it
any way you like. At the end of each chapter, follow
the signposts in the direction you want to go.
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... ANEW NATION,

CONCEIVED
N LIBERTY, ano

DEDICATED TO

THE PROPOSITION THAT
ALL MEN ARE CREATED

EQUAL.

L

19 November 1863

It seas a oold, bright sinter’s
day. past oxsdde the intle

g
R\

1o of Gettysbaog
S Pennsytvania, USA
¥

8\ Wi,

A Se months befiore, thousands of scldiors had been killed
nearby at the Battle of Gettysteng Now, with the war still
saging huge coowds wero gathesing to honcus thom at the
cedication of the Soldiers” National Cametery.
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But why were the Confederacy and the Union fighting? Wars abwsys have mote than coo csuse The two sides had both been past of the United
Staten of America, wandl disagreormnonts oves economics, poltics, attrudes 10 sivvery and differeet ways of ltfe finally caused a divida Froen 1880 t0
1861, the 11 southern states of the Confederacy offictally withdrow froes being part of the country.

At the Battle of Gettysburg, During the four years of the As the fighting contamveed,
the armies o ‘> ( sidos weee American Covi Wiz, more medicine and anaesthetics
badly hit. Arcund 50,000 than $0,000 amgxtations were kopt running out. Whisky
sodiors wece L‘Lx-i wounded, pericemed Between operations,  was often the only paln
caprured of reported misslag segical InstraETents were relsef avatlable

wiped on the surgeon’s sleeve

And then something
extracedinary
Sappened
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‘ Four score and seven years ago our
fathers brought forth on this continent,
a new nation, conceived in [berty,
and dedicated to the proposition

that all men are created equal.

ow we are mn a ¢t civil war
eng: grea

WHAT DID THE NEWSPAPERS SAY?

HARRISBURG

CHICAGO TIMES
PATRIOT & UNION e tgeks of | he resls &

hall be droppad

o marys of th Aor W
4

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

SPRINGFIELD REPlJBucAN ety

1 v B OVOR D
ard yond ¥ .

e We are met on a great battlefield
of that war. We have come to dedicate
a portion of that field, as a final
resting place for those who here gave
their lives that that nation might live ...

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate
- ——We can not consecrale—we can not
hallow—this grosnd. The brave men,
living and dead, who struggled here, have
consecrated it, far above onr poor power
to add or detract ... It is for us the
living, rather, to be dedicated here to the
snfinished work which they who fought
here have thus far so nobly advanced.
It is rather for us to be here dedicated to
: / the great task remaining before us ... that
- , this nation, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom—and that government

of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the earth.

Lincoln's speech at Gettysburg was ke
a signpost, potnting his Bsteners back to
whare they had come from, and Sorwards to
whate they wanted to go It Is a remindar
and a call to acticn still woeth Batening to

Wast to heor more
obout the legacy of
do.('y? Vigit page 8

=

<

Lincoln had complicated views on the tranes behind the war, but tn Ais speech,
wnlde Dveretr, he didnt tali absur hoting the enemy e abolishing slavery oo
getting revenge. [naread, wirth Ais opening sentence, he iavired the avdience 1o
Look back 10 2776, 10 the Declaration of Independence. This was the docement
that marked rthe beginning of the Unired States of America, describing o new
mation dedicated ro equality, freedom end democracy. Then, with Ais closing
sentence, Lincoln asked Ats [tateners to lock to the fature, and to work towards
@ time when those ideals could be fully realired

Waat to heor more
obout divided covatries?

]

L
This PDF snapshot was generated on Friday 15 October 2021. Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



W\

_ WE WILL PUT THE \{
ENEMY IN THE POSITION
WHERE THEY WILLHAVE
TO CHOOSE BETWEEN
GIVING US§ FREEDOM
OR GIVING US DEATH.

|
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| | \
‘FREEDOM OR DEATH’,//// :

EMMELINE PANKHURST / 4 4\
. 1913 ; _ \__
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In 1903, in the city of Manchester, UK, Emmeline
Pankhurst and her eldest daughter Christabel
founded the Women's Sochal and Political Union
(WSPU). The organisation campaligned foarlossly
for women’s right to vote.

THE SUFFRAGETTE MOVEMENT

Thas wasn’t the first time that women In Britain
had foughs fo ro the mid- nineteenth
contury, Somale campaigness called ‘muffzagists’ had

¢ the vote St

tried to win rights for women in society through
peacedal petiicns and later on, by refusing to
pay thelr tazes

Bt this carrpaign was slow with few resuls
Alvar yoars of unsuccesstul peacelul pectest

by the suffragists, the WSPU decided that

1 was time for acticn - Deeds Not Woedy', as
thetr motro sabd Members of the WSPU sook pant
in eivil discbediency’ 10 brerally &

caush Thay chatsed themeelvea to e
polticians, placed boesbe in empty butidings,
azd smashed windows In pablic places,
constarsly clashing with the suthorities
Thay were 30 detes

ned 10 achieve thet

pubiic and the governenent

poltical almma that thoy delibesately !
100k part in viclence and /
vandalism to influence the \ &

Newspapers bogan referring to
milzane | J

WSPU campaigners as
suffrageties’. By 2000, the WSPU

had branches all oves the cousary.

THE CAT AND MOUSE ACT

Arcund 1000

While in sl

sulfragetses wece tirpeisoned for thels mutsance’ bebavicus

oo contizased 1o light by golag on hunger stris, reluing
10 eat or drink. At firet, thay wese released to peevent thee from starvisg
but, by 1900, prison wasdens began to force-feed them. Woemen weee badly
hurt, peosrpeing public cutrage at what was s00n &s goversenent toture

The government respoaded by passing the 1913 Prisoneey’ (Temposan
Discharge for Il Health) Act Under this new kv, when women oa hunges
striko bocame critscally weak, they were sont home. As soon as they
recovered, they wese prompely reazrested to continue thelr sertenoa It
was dubbed the Cat and Mouse Act’, Mcened to the way a cat plays with its
proy, repeatedly letting it escape bedore catching it again

e Pankbaest was Eepeiscsed and released 13 tiznes! [t was in

1903 0 Detween prison sentenced, that she visited the Usined States 1o
carrpaign for support and funding She addressed a group of woesen st the
Pazsons Theatse in Hastford, Conmecticns, & & powerfal speech attesnpeing

10 pustify the use of militant tactics in the fighs for women's rights
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Much of Pankhure's speech drew om the
anguage of war, with woods like “fighe”, “scldier”
and “enemny”. When World War | broke out In
1934, her wordds took on a different meandsg
she encouraged women 1o Join the war effort as a By “diseafranchised”, Sylvia
way %0 win the vote Wi Wt paace meant everyone who didnt
wnd equel rights for have the right 1o vote foe
¢ p AR N0 Wb 00 thetr government - those
- who WeTe 50en as 100 poor
ot too Mk not Just women
While her mother and sister
found thomaseives knking
women's suffrage to the
figit for Britain, Syivia
found berself fighting for a
wides social cause

oi”

‘FREEDOM
OR DEATH’

13 NOVIMBIR 1913

PARIONS THEATRE,
MARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, U3A

Wit & e v
A hprag b

wole # we bave

SO GOR B COwetry

towite w’

=)/ N
o‘

— We wear no mark; we belong to every class; we permeate every class .. and so A w we will put the enemy (n the posttion where
you see tn the woman’s civil war the dear men of my country are discovertng i s ! thay will hove to choose between giving wa
absolstely tmpossthble to deal with it you cannot locate it, and you canmot stop t£. 3 freedom or gtving wa death.

The War Effort The Women's Party 1018 Representation Universal Suffrage
Women in Britain were not In 2912 Emmeline and Christabel of the People Act In 1938, the same year that
allowed to Sight ca the fros transdormed the WSPU into the Pecple’s cotloctive oféort during Emmeline Pankivasst died,

lino. Instead, two milion Women's Party with the new motto:.  'WW] fceced the British government aged 64, the government

women took up the jobs Victory. National Security and 20 change the lase The right to vote passed the Eqaal Franchise

left by men who had beenn Progress”. They recruted men and was axtended 10 women aged 30 of Act Under this law, all women

yocraod as soldions, aad wosnen 8o Bght againat a comencn, cldor who owned peoperty, wosnen in the UK could Saally voto i
wocked as ambulance detvers, forelgn enemy - Germany Syivia, who weso university graduates, mational elections, on exactly
bookkeopers and in factories meanwhile, dodicated her time and to all men owes the age of 23 the same terms as men

%0 helping women and the poce Weenen wote also allowed, for the
make ends meet fizst time, 10 stand as Members

1717,

Lt
o< E ’
»

il (170

A
- : o
g L
sannng
The “enemy” was the Panihurst empowered PonkAurst didn't go ro the USeo The femintet movement (n the
government (n the catand: individuals by patting them at explain why women shoald fight for the US wos divided, lthe tn Britain Wonat to hear more
mowre chare [V the government the centre of 0 universal fight vore: she weat 10 convince them that PankAurer atmed ro rolly obout how war can
did moe grant women the She talied firne abost Aernell the only way 10 win was to wage whar ropecher women from different peed vp <ho:9¢7 Wont to hcor‘nou obc’wl
right ro vote, they would then abost the women ar rhe she colled “covil war™, Her languoge policical parties and soctal Vit page 2% dw:: .‘:“’o ':'f)o'
Wi
conrinwe to die for the caure rally ("we™) and then abowr was Nane, direct and ferceful classes under ome bannes i) i

“swommen all over the world”.
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AND GENTLEMEN,

| AM AN
AUSTRALIAN.

ead landd Australia's original inhabitases
2y 00 1o row diseases the colonis

"o )
1907, cuming Piest Nations pecples off from federal
services, including education and health care

THE STOLEN GENERATIONS

By 1883, the settler authorities had set up ‘Aborigisal Procection Boards”. These
Boards wero meant to peovide food and medical aid to Aboriginal geosps and to
help them find work. But thetr real puzpose was to contral all aspects of thatr lives.
The Boards forced Aboriginal groups off thedr land and on to reserves, handed out
poce-quality food and destroyed tradstional culture and lifestyles. Poverty and eazly

i

1o b foecibly removed froem thete families. Most of these chilldoen wece put into
institutiona to be trakned a2 setvasss and labouress. The colenies tried to foece Pirse

v by
. . Betweon 1900 and 1080, governmment policies made = legal foe Aborigtnal childoen

Nations chiidsen 10 reject thals cultural heritage and langaages, 8o they could &2 2o

what the sectlers saw a3 & superior society. The idea behind this was nover oquality,
et to eliminate First Nations pecpies and create 3 setvase class ko Disopean
colonises. These childron became known as the Scalon Generations'.

PEARL GIBBS

Poar] Brown, later Gibba, was born In 1901 In southeast Australia
A descendent of both Indigencus Australiass and Burcpean
colonists, she proudly described herself as the grand-daughter
of a full ticoded Aboriginal wosnan .. having lived and been
with themn as much as | have been with white people”

When Peard left schocl her Job peospocts wese lmPed, 50 she wotked
a3 & domeanic servaes and a Seld labouser. Sho was sppalied by

the cppression that she saw arcund bae. Pear] began to argasise
stxiives among the Abcriginal wormen pea pickers for better working
concitions and arranged a boyeont agaiaat & segrogatod local cinorma

> MAN
‘AN ABORIGINAL WOT
& ASKS FOR JUSTICE
PEARL GIBBS (GAMBANYI®)
1938

\_ﬂ ) R

Then, in Sydney in 1308 Gibbs was involved in the fint
major Aboriginal civil righes demonstration
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THE DAY OF MOURNING

The oficial Australia Day events inchaded a salling segatta, a kv bowls tournament,
a triumphant re-enactment of Captatn Phillip’s landing and & parsde
Bz Pear] Gibba and many cther Abceiginal rights campaignees had difdorost
plans 10 mark this day. Standing in the hot Australian sun, weartng formal
black clothes, mote than 1,000 suppeeters walted for the Australia Day
pazade 1o pasa by, before marching stleetly from Sycdney Town Hall 10

a conference in Auserada Hall Artendees had to enter by the back
door of the hall as the Sonm doce was for Buscpeans caly. This {
meoting was for Aboriginal people caly, to mowsn the loes of .

thetr coursry, thelr freedoes and the deaths of so many.

@ &8

Bt —

& PEARL GIBBS SPEAKS

AUSTRALIA
DAY TODAY

Today, Australia Day

1s the offictal name for the
hotidey, although & is still known
a8 Survival or Invaston Day. Every year

on 26 Jazaary, in Sydney, many Australians
flock to the Yabun Festtval (Yabus means ‘maste to

a beat’ in Gadigal. a language of the Eora people), an
alternative celebration with muxic, dancing stalls and
forams to commemorate the survival of Aboriginal
cdvare. Here, everyone is welcoms to celebrate all that
1t means %o be Australisn

-

v |

OMAN TODAY

No.13 April 1938

Monthly 3.d

After the firat Day of Mourning, Pear] Gibbs
continued to campalign for Aboriginal rights,
addressing non-Aboriginal audiences as well as
Indigenous communities. Complete records of Gibbs'
many speechos do not exist, but ‘An Aboriginal
Woman Asks for Justice’ appeared as a lotter in the
magazine Woman Today in April 1938,

Gibbs understood the Importance of the media to
spread the message of equal rights, and made the first
radio broadcast by an Aboriginal woman In 1941,

‘AN ABORIGINAL WOMAN ASKS
FOR JUSTICE’
1938

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am an Australian.
I have lived here all my Life.

| love my country and | love its People. | wish
something more for them than Riches and
Prosperity. | wish for their greatness ..

We aboriginal women are intelligent enough
to ask for the same citizenship rights and
conditions of life as our white sisters ...

| am appealing to you on behalf of my people
to raise your voices with ours and help us to a
better deal in life ... in a word to grant [us] all
the rights and responsibilities of DEMOCRACY.

BUILDING BRIDGES

Poarl Gibbs bad a gt foe Bringing pecple
togethar As a carmpaignes, sho actod as a
link betweens Aboriginad asd noa - Aborigisal
groups woekdng for change Gibbs carried
on coganising sallies, petitions and pectests
that eventually led t0 a landmark refecendum
in 1967 wheee the Australias pecple voted
overwhelmingly for, among cther things,
Indigencus Australians 10 be inchuded In
the censas. Gibbs was 4 active cammpaionas
into the 19708 and she died In 1583

When Pearl Gibbs tatroduced
hevself as an Australian,

she was doing something
sabverstve. With four simple
worda, she was challenging a
mosnrain of codonial Aarory
and assemprions abour whar
# meant to be Asacralian,

Gibda was cloiming her right
to say *T am an Australian”
based on the fact that she
Aod lived (n Asstralia oll
Aer life, but there was an
emotional capect as well
Her strong feeling for her
country was part of what
made her Australion

In apive of everything rthar
Aod happened ro Aboriginal
pecples, Gibbs was net
preaching hate. She wanted

her linteners to ahare her
pride in Australia, and
her hopes Sor ire furare

It waa common for mon
Absriginal Avsrralian

women 1o benefir from

having low-paid Aboriginal
servants 5‘7 I,“J"I"’\’ NON-
Absriginal women as “my
white siaters”, Gibba wos
challenging that reletionship.

It was tmportant that Gubde
tncluded responachelitios
along with righte. For too
long, Abortginal lives had
been controlled by rhe
Procection Boards. Indipences
Australions wanted ro be
ollowed to 0t as accouncable
members of society
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