32 BO6UTI AUTUHU, 67 TOPAHEHUX, MeHi He MOTPiOHO 3aXOAUTH B
MOLIYKOBUK, 9 HaMlaM'aTb 3Hato Ui uudpu. Aecarui AeHb BiliHU.
Lle odiuiriHa indbopmauig, KOTpy ONIPUAIOAHUAU, aAe POCIICbKUI
arpecop 6ombapaye, o6¢Tpiatoe, 60M6UTH Meranoaicu,
MicTeuka, AOpOTH i cena BCima o6AacTaMu MO€ET KpaiHu, i 9 6oaaue
YCBiAOMAIO1O, 1110 L uudpa 36iabLyeTbCS.

LL}0 KHUTY PO Pi3HMX AiTel 3 Pi3HUX YKPaiHCbKUX POAUH S TMCaAa
B 2017 poui, koA Kpum 6yB aHeKCOBaHMI, @ UacTMHA AOHeLbKOi

i Ayrancbkoi obaacTent YkpaiHu 6yAu TUMUACOBO OKYNOBaHi

Pocitcbkoto @epepallieto.

Ller BCTyn 9 ULy 3 KOPUAOPA, Ae MU XOBAEMOCS 3 MaMolo,
fIKa AMTMHOIO NepexuAa 2 cBiToBY BilHY, i co6akoto, 60 Hap

KUIBCbKMM He6OM: UeproBa pakeTHa 3arposa.

4 yaBAd10, 1O 3 KAacy Mani XTocb 3apas MOAUTbCS B
60M60CX0BMLLi, XTOCb AULIE XOUe, 1106 TaTo OyB +, XKUBUM, a
Mama NoBepHyAdce 3 MOAiLLeNCbKOTO AO30PY, XTOCb BXKe BTPATUB
6AM3bKY AIOAMHY. XTOCb MOHAA NATb Ai6 AO6UPABCA AO TIepeTUHY
PATIBHOTO 33aKOPAOHHS, XTOCb CUADHO MAAYe B HE3HaNOMOMY
MiCTeUKy, a XTOCb nepeuuntye Baecste [appi [lorepa i Biputb B

Marito, 1110 3aX1laE AiTen.

BillHa 3aBAM MPOTU AiTeN. | UMM TEKCTOM g XOUy KpUUaT Npo
Te, 10 AiTU MOET KpaiHu NoTpe6byloTb MiXKHAPOAHOTO 3aXUCTY,
AiTM MOET KpaiHY MalOTb MPABO Ha TenepillHe i MabyTHE He B
061031, He B okynalii, He B 60M60CX0BU1Li, He B BaHHiN, He MiA
obcTpinamu, a B 3aXULLEHUX MUPHUX OCEeASIX AOOATUMX POAUH.

CBiT Ma€ L e 3p0o3yMiTu.



32 children killed, 67 wounded. 1 do not need to consult a search
engine, | know these numbers by heart. It's currently the tenth
day of the war, and this is official information that has been made
public, but the Russian aggressor is bombing cities, towns, roads
and villages in all regions of my country, and | am painfully aware

that this figure is increasing.

1 wrote this book about different children from different
Ukrainian families in 2017, when Crimea was annexed and
part of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine were
temporarily occupied by the Russian Federation. 1 am writing
this introduction from the corridor where we are hiding with
my mother, who survived World War 1l as a child, and my dog,

because there is another missile threat over the Kyiv sky.

limagine that someone from Maya's class is now prayingin a
bomb shelter, someone else just wants Dad to be alive, and Mum
to come back from police patrol. Another person has already lost
aloved one. Some spent more than five days travelling to another
country, some are crying as they sit in an unfamiliar town, and
some are rereading Harry Potter and believing in magic that

protects children.

War is always catastrophic for children. 1 want to shout that the
children of my country need international protection. They have
the right to a present and a future in which they are not under
siege or occupation, notin a bomb shelter, not under fire, but
in safe and peaceful homes, surrounded by loving families. The
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world needs to understand this.
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LARYSA DENYSENKO - MASHA FOYA

MAYA

and HER FRIENDS
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My name is Maya. It's important!
Please, don't call me May, because
May is a month and I'm human.
Sometimes people call me May-may or
even Mimi. But I'm only OK with that if
you're my friend, or one of my parents
oriflreallylike you! What's your name?

1 love cat ear buns, the colour green
and macaroni and cheese. And
rabbits and pugs. And alsowitch dolls
and summer. And watermelons! Lots
of them. What about you? What do
you like?

I'm in year five. There are seventeen
of us in the class. Mostly we get along
brilliantly, but sometimes we fight. And
quarrel. And joke around. Or sulk and
pout. Or get offended by someone. All
together, or one at a time.



Sometimes we are
overcome by the
"tranda"! Miss Yulia,
our teacher, invented
this word herself. It's
what happens when
we get naughty and
sleepy and don't want to
do anything. Has this ever
happened to you? The only
way to defeat the "tranda” is
to smile, and tell jokes and
interesting stories. 1 like to
tell spooky or silly stories.







