
DPS of the outside of a doctor’s surgery on a village high street. It should look lovely and friendly. 
Elsewhere on the page should be various mystical creatures: fairies, dragons, centaurs, mermaids, 

unicorns, pegasi, as well as some people who don’t necessarily look magical. I’d like them to be 
in modern dress. I’d love to somehow include another LGBTQ family in the background here. If it 
could be Billy and his pirate mums, that would be fab. Outside the surgery stands Ava,  holding 
hands with her two dads. Dads should be wearing doctor’s coats, with stethoscopes round their 

necks. One can carry a thermometer. 

Note: I’ve been working on ideas for new Marvellous Doctor books, and one I’m thinking about 
involves a mermaid. It made me think that in Lydia’s illustrations of the doctors’ surgery exterior, 

could it have a river or stream running behind it or beside it somewhere? Just so that the 
mermaids can access the space in later books!

. . . everyone in town knew 
exactly who to see when 
they were feeling poorly – 
Ava and her dads . . .

. . .
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. . . from sneezy 
centaurs to mermaids 
with measles . . .

Nessie’s
  Cakes

Fa     ci    ahoy!

From dragons with sore 
throats to fairies with 
broken wings . . .



‘This is Glitterbug,’ she announced as 
she led in one of the unicorns who lived 
on Dewdrop Meadow. ‘She keeps getting 
horrible tummy aches.’  

‘Oh dear,’ said Daddy. ‘I’m 
sorry to hear that. Let’s take 
a look at you.’

Well, Ava wasn’t strictly a doctor.

Not yet.

 

But she was learning and she loved 
helping her dads in the surgery.



Luckily, Ava loved mysteries. And she 
had a brilliant idea for solving this one.

Ava’s papa couldn’t work it out either.

It was a mystery.
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P. 6 – series of funny vignettes featuring things kids 
will be familiar with: Daddy checking Glitterbug’s 

eyes, tongue, ears, reflexes, temperature, heartbeat. 
To show her what she needs to do, Daddy sticks out 

his tongue. We could have captions here, ideally 
in a different font to suggest it’s what the doctor 
is writing down, reading: ‘No fever. Reflexes fine. 

Tongue looks healthy. Ears clear… etc.’ . Ava is in the 
room, watching and learning.

Ava watched carefully as Daddy examined Glitterbug.

‘Is something worrying you, perhaps?’ he asked. 
‘I don’t think so,’ replied Glitterbug.

But he was puzzled. 
He couldn’t find anything wrong.  


