100 Tales from the
Tokyo Ghost Cafe

¢he€

GUPPY
BOOKS



100 STORIES FROM THE TOKYO GHOST CAFE
isa GUPPY BOOK

First published in the UKin 2023 by \I U L I A N S E D G w I C K

Guppy Books,
Bracken Hill,
Cotswold Road,
Oxford OX2 9JG

Text copyright © Julian Sedgwick

100 Tales from the

978 1913101 886

okyo Ghost Café

The rights of Julian Sedgwick and Chie Kutsuwada to be identified
as the authors of this work have been asserted in accordance
with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or

otherwise, without the prior permissions of the publishers. C H I E K U T S U wA DA

Papers used by Guppy Books are from well-managed
forests and other responsible sources.

®
MIX
Paper | Supporting

responsible forestry
Ew%cmg FSC® C171272

GUPPY PUBLISHING LTD Reg. No. 11565833

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

&
Typeset by Falcon Oast Graphic Art Ltd
Printed and bound in Great Britain by CPI Books Ltd }>
®
GUPPY

BOOKS



ALSO BY JULIAN SEDGWICK AND CHIE KUTSUWADA

TSUNAMI
GIRL

Shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal, Highly Commended
for the UKLA Award, a White Raven Book 2022

‘A coming-of-age tale like no other’

The Scotsman
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For Isabel and Joe and Will,
for all their love and support
JS

For my mum, brother, auntS, uncle S, and our cat K.
And especially, for my dad, who is watching

over me from the other side.
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Old Japan, dusk is falling.

People gather to play a game - the Hyaku Monogatari Kaidan Kai or
the ‘One Hundred Ghost Stories Party’. It has become something of
a craze, both in the great city of Edo (now Tokyo), and in towns and

villages the length of the country.

The players sitin an unlit room, whilst in a neighbouring space one

hundred candles are lit, and a mirror placed on a table. Each guest

will take turns to tell a ghost story, and then will make their way to
the other room to extinguish one candle.

And then, perhaps, glance - quickly, anxiously - in the mirror.

As the night lengthens and the candlelit room darkens, the
atmosphere grows heavy with the telling of encounters with yokai

monsters and famous stories of the otherworld.

Imagine what you might hear if you were playing the game. What
story would you make up, or retell? A real one, a famous one -
something from your own imagination?

And imagine what might happen as the hundredth story reaches its

conclusion, and the final candle is blown out . ..

But now dusk is falling. It's oumagatoki - the time of transformation

from day to night, from this world to the other. If you look closely at

the kanji characters for that word - &K - you might glimpse the
word & for ‘demon’ lurking in the middle.

Come with us on a journey to the far north of Japan, collecting
stories of ghosts and strange creatures as we go, weaving them all

together with manga to tell: 100 Tales from the Tokyo Ghost Café . . .
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Hajimemashite.

Yoroshiku onegai (T

Yyoroshiku onegai
shima-sul

Good to meet you

R ks for

your hard work on
the last book.

I'm already
oking forward to
this next one.




Are you sure

ou’re really ha
¢ with the ?deagpy

I really need
tgoar help with

e research so...

I know a place we
should go...

Where are
we going
Chie-san

A little place

in Golden Gai.

Best place we ol
could start!

I’'m friends with
Mama-san. Her place is }

for requlars only.
Its a

But | can
get you in!

"




fé?! '
| don’t remember
N é this place.
& e :

Everything
changes.
Specially here,

right?

is kind of a
specialist...

Mama-san

Irasshail
Welcome back
Chie-san...

Who's your

. &zl )
Mama-sah, friend?

It’s been a
long time!

" (R TREL] b

This is Julian, '

ching ghost :
resea;w:;g‘g " ere heading north
on a field trip.

Wow, what a Thank you.
great place you have! )i | just like to think
Very... atmospheric! /== = \  of it as homely.
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Hi, what ve
you got there?

Want to
show me?

P “'-%?Pt-:'- 3
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Does he know

Your friend
4 seems OK.
2EEEY M Y

Y~ - - - himselfin for? ,

B

what he’s lettin ;"'f

| guess
he’ll find out.

lad seems
kind of

He’s a long

way from

home.
Got...

Where did
you say you ;
were heading? |

to Osorezan.

All the way kS

Osorezan
literally means
Fear Mountam!

ﬂ’fzk where
spints go
when@bey%rb.




Then you could do me a _
big favour. Someone needs to
help Akira-chan get home.

He 's; from vear there.
| can't leave this place...

I’'m sure we

could help.

I don’t know
- it’s a long,
tough journe

| - can’t - =
-can't
remember.

That's seftled. et me get you "N
all some tempura.

On the house.

He'shada N

rough time. Take
care of him.

TR
T

And
yourselves.
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" I've made a

[ list of places for
\  Yyou to visit.
=2

He'll find
what he’s
looking for.




Thank you |
for the food.

can pay your
way, Aykga.

Wiig
_a S

We will do our
best for Aldira.

Be very
careful now.

| owe her \ =
a favour
anyway.

You ready,
Akira-chan?




