How to Build a
Motte-and-
Bailey Castle

1.

2.

Choose the site
for the castle.
Hire a master
builder to
design it.

. Hire 300

workers to
build it.

. Dig the ditch

around the
bailey, and use
the solil to build
the bank.

. Build a wooden

wall around
the bailey.

. Build buildings

in the bailey.

. Dig a deep

ditch around
the motte, and
pile up the soil
to form the
motte.

. Build a tower

on top of the
motte.

. Sit back and

relax. You are
now safe from
your enemies.

Beside the motte, a large area of
ground was surrounded by a ditch
and a bank of earth. A wooden wall
was built on top of the bank. This
area was called the bailey. Several
different buildings might be placed
inside the bailey. Soldiers lived in
barracks, while horses were kept in
stables. The bailey might also
include a church, offices,
courthouse, workshops, kitchens
or a great hall.

During peaceful times, castles
were used for many different
purposes. People went there to
pay their taxes or to obtain
justice from the courts.
Criminals would be kept in
prison inside castles. Valuable
goods would be kept inside
the storerooms. More than a
hundred people might live inside
a castle.
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GLOSSARY

Bandits
A group of robbers or people who
break the law

Barbican
The tower and walls that form an
outer defense of a castle

Catapult
A weapon that throws large stones

Concentric

[con-SEN-tric]

Circles of different sizes with the
same center

Crenellations
[KREN-el-lay-tions]
Battlements with regular gaps

Envoy
A messenger or representative

Exile
Being unable to live in one’s own
country

Funerary
Used to remember a dead person

Headquarters
The main offices from where an
organization is controlled

Horizontal
Flat or level, going from side to side

Moors
A group of Muslim people with
African and Arab ancestry

Pilgrimage
A journey to a sacred place

Pilgrims
Religious people who travel to a
sacred place

Pope
The leader of the Roman Catholic
Church

Portcullis

[port-KULL-is]

A strong, heavy gate made from iron
or wooden bars with points at the
bottom, which hangs over a gateway
into a castle

Siege

[SEE-]

When an enemy surrounds a town
or building, cutting off supplies and
trying to force those inside to
surrender

Standard
The flag of a royal family

Tanner
A person whose job is to make
animal skins into leather

Taxes
Payment that has to be made to
those in authority

Trench
A long, narrow hole dug out in the
ground

Valuables

Small objects, such as jewelry, that
belong to someone and are worth a
lot to them
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