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The language and customs of these

invaders were different from those of the
Roman-British. They were much more
primitivc.

In 597 a monk named Augustine was sent
to Britain by Pope Gregory. The Pope was
head of the Christian Church at Rome.
Augustine preached Christianity to the Anglo-
Saxons (English). and many ol them were
converted. The Church was the source of
law, justice and learning, and Augustine
became the first Archbishop of Canlcrl_)ur_x;

Much of the history of this time we Icg_:ﬁ
from the writings of a monk ca_ll_(;g;' '
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Then the Danes landed on the cast coast,
and overran the whole of England except the
part ruled by Alfred the Great, which was
called Wessex and was in the south. Alfred
kept them out of Wessex. He reigned for
thirty years and did great good for the people.
His capital city was Winchester.

Alfred's son was the first king of all
England.
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The homes of the poor were smoky huts,
but those of the well-to-do were made of
timber with thatched roofs. consistinzusuallies
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of one large room or hall. There areatfes
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stone Anglo-Saxon churches still standing in
Eﬁ'glﬁnd today, such as St. Péter's at Barton-
| 'ﬁ?ﬂumbu in Lincolnshire.
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The next and last invasion of England was made by the Normans, who came from
Normandy in northern France, Under their leader Duke William they landed in 1066,
l}mghl and won the Battle of Hastings against Harold, who was killed. William the
Conqueror became King of England.
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simed that the whole country

William pmd '
but he let the Norman

lwlungcd to him, 2
nobles, called Barons, have large l'?-il.).ltfh. so
long as they fought {or him and pm’al lunj
taxes. In 1085 he had made the fﬂmlll.]s
Domesday Book, in which was described in
detail almost every acre of land throughout
the country. This enabled William to keep
a record of the taxes duc to him.

The l]!illll.‘_‘i l)uilt lh(."mht,‘]\cx grnu stone
castles and often I'uuglll cach other.

Thev had followers of knighls, squires and

mltlivrs', and when there was no real war
they enjoved mock battles, called tournaments,
i the courtvards of their castles.

The Normans and the anlish SO0N
mixed lngullwr. lhuugh for some time the
King and his Court and the Barons spoke
French, while the peasants spoke English.
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murdered by some of Henry II's officers
because he felt that the rule of the Church

should come before the law of the land, The

pt-nplq- looked upon him as a saint and
made pilgrimngrs to the I)Lu'c ol his death
at Canterbury,

The people were very religious, and monasteries, churches, cathedrals, almshouses

and hospitals were built, and many knights and noblemen went with the Crusaders.

These were armies of Christian soldiers who travelled across Eurupc to what is now
called Palestine and there made war against the Muslims to recapture the Temple
at Jerusalem for the Christians. These adventures were never wholly successful.




