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This story starts with a large, round fruit -
falling from the tallest tree in the rainforest.
Safe inside is a little, brown Brazil nut, a seed g
that needs a special animal to free it. —
Read about their relationship and how the
little nut and the small furry animal have
a giant impact on the forest and the world.
This story ends with a fold-out map.
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Here is a tall Brazil nut tree.
It is one of the tallest and
oldest trees growing
in the rainforests of
South America.

And here is a
large, hard fruit
falling from
its branches.

It weighs around 2.3 kg
and measures about
15 cm across.

Here is the fruit on the forest floor.
Safe inside are 20 wedge-shaped nuts.
They fit together snugly, like orange segments.

These little, brown nuts are Brazil nuts.
And one of them is me.



Here is the agouti that opened the hard fruit.

The agouti feasts on the tasty nuts, but can’t eat them all.
It's just about the only animal that can!

It buries me under the ground for later.

The agouti is a rodent, like a
guinea pig but with longer legs.
It lives and feeds on the
rainforest floor.

Like a squirrel, it makes

An agouti sits stores of nuts to eat later.
Brazil nuts are full of energy. The agouti uses its strong, 7”h”7dh’”hd legs TO ?G:C-
They make a good meal sharp teeth to open the hard T HeNes win® Wi I .’TS ront
for an agouti. fruit and the Brazil nuts inside. [SENS e ERIEN @ i

There could be eight to 24 nuts.



Here | am under the ground, covered with leaves.
The agouti has forgotten where | am. It is the perfect place
for me to wait... and grow...

A Brazil nut is a seed. Leaves fall from rainforest
It grows into a tree if it is trees all the time. The leaf
buried away from its parent litter rots into the soil
plant or other big trees. and its goodness
helps seeds
grow.

It may take a year for a seed

to germinate (begin to grow).

It waits for the right moment,
when the soil is damp and
there is enough sunlight.

Above me, an empty Brazil nut fruit has filled with rainwater.
It has become a home for tadpoles.

The Brazil nut poison frog is only
2 cm long. It is a tree frog and

lives among the leaves.
The female lays two to six

eggs on the ground and the
male guards them.

When a tadpole hatches, its father
carries it to the Brazil nut case
pond. Here the tadpole feeds in
safety and grows into a frog.
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Find these rainforest animals

This is the life cycle that begins with a little, brown nut
and leads to a mature Brazil nut tree. A Brazil nut tree
can live for over 500 years.

somewhere in the book.
Which layer of the forest
do they live in?
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