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AFRICA
EGYPT AROUND 1000 BC

The ancient Egyptians played a team game
like hockey using palm branches as sticks
and a ball made from papyrus wrapped

in animal skin. They also liked to play
handball and to juggle.

Pharaoh—nuff!

EUROFPE
GREECE AROUND 400 BC

The ancient Greeks liked ball games — and often
liked to play with no clothes on. A famous
engraving from around 400BC shows a naked
man balancing a football on his thigh. Cheeky!

Humans around the wortd have prayed baiL games Sor
thousands of years. These ancient sports were the
Sorerunners o§ SootbaiL today

-ANCIENT ORIGINS-

OF FOOTBALL §;

: i

EUROPE 2
ROME AROUND 200 AD //
The ancient Romans played many ball g-ames.
Some games used a small, hard ball filled with
feathers, and others used a bladder filled with air.

The Romans also built impressive stadiums like the
Colosseum to watch fights and chariot races.

SOUTH AMERICA
BRAZIL AROUND 200 AD

Tribes in the Amazon rainforest have long made
balls from the latex of rubber trees. In 1900, the
first European explorer to discover the Pareci
people of Brazil found them playing a game

in which two teams

bounced a rubber ball

back and forth with

their heads. .

CHINA 200 BC TO 1400 AD

The Chinese game Cuju involved two teams of up
to 16 players. The aim was to kick the ball through
the opponent’s goal, which was sometimes a hole in
a sheet suspended between two posts.

AUSTRALASTA
AUSTRALIA BEFORE 1900

Marn grook is a team game that uses a
ball made from possum skin that was
played by Aboriginal Australians before
the arrival of Europeans. Players would
hold the ball in their hands, let it fall and
then kick it high.

NORTH AMERICA
MEXICO 1500 BC TO 1500 AD

The civilisations that lived here — including the
Olmec, Aztec and Maya — all played team ball
games. The matches were

important religious

rituals and some

historians believe

the losers

heads were

chopped off,

and the skulls

used

ASTA
TJAPAN 600 AD TO 1900

Players of the Japanese game Kemari would
dress in formal robes and aimed to kick the ball
in the air as many times

as possible without

it touching the

ground. One

team is said to

have kept the

ball up for

1,000 kicks!




London mayor bans Sootbat

The mayor’s decree is the earliest written
reference to a game called football, which at*
that time was a disorganised, violent sport
played in towns and villages in which a mob
of players chased a ball with almost no rules.
No wonder it annoyed the authorities!

Edward TV bans §ootbaiL

In the fifteenth century, many more attempts
were made to stop people playing mob football.

King Edward IV passes a law saying that
instead of playing football, people should

-A SHORT-
HISTORY OF FOOTBALL

Over the best part of a thousand years, SootbaiL has
gone §rom an inSormaL pastime piayed in British towns
and viLtages to the worid's most poputar sport. Here we

chart some important dates in the SootbalL story.

fosh boys pLay baL

Football is popular at schools like Eton,
Harrow and Westminster. The poet Thomas
Gray writes a poem about football at Eton.
He writes that the “rolling circle” gives
“fearful joy”. Poetry in motion!

Mob sootbaL thritts North

The first report of a game at Alnwick,
Northumberland, on Shrove Tuesday, in which
two teams of many players aim to get a ball
from one side of the town to another. The
game still takes place today!

Game gets gate

In his compendium of games, the scientist
Francis Willughby writes the earliest
account of football involving a pitch and a
goal. The pitch is “a close that has a gate at
either end. The gates are called goals.”

Students write ruLes

A group of Cambridge University

students write the first ever set of “official”

rules for football, to draw a line between it
and other ball sports like rugby.

Scribe writes match report

A Latin manuscript from around this time
describes kicking and dribbling for the first time.
It says that young men “propel a huge ball not
by throwing it into the air but by striking it and
rolling it along the ground....with their feet.”

Shakespeare mentions the game in
his play A Comedy of Errors. Not
goalkeeping errors, of course!

Am [ so round with you as you with me?
That like a football you do spurn me thus?

First Sootbait aub is born

Two members of a cricket club in the
factory city of Sheffield decide to start
a club just for football. Sheffield FC
becomes the world’s first football club.

King orders boots

King Henry VI asks his personal shoemaker
Cornelius Johnson to make him a pair of
boots for playing football. They haven’t
survived but historians think they were
made from leather and ankle-high.

FootbaiL enters schoous

The first sign the game is losing its
reputation for violence is a report by a
London headmaster that describes football
as a game for students between two small
sides that is good for health and strength.

FA introduces Laws of the Game

A group of clubs and schools found
the Football Association to decide on
common rules, set out in the Laws of the
Game. With a national body, the stage is
set for football to grow and grow.




The FA Cup begins

The world’s first national
football tournament kicks off.

Foundation o§ FIFA

First ever nationaL Leaque

. . The game spreads around the
First international. match Ruce change: Res! The first season of the D: i t:\:\nse: Go gt worglgd and fnatches between
win e Line !
Rute dhange: Scotland draw 0-0 with The FA introduces referees English football league N Nettie Honeyball countries become popular. Seven
] . . \ : Pitch markings and penalty f it )
The gqLoves are on! England in Glasgow, in front ||/ ; and players can be sent off : icke are mtroduced QU”dS the British countries found FIFA to oversee
The position of the of a 4,000 crowd. = for violent conduct. L ' \ Kicks are Introduced. Ladies' Football Club. international football.

goalkeeper is introduced.

(1871 ) (1872 — e
".-: > ’ o i ::- g bee’s knees!

i = : . ; o FE - FootbalL at
‘H‘F I _ ] . : :

the Ouympics

Six countries

enter and the

Great Britain
team wins gold.

FA bans women's
Sootbalt

[Line of copy to go
here]

FA ends the
ban on women's
sootbalt Rute Change: First Buros First European Cup Foundation o5 UEFA First Worid Cup

You're Booked! v
[Line of copy to go The Soviet Union win The forerunner to the [Line explaining what : Uruguay triumph in tournament

here] copy to come in [TK]. Champion’s League is = hosted by [TK].
won by Real Madrid. ; =

First Women's
WOYLA C\IP
USA are
triumphant!

Rutes Change:
Stay Forward

Keepers
forbidden from
handling back
passes.

AL dnange at the top

TheE Cup b . .
€ Zoropean —tp pecomes Rute Change: Stay Sorward! Rute Change: Stand here! Rute Change: GOOALLL? Rute Change: VAR! In sront of bittions Women's Wortd Cup

the Champions League. The
English top tier becomes
Premier League.

Keepers must release ball Vanishing spray introduced

- Goal-line technology Video Assistant Referee More than half the world’s [Something about it here]
within six seconds [for TK?]

introduced. introduced. population watch Qatar
World Cup



-THE LAWS OF-

THE GAME

Football's rutes are consolidated in the Laws of the Game. This
contains 17 major Laws and runs over 228 pages. The main rutes
are that every proSessionai sootbalL match starts with eLeven

THE fITCH over running text

The first law is called The Field of Play. This states that the pitch must be rectangular and each part of
the pitch must measure a certain distance. For international matches, the dimensions of the pitch can be
different to league matches:

Goal kicks are taken
from the GOAL AREA

The CENTRE CIRCLE is
used to make sure that at During PENALTY
kick off, when the ball is SHOUT-OUTS, all
placed on the centre spot, players apart from the
the opposing team is the goalkeepers and the
required distance away. penalty taker must be in
the centre circle.

The ‘D’ on the edge of the
penalty area is positioned
make sure that every player
is the required distance away
when a penalty is taken.

Keepers can handle the ball
in the PENALTY AREA.
Fouls by the defending side
here lead to a penalty kick.

GOAL

Intro copy to go here

A goal is scored when the whole of the ball

A player shoots and the ball hits the referee
and then goes into the goal.

No goa! T award a dropped bau Sor
the de&ending team qoaikeeper

—_— — = —

A dog runs onto the pitch and stops a
goalbound shot from going in.

No goa! The dog is what's catied ‘an
outside agent’ and so the re§ gives 3 droPped
baL to the Je&ending team gqoalkeeper.

A player scores but her boot has
fallen off before taking the shot.

ke -

Goa! I5 the baiw has not gone out o5 pray
besore the goaL, so the piayer doesn't have &
dance to put the boot back on, the goa. stands.

A team brought on an extra player as a sub
but forgot to take a player off. That team then

L

Goa! The goar wourd onty be disaiowed
i5 the team with the extra pLayer had scored and
that pLayer had pLayed an active part in the goai.

The goalkeeper throws the ball directly into
the opponents’ goal.

g .
— e e ]
No qoa! A goa-kick is awarded to the desending
team, as you cannot score Srom any kind of throw.

SECTION 1: THE GAME




OFFSIDE CARDS

Some goals are disallowed s — Referees show cards to players to ensure that fairness is upheld throughout the game

SECTION 1. THE GAME

because a player is offside. This :

is one of the most complicated oy L o ke a warning,
- and controversial - rules in . L8 A yellow cardisa ca\f!,t,‘,(?,‘,‘,z,,,é,s,‘,,,,, /
football and happens when a - and is Shown for these offences:
player who receives the ball
is too close to the goal at the
moment the ball is passed

by a teammate. Specifically,
the player is in an offside
position if any part of

the head, body or feet is
nearer to the opponents’
goal line than the ball and
the second-last opponent
(usually a goalkeeper and
one defender). The rule is in
place to stop players hanging
around the goal - that would
be off!

At the moment
this piayer kicks |

A red card is a sending-off, when the player has to

he D2 . L
S * nnin
OBSCURE RULES - ove le;ive’thefpitfch,*anais?honn?orEhe%e offences:

The laws need to cover every eventuality, and there are some very obscure rules - here our favourites.

- RULE |;
he colour of the pitch muyst be green RULE 3.

(even if the pitch is made of artificial
Materia) like astroturf)

RULE 2.

‘ Egch team must wear colours that
.dlstmguish them from each other - byt
if the goalkeepers are wearing the same

colour, the match €an go ahead

You can score a goal direct from kick-off
but Not an own goal -
ball back to Your own g
without touching anothe

if you pass the
oal and jt goes in

r player, a corner
Is awarded

RULE 4;
You cannot be offside from 5 goal-kick

throw-in or corner

text styling here
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text styling here
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