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‘There were twenty-eight of us in the tiny 
twtwt enene tntn ytyt -eieie gigi hghg thth of ususu inini ththt eheh titit nini ynyn

‘‘ThThThT eheh rere e werere e twtwt enene tntn ytyt eieie g f

dinghy, packed in like dates in a crate...’

My name is Samim.

I’m thirteen years and three months old, 
I love chess – and I’m a refugee.

I was happy in Afghanistan, until the day 
bombs ripped my life apart. I escaped with my 

best friend Zayn, hoping to fi nd safety in the UK. 
But the journey was dangerous and we lost 

so much along the way…

Now I’m here, trying to make new friends and a 
new home, but will the authorities let me stay? 

First, I must tell my story.
Are you ready to hear it?

‘Shines a light on the challenges that face so many.’
 – AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL UK

‘An emotional but ultimately hopeful portrayal 
of a young refugee’s life in the UK.’ – Neil Cowan, 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL UK
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My ears start burning, and soon I can’t see anything either. 
This happens to me all the time.

“You’ll be okay,” Zayn says, and then I pass out.

14

My Name is Samim (1)_Layout New Manuscript.indd   14 13/03/2025   12:29:55



My Name is Samim (1)_Layout New Manuscript.indd   15 13/03/2025   12:29:57



My Name is Samim (1)_Layout New Manuscript.indd   16 13/03/2025   12:30:12



My Name is Samim (1)_Layout New Manuscript.indd   17 13/03/2025   12:30:27



My Name is Samim (1)_Layout New Manuscript.indd   18 13/03/2025   12:30:42



My Name is Samim (1)_Layout New Manuscript.indd   19 13/03/2025   12:30:45



C
over illustration: Zeynep Ö

zatalay

FIDAN MEIKLE

C
over illustration: Zeynep Ö

zatalaye£7.99 
US $11.99

DiscoverKelpies.co.uk

Kelpies
9 7 8 1 7 8 2 5 0 9 3 0 1

ISBN 978-178250-930-1
51199

‘There were twenty-eight of us in the tiny 
twtwt enene tntn ytyt -eieie gigi hghg thth of ususu inini ththt eheh titit nini ynyn

‘‘ThThThT eheh rere e werere e twtwt enene tntn ytyt eieie g f

dinghy, packed in like dates in a crate...’

My name is Samim.

I’m thirteen years and three months old, 
I love chess – and I’m a refugee.

I was happy in Afghanistan, until the day 
bombs ripped my life apart. I escaped with my 

best friend Zayn, hoping to fi nd safety in the UK. 
But the journey was dangerous and we lost 

so much along the way…

Now I’m here, trying to make new friends and a 
new home, but will the authorities let me stay? 

First, I must tell my story.
Are you ready to hear it?

‘Shines a light on the challenges that face so many.’
 – AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL UK

‘An emotional but ultimately hopeful portrayal 
of a young refugee’s life in the UK.’ – Neil Cowan, 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL UK

FIDAN MEIKLE
My Name is Samim (1)_FINAL Full Cover.indd   1-3 13/03/2025   11:53:20


