DID YOU kNOW?

Fish wee. is one of the

most im,oor'tnnt Sources

of nutrients to .l:‘e.e.r coral
reefs ﬁue.au'thj.
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-z N J- -

P
- VL — | |

BRIGHT AND BUSY REEF

You plunge into the glimmering blue waters of the world’s

Iargﬁst coral reﬂf: Am.crrhg sea turtles and hundreds ﬂf

CoIﬂu-‘r‘fuI troPicafﬁshr you spot BEHthEP 4 whftﬂtip

rg.gfshm‘ks- YDH kggp your distance to avoid s.‘:m-ing tham.

The sun Ifghts up the corals and you stroke a ﬁliﬁﬂﬂy

Maori wrasse as it swims by.
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STEER CLEAR]

Some of the World's mast

arimafs five jn the Pacific

deadly

Ocean:

REEF STONEFISY
SIZE: 30-40 em. long

DEADLJEST FEATURE: ¢f Aorsalf
fin I'p.i'ne.s ] ; )

ryﬁat toxic Veran,

AMAZING FACT: ﬁﬁ-.e.J are the

most venomgus fish in the world!

IRUKAND T JELL YFISH
SIZE: 1=-3 em wide
DEADLIEST FEATURE: Highly
venomous, painfuf sﬁ.-'nje.:s.
AMAZING FAC i their poisor.~
filled, hooke.of capsules can
be fired into Lheir fprey.

SIZE: 1-3-23 e, !'ﬂﬂj
DEADLIEST ATURE:

AMAZING FACT: there are ove

Species of code snaif. Ma
.beau.f;ffuj shefls.

r 0 different
ny of them have Very

SIZE: 9270 em long
(; jm.::'ud.-'nﬁ r'e:ﬂs_)

a toxic venom chlled]

TTX that can fif

within Minutes.
ﬁMﬁE-‘Nﬁ’ FACT: their blue Fings

J alivel Coral

{:..;}ral i i
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polyps are actually

little animals related

{0 sea anemoncs and
jellyfish. They stick t-:?
ha::d surfaces, stretching
out their stinging tentacles
to catch food particles.

Coral polyps live together in large grouprs.
They build stony exoskeletons that grfn:.
together over many years to form a r:,ev:rhiCh
Their bright colours come iro.m algae, ,
live inside the coral and provide them energy-
In return, the algae get shelter and share

nutrients with the coral.
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A dense forest seems to be growing out of the water. You see =~

~tentacled roots standing high above the waterline, holding up the
~ trees like wonky stilts. These trees are mangroves, which have L |

PACIFIC OCEAN: Fsmeraldas Mangroves

e’ special adaptations to grow in salty soil. They protect both the =~
s oGS shoreline and the wildlife that live there, especially young fish.
i\ _, __ You head farther east, across the Pacific, _ ‘;i_,! | o ) it I |
Q%@ to northern Ecuador in South America. ( i R a\S 3
' éﬁ Paddling along the coastline in a small
' P boat, you come upon the Majagual

™ |

mangrove forest, a rich and unique
?! shallow ocean ecosystem.
g

TAKING ROOT

Every part of a mangrove tree is
important to this rich ecosystem.
The leaves are home and food for
many creatures; and molluscs, young
fish and crustaceans harbour among

the maze of underwater roots.

ESMERALDAS
CRAB

These beautiful
bine and orange

crabe live.in MANGROVE ch hunters furk

These ambu
T-shaped burrows PERIWINKLE . the shallow wa

ters arownd

Tinj, ﬁﬁtte.rinﬂ,
bluayre.an and red
ﬁwmminﬁbirds five
off nectar from CAN YOU SMELL ROTTEN EGGS?

the wuncommon

A ku:ge- number of mangrove leaves
Fan angroves. and seeds fall to the 9round each
year. When bacteria and fu.n\.gf Ere.nk
down this Io!nnt matlter for their own
fuel, th,ev often create stfn.ky 9ases.




ATLANTIC OCEAN: Sargasso Sea

Your boat pushes south from the Arctfc, deep into the Atlantic Ocean.
Hm‘e,ﬂoatfng, g’OZd&'n Clum.ps ofjsarg’assum seaweed stretchfar into
the sapphire-blue distance. You are in the Sargasso Sea — the only sea

in the world without a land boundar-y.

Look closer! Each clump of seaweed 1s a tiny
island of life. Sheltered turtle hatchlings peep

out among the bobbly blooms, and jewel-blue sea
slugs float between the webs of weed life. Looking
closer, you see a sargassum fish, hidden perfectly.

WHY DoEgs THE
SARGASSUM STAY IN
ONE PLACE>

The Sargasso Segq 18 surro

, unded by fi
Special ocean cyr gl

e rents. These move n
» ¢lockwise circle called a gyre
2

I
hich keeps the Unattached seaweed
from floating away.




