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To Dave, Ben, and Zak: Thank you for this amazing journey. 
To my Dad, Ron Duskey, for a lifetime of love, support,  
(mostly!) good advice, and the occasional harsh lecture.
And to my Father, who has led the way —S. D. R.

To my Dad, for being an artist and a gentleman. (And for  
buying us Mad magazine.)
To my Mom, for encouraging my creativity and—to this  
day—showing us what matters. —T. L.

This Chronicle Books LLC edition published in 2025.
Originally published in hardcover in 2013 by Chronicle Books LLC.

Text © 2013 by Sherri Duskey Rinker.
Illustrations © 2013 by Tom Lichtenheld.
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form  
without written permission from the publisher.

ISBN 978-1-7972-3337-6

The Library of Congress has cataloged the previous edition as follows:
Rinker, Sherri Duskey.
Steam train, dream train / by Sherri Duskey Rinker ; illustrated by  
Tom Lichtenheld.
p. cm.
Summary: In this book with rhyming text, the dream train pulls into the  
station and all the different cars are loaded by the animal workers, each  
with the appropriate cargo.
ISBN 978-1-4521-0920-6 (alk. paper)
1.  Railroad trains—Juvenile fiction. 2.  Animals—Juvenile fiction. 3.  Stories  
in rhyme. [1. Stories in rhyme. 2. Railroad trains—Fiction. 3. Animals—Fiction.]   
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Original book design by Tom Lichtenheld and Kristine Brogno. 
Deluxe edition design by Ryan Hayes.
Typeset in Neutraface Slab.
The illustrations in this book were rendered in Neocolor wax oil pastels  
on Mi-Teintes paper.

Manufactured in China.
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Through the darkness, clickety-clack . . .

               coming closer, down the track . . .

                              hold your breath so you can hear

                                               huffi  ng, chuffi  ng drawing near.
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The smokestack puff s, the big wheels grind.

  The trusty tender’s close behind.

    Cling! Clang! The bell rings out on top.

      Hissing steam. Brakes squeal. Then STOP!
A whistle blares

out in the night:

  a mighty engine—

wondrous sight!

A whistle blares

out in the night:

  a mighty engine—

wondrous sight!
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The driver signals 

to the crew—

each worker knows 

just what to do. 

Quick! 

Before it gets too late,

start to load up 

all the freight.

Everything will 

soon be stowed,

a train car matched 

to every load.
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Th
in

gs

that rock and roll

and
spin,

all are juggled

safely in.  

The crew slides back the boxcar doors

            and tumbles in to start their chores.

      They whirl, twirl, cartwheel, jump,

but cargo’s stowed without a bump.
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