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OMNIBIRDING AND YOU

Have you seen a bird today? Probably, unless you
haven't got out of bed yet.

Ornifholog_., =The S'l'm{y of birds
Avian = all things birdy

D Oesn’t mean
[ haven’ + When we see something all the time, it's easy to

forget that it's extraordinary. Mistaking the world
for ordinary is a terrible habit that you should
always struggle against. It's much worse than
even picking your nose.

You can remind yourself how remarkable
something is by breaking it up into pieces in your
mind. A bird investigator specializes in doing this
with birds.

Just look at this outrageous life form!

Feathers The
Shade of n}ar."co'l" _j“""- Evar o{aya l“"je 'Fl(‘m oval
Hilod with life-giving,

edible goo comes out
of its butt.
,hbui”‘
Pﬁr'l‘y hat

Extra T
Wobbles Tow T Scaly, reptilian legs

! with piercing
[ike us +lon o Hi# s



EVERY DAY Is REPLETE WITH
INVESTIGATIVE QPPORTUNITIES

Focusin-j on \“7‘4 Lﬂﬁkﬂf"“““( Be,fnj Obfﬂjjeo[ outside for
of boring TV Shows Some fresh air



Herc's how an Omnibfrdmg 'mvesfquhr
Sees o Flamingo.

Didn-t brush its teeth this morning.

F’amingos dont use foothbrushes. S
(THEj odon’t have f‘eefh.)

[t takes a lot of bones to

Just because it looks like make a neck This noodly.

itis made of Strawberry F[“"“i"f)os' hﬂ"‘e'more jbones ﬂ
ice cream, doesn't mean here than @ 9iraffe!

you Should lick it.

\

A wide, Scooping beak
like this is Sl'mPeo{ for
Sifting food out of
Wafer, not Peckinj
Ffruit or Sipping
nectar.

It heeds o keep its
head on & pole so it
can actually reach

food down by its feet.

Webbed feet mean

it must live around
Wwa ter.

Sfrong,HMk Feathers on ifs
Wing are a clue that it
can Probﬂbly 'Fly

Legs and feet like thi ! |
Su : ﬂ =

9 est you're not

likely to See a flamingo
in ay‘f‘ree or oh a Poer line. %) LOH_Q }835 tell us it Sﬁ*’-nﬂ‘s most of its

+ime Waalin_g in Shallow Wwater

This is an ankle, o in a \ But these paddles will help
Way it’s Standing on it swim just fine Whenever
its ‘f‘iﬂnj-f'oes, it takes the -Fanc‘j.




Omnibird means “the universal bird,” because
when youre an avian detective you have a dossier
of intelligence on every single bird in the universe
(there are over 10,000 of them), even if you don't
know their names.

Investigating a bird is like solving a puzzle. To
gather all the pieces, you look for clues. What sort
of beak does it have? What do its toes look like?
Then you just need to learn which feet do which
jobs and which beaks eat which meals (that's what
this book is for), and you'll find you can deduce all
sorts of facts about your bird and its way of life.

The more birds you inspect, the more you'll start
to notice patterns, similarities and differences
that will all add to your omnibird case file. You'll
be able to look at any bird and see immediately
which puzzle pieces fit.

Conveniently, you can investigate birds even when
you can't see any. They leave clues everywhere.

You can investigate a
piece of fruit that's
Ny been pecked

Or o blob of

~ Pf ra.: Pb ef\r;ln
) J

2N

In the same way a famous detective can tell
what you had for breakfast by the pattern on
your socks...

There are tiny pictures of
Cornflakes on Your Socks,
Therefore, | DEDUVCE-~

YOU can learn how to tell what a bird had for
breakfast by the shape of its beak.

Well | have got a
big Spoon... .

Or a little feather Or Your
+Hhat the wind blew breakfast
into "jo‘;l" hair 'Z

DINOSAURS IN THE GARDEN

Thrillingly, the ancient ancestors of that sparrow
outside your window were carnivorous dinosaurs
called theropods.

When most dinosaurs went extinct, flighty little
theropods survived because they were small, could
travel by air and weren't fussy about what they ate.

Then evolution did its work for the next 65 million
years and gave us all these magnificent creatures to live
alongside us in our cities, streets, parks and backyards.

A T-REX IS
A THEROPOD. ™




And what do you do with all this information
when your brain is bulging with observations
and knowledge? Some suggestions:

IfV'IP(eSS Ugur
friends and 'Fﬂmilj

A,qus have Sameﬂqinj to Say
to Fill an awkward Silence

need fo discnss
Weljou(' St.lﬂoﬂi ‘-gfaa{'f.

The South American
rhea abtains '.mf'f‘“nf
nutrients by eating the
f-oofa of ¢ther rheal

C”Me bMS‘h’nﬁ

Yep... I'm familiar with
+his artist's work.

Everyane chull.
[ GoT THIS.

So get out of bed (or just open the curtains), sally
forth and detect avians wherever you go and at
any time. Even daydreaming about what it would
feel like to be a bird—that counts. Revel in the
ludicrous and the beautiful, and remember, the
world is very, very strange.



INVESTIGATIVE STRATEGIES

Some birds are much bolder than others. You can put birds at ease by acting as if you don't
Sometimes it's because they've seen SO many even care that they're there. If you stalk them like
people that they're not afraid, and in other cases a predator, that's what they'll think you are.

it's because they've seen so few people, they don't

know there’s anything to be scared of. Pfe‘f'e nd You're no + looki ng

In parks and towns, many birds will come close

because you look like you could drop some food. Efj es This Way
Around wild birds, you need to employ more
advanced techniques.

<
<

Be so st omed 1vie+
+hat 5014 are like
part of the Iandsf-ﬂfe.

Thgsg ,O L\Mgg jruLS '
will feed my whole family!

You could dress like a tree or a rock if it helps you
get into character.

If you stumble across a dead bird, don't touch
it as birds can carry disease that’s harmful to
humans. If you are careful, you can look at

it or poke it (in a sensible way) with a stick.

It might be the only time you ever see really
close-up details, like whiskers and foot scales.
If you have been near
a dead bird, don't suck
on your fingers or put
them up your nose.
That's dangerously
foolish! Wash your
hands thoroughly!

-

| FORGOT T
CHANGE MY SOCKS
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INVESTIGATING A BIRD THAT'S TOO FAR AWAY

When birds are way up in the sky;, it can be tricky
to see their usual distinctive features. It's hard
to spot their beaks, and you can't usually see

their feet at all, let alone count their toes. But a
different set of clues reveals the identity of even

the most distant bird.
NECK | Long? WINGS ] Splayea? | [TAIL] Wide? SOCIAL LIFE |
Weoljed? -“3,{‘1"1 With a
Short? 4 ‘ ¥ 2N flock?

Bendy?

Poin'}'y?

!Gu” |

Splayed -
Wl'ﬂjjf‘ea f‘h ers

are too far back

&—ﬂﬁ"@’ﬂ’

and again

Laoks like its wings

AR e

Sq,ua re?
Forked? _

2 Alone?

Keep elbows bent

Feet can be J

Spread for

balance now \/ - ‘

"

quf from the Shoulder

Qlui te
fﬂhjuia{
‘Ffafs

Pause to 3lia[e occasionally

Elbows and

Nice 1000n3 flaps
from the Shoulder

= Fly together in a

V—Shqfeat formation




Ncus fliers,
lots of‘ rushing air
Snunds o You’ (| hear

"Himi Coming.

Wm s look ?m*e N Tail can make
Comp acf for i this very wide Feet neatly
4,.,,(5 size fan Shape tucked in

p,a,-of |

Separated at
the tips

Ti‘mfmg ‘f‘m/ feathers
(not this long on all — /7
Parraf‘s ‘Hnoujh)

FaS'I' ‘fia ing,
b“"' wd‘h ,gau'?fes
+o SWoo’o and

dive (ﬂlﬂn‘f‘ ‘Fn”
of f Yyour stooll)

You I| need o

| use Your mouth

+o make accurate
wh_oashmg noises

Blunf ﬁ [qn5|$+nn+ 5""&“‘5;

i head sh‘-m_'ff-. ful|-armed 4 Fl ‘IP _

Vﬁfﬁj broad wings Pre’renol Your leg s |

are 'ﬂO'H“ long tail

Move your tail
f and down

Very 'Flu‘Hery 'Flﬂfs as Y4 9o
NO 5"‘")0 bend.s h

Prefers flocks

flap £

Has a rhythm like this F‘I“P P r

'Brm .'jg ur arms

almdst +°j€'H'l€f
underneath

/ Yom with
S? / “each wing

beat




Alright, Where do [ [ay my complaints 227

On Paye 53 she called me an e/angqfeo( duck!

A big squawk of thanks to Dr Colin Miskelly
and Dr Edin Whitehead, ornithologists (and good eggs).
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| don't fﬂg cemp’ain'f‘g
On’y Ejgs.




From the author of
The Observologist, a guide to
the art and science of omnibirding.

Some birds are so commonplace it's easy to forget how
extraordinary they are. These creatures have a secret eyelid,
hollow bones and a two-part brain. They dress in feathers.

Omnibird explores what's remarkable about the birds all around
us and the clues we can all use to become avian investigators.

Once your sleuthing begins, you'll find the fascinating
in eggs, feathers and flight patterns. You'll discover why \
) there are different kinds of beaks and toes, and get
> better at listening to bird calls. (Try talking back!)
You'll probably daydream about what it feels like to be a bird.

You'll discover things that are ludicrous, beautiful, or just very,
very strange—or maybe not so strange, once you know why.

BECOME AN omm@

EVERY DAY 1S FULL
OF 0PPORTUNITIES!

An imprint of Lemer Publishing Group « cusfously good books - geckopress.com
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