
Step ashore for the Firebloom Festival 
– but there’s only a show 

if the jellyfish glow...

Tal ly Smuck is destined to become a  

Sting Winkler — someone who can  

communicate with jellyfish. 

But as visitors flock to her island’s famous  

festival, there’s no sign of Tally’s vital powers,  

or the light-and-life-giving sea creatures  

they’ve come to see…

Can Tally and her friends solve the mystery of  

the missing jellyfish and stop the island from  

being plunged into darkness for good?

“A funny adventure about friendship, courage and… jellyfish!”
— PATRICE LAWRENCE, AUTHOR OF ORANGEBOY
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13

years ago. Now, as she stepped into the surf, Tally sent her 
ancestor a silent plea for help. 

Biting her lip, she scanned the surface for signs of jelly 
life. For a few minutes there was nothing but a ribbon 
of moonlight dancing on the gentle ripples, then Tally 
spotted a flickering blue light about an oar’s length away, 
just under the surface.

“There you are!”
 The first flicker was followed by one, then two, then 

three more. As the jellies washed closer, their markings 
became more defined, flashing bright circles on their 
smooth, translucent domed tops.

With her fingertips just breaking the water’s surface, 
Tally waited to greet the first jellies of the year. And 
maybe, just maybe, she would feel a connection – like a 
true Sting Winkler should. 

Only, these jellies seemed reluctant. They were holding 
back, pulsing gently against the tide, faintly flashing their 
blue circles, one after the other. It was almost as if they 
were whispering amongst themselves.

“It’s alright,” Tally whispered back. “You know me.”
She held her breath. Five seconds, then ten. Finally, 

one of the jellies displayed a sequence of flashes, before 
bobbing closer until Tally could reach out and ever so 
gently stroke it. The jelly glowed briefly, then faded to an 
eerie milky white. Tally waited, her feet sinking into the 
sand, but she didn’t dare move.

Then, in a single rapid movement, the jelly turned 
sideways, sucking itself in, before exploding in a series of 
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