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But why is the writer ol a book on the worst chilc | 7 &u“h
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history asking you to poke about under the kitchen sink, reading a C(%@l; %f"d $, Utill chlldn‘ﬁ'nnbswchmnblc
load of old labels? for o8 welionrs kil E"“)' yean ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂmbcrtboym choscn
y 57 in the Pennines
“. - to be bishop in charge of all the local churches
Because if you'd been alive in the Middle Ages, you wouldn't have FIL'II'H: :ti!:ul therc's 2 until Ch"“ﬂ?fw over. Itmsupposcd fo
enty of runni ¢
had all these bottles of chemicals to make work easy. The point S | 1:::11:1& l:"“l’ ¢ how humble I"“’j‘dh““* _
of this book is that every worst job throughout history would | 23 Z | EIdDY ISﬁoljlsgoi R flncy« gh” and
have been ten times harder in those days than it is now. N EROM: loopinal . could orderall the pricsts m"d*’ ¢ could
® 2 even declare holidays and tell 1 pncm

to hand out sweets to the loca] dnldrcn
\ In the sixteenth century chrym decided |
. to ban the whole thing as the boyﬁwhﬂ were
chosen weren't treating it s:nuuafy enough.
In fact, they were qust having a laugh.
I don't hhmc them. Do you?
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freczing cold, aching arms, long hors and not
much money, you could try heing 2 Washetboy, | e L e ;-__-::
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washing the lead ore that your dad has d“b up
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down 2 Victorian fead mine. How do you wash
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e 5 with 2 hammet which ]OB]E": .?BC'!‘ORE For instance, let’s suppose you'd wanted to do something simple like
means ooMmng Ih: rE?r”_.'I 30 iy e ay. f3200
o .JI b or-sharp tiny picees that @ @ @ wash your pants. Before you even got started, you had to make your
y 1010 e 3y every ime vou wallon 4
- Fevery ime you waliop . CASH: forswiite | own washing powder. You would probably have used a handful of

wood ash from the fire, or a mix of water and human wee, then

Then you collecs up all the picces with your
rolled your sleeves up and got down to scrubbing away all those

bare hands and put them into 1 $ieve on the
end of 3 po ole, After that comes the th“‘r‘ part. stubborn, stais.
i Ou r] “{ 'I '.C"C L Eﬁd "{E__l--.{] 13 It}h rj!
iey cold watee. It ot casy, The end of tke And if think th ds disgusting, other jobs were even
‘ ‘ you th al soun Isgusting, ]

| ctinkier. To make leather you needed a mixture of chicken poo

| B . | and dog poo, which were mixed up to make a poo grayy and tipped
T 5top -Ju'-.-':n'l]i It gt not be %, ..inta huge vats. Then you soaked a load of e s

AMMer byt imagine dojng this — mee——t 447 | A000 iTa v : - o) the gravy for about twelve months, hacked off the slippery fat and
in the midde of winter R - 0 M enma]])r you got leather.
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<o how come all these children had the free time to do so many @ @
CASH: 1 much |md

worst jobs? Nowadays you're supposed to spend all day at school. 5 N

. \ I 51. i j.
But in the Middle Ages, unless you were pretty rich (and a boy), you '. 8

So over the years, kids like you have made themselves useful in all

kinds of ways that sound terrible to us now.

“-.3“-:;1 t ever gmlng to n{fed 1;:[.1:?;1]:0}:;‘::;;1; ;Tl:t; ::;: ::hj: f‘*:‘f‘l:;—: FILTE{,:,:E:H = Of course, jobs don't have to make you puke to count as worst jobs.

was. It was much more importan Ip y y > fields, i | Mav e , | :

or get out and earn some cash. And children have so many uses! D?NGEH S e j | 5 z: E‘:rh;z:i ::;Tir :;1::h:;:?fa:]];a;LZ:;T{;::‘?;:: E::iz
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Yuu.can fitinto small sapacea. like unclernea.t.h big clanking machines. o ::mms kup; scary — if you're afraid of the dark, don't try the mining jobs on

You TE got small.'qmck fingers, so you're good at making lace pages 97-100, and if being shut in a tight space gives you the

or pins. And you've got more energy willies, definitely don't get apprenticed to a chimney sweep like the

than grown-ups, which means climbing boys on pages 19-20.

you can run around a field
for twelve hours a day,
chasing birds away.

_. But who knows — you might really enjoy some of the jobs in this
book. If you like climbing, what about a job scrambling up the rig-
ging of a naval ship (page 16)? If you're into horses, you could have
a go at being a ‘riding child’, speeding round a Tudor racetrack — if
you're racing for the king, make sure you win, because Henry VIII's
not the kind of bloke you want to upset. Or if you spend all your
time playing on your Playstation, your nimble fingers could come in
handy for picking pockets. And although all this might seem a bit of
a laugh to you, for the children who really did these jobs it

was a matter of life and death.
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