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[5THE LAST DINOSAUR

£

66 MILLION YEARS AGO, IN WHAT IS
NOW ROMANIA, THE LAST DINOSAUR
WAS FEEDING

WeLL, 1T comes cLose TO
LAST IN THE ALPHABET:
THE PLANT-EATER ZALMOXES.
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ALSO AROUND WERE SOME EARLY BIRDS
AND SMALL FURRY MAMMALS.
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SCAMPER!

ZALMOXES WAS FEEDING ON FERNS AND

MEANIHILE, ON THE OTHER SIDE
PRIMITIVE PLANTS CALLED HORSETAILS.

IT BURNED THROUGH 1TS ATMOSPHERE
OF THE PLANET, AN ASTEROID i
THE $12€ OF PARIS WAS - i

_ = PLUMMETING TOWARDS EARTH...
;/ 1 MAKE THEM
%n»m 001

AND SMASHED INTO A SPOT CLOSE

THE IMPACT THREW UP DUST
TO WHAT IS NOW MODERN-DAY Mexico...

®  THAT BLOCKED OUT THE SUN
FOR MANY LONG MONTHS...

LHAT LAS
THAT NOISE -

(vt oreatrer AND WHERE'S

THE SUN GONE?

INHEN THE DUST FINALLY SETTLED,
1T WAS THE DINOSAURS THAT HAD
DISAPPEARED, NOT THE PLANTS
THEY RE STILL AROUND TODAY.

As ARE BIRDS, THE DINOSAURS
CLOSEST-LIVING RELATIVES.

1 WARN YOU, FOX.
IMA T REX AT HEART

THOUGH YOU MIGHT FIND ZALMOXES
AS A FOSSIL IN MUSEUMS.

A
| S€€ THOSE
MAMMALS MUST
HAVE SURVIVED

MY FAVOURITE!

2ALMOXES

pAST AND PRE‘SENT

JURASSIC PARTS

SAURUS COMING?

Fossils — the preserved remains of long-dead living
things — are the best clues to Earth's dinosavr past.
In July 2024, a fossilised Sfegosuurus known as Apex
sold at avction for a staggering $44.6 million US —
a record amount for a bunch of stony bones!

DEEPLY DIPPY

Some famous fossils are fakes.

Many musevms across the world
have a 'Dippy' — a 25-metre-

long skeleton of a plant-eating

Diplodocus from the late Jurassic
period. However, the 292 'bones’

are actually plaster copies modelled
from an original fossil specimen.
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PARK LIFE

st until 18472,
‘Di rs' didn't actually exis
Dm:S:VBHT\s‘ﬂ woffin Siv Richard Owenr :
e ‘ firs
i ted the word. He also deswgned the fi <
o Jic sculptures of dinosavts — sti

- { a
‘1 a south London park —and

|ife-size pub
display :
o Fe:sf was held inside on€ of them!

ROCK STAR

London's Natura| History Museum holds
the world's most stupendous stone slab.
It depicts Archaeopteryx — a small dinosavr
with a beak and feathered wings that helped
reveal birds were descended from dinos.
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could all disappear. They as
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simply hldtng instead! Here
things that were fhovghf /0”
have now reappeared.

Some
bf/

Ever since our species arose in Africa, humans have been gc'vng places.

First it was on foot, how we fly, drive, ride and slide. In this chapter,

we take a four though vanished vehicles and Jost forms of transport,
hitting the road with four fab facts!

Missing for 1,300 years, a wooden
ski dating to before the time of the A pot found in Poland dating back about
Vikings was found buried in ice in 5,500 years is decorated with what

Digervarden, Norway in 2014 [ts pair seems to be a four-wheeled farm wagon.
then turned vp nearby in 2021!

The Voyager | space probe was
launched in 1977 by US space agency
NASA and is nhow over 25 billion
kilometres from Earth — the most
distant human-made object ever.

The first animals to fly in a hot-air
balloon were a rooster, a duck and a /
sheep called ‘Montavciel'. Lifting off SNA

from near Paris, France, in September
1783, they all landed safely!

RATS! YOU
FOUND Met
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Humans have been ChOo:;h
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places on each of Eartpy Vov"y }ho
Confe

v, Bu/gar\a, has
evidence of stone o e
settlements dafmg back

about 8,000 years.

Syria is home to Damascus =
the world's oldest continvously
inhabited capital city = and
Aleppo, where finds have been

dated back over 11,000 years.

Evidence su

est
Abom‘gmq/ g8 ests thet

People Jiveq
around Srdneﬁ Avﬂm/

m
ore than 30,000 years

ia,

ago.
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Cholvla,

ople have lived In
P:dipsfrid of Puebla, Mex\co,f
for about 3,000 years = righ

next to their Great Pyram\d
nelghbovr (see page 9).

AFRICA i:’- /

SOUTH AMERICA

Z
Girga in Egypt has been
occupied for over 6,000 years
and may have peen the base for
the first ever pharaoh, Narmer,

Quite, Ecvador, has been
lived in since 980 CE,
put its origins may g°

back another 3,000 years!
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ANTARCTICA
Orcadas Base is the continent's oldest
permanently inhabited research station.
It was started in 1903 by a Scottish
Antarctic expedition and can fall as
cold as -44 degrees Celsius. Brr!

LOST PROPERTIES

Modern cities all have buildings that come and £ while others may
become fasfwhg landmarks, like the Statve of Liberty in New York, USA,
or the Sydney Opera House, Australia. In this section, we [ook at
fong»gor\e bu'\}dingj, with four fab facts for outr foundations.

TALLEST TOTALLED TOWER TALLEST TOPPLE TOWER

=
In 2023, the 234%-metre- ey The world record
OCN
high AXA Tower in =N for a fower built
ne Zaan v
Sinpapore became the C—3 from jenga bricks
gep — 1578
world's tallest building — was set in Canada
to be demolished on ’. in 2025, At only
purpose. At 305 metres, Q one metre tall,
its replacement will — it contained 3,000
become the city's — pieces all balanced
tallest skyscraper. — oh a 5ingie brick!
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The UK's Houses of Parfiament
in Westminster, London, was home to
kings and queens in the Middle Ages.
Today, few parts have survived, the
oldest being a 900-year-old meeting hall.

Great Zimbabwe is a medieval stone city
that gave its name fo the modern African
country of Zimbabwe. Now largely in

ruins, its carved stone eagles inspired

the one on the national flag! J
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called Victor Frankenstein frying to create a
new living person vs‘mg body parts stolen
T
HE §
\Y 00
CREATURE’ s

from corpses and animal slavghterhouses.

You guessed it. That 'monster’

was me — 2.4 metres tall,
heavily built and with yellow
eyes and skin, | was a
5hockin8 518111‘, and my
anger af being hated by
humans made me kill,
though all | really wanted
was someone to share
my life with.
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He!lo. I'm ‘The Creature’. Not a very flattering name
. . . !
is it? And that isn't exactly a Haﬁering picture
of me, 1hov8h quite accurate, sadly.

I was created by a 19-year-o/d
woman novelist caljed Mary
Godwin. She fell in [ove with
a famous English poet cafled
Percy Bysshe Shelley, who was
already married, cuvsing a big
Scandal. Alfhovgh Mary and
Percy did fater marry.

Mary's monster horror story won among
her group of friends, and it was |ater
published as a novel in January 1818
under the title Frankenstein. The
book made her famous and has
been turned into many scary
plays, films and TV series

over the centuries.

Her story ends with Victor chasing me to the
icy seas near the North Pole to try and kill his
creation. However, the tables get turned and it is
Victor who dies, while | escape over the ice, never
to be seen again. (Though you might just want to
check under your bed fonight..)
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