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did you…did you…

…did you …did you 
just kill just kill 

him?him?
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oh no!oh no!

MONTHS EARLIER

CHAPTER 1CHAPTER 1

The busThe bus
is here!is here!
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thank…thank…

thank you, thank you, 
sir…sir…

you should you should 
be on time.be on time.

hurry, hurry, 
it’s leaving it’s leaving 
without us!without us!

I’mI’m
right behind right behind 

you…you…

please, wait please, wait 
for us!for us!

2

wait for my wait for my 
friend.friend.

please.please.please.please.

sure, butsure, but
next time I’ll leave next time I’ll leave 

without you.without you.

I’m sorry,I’m sorry,
Mr. driver.Mr. driver.

I left this atI left this at
the factory. Julia the factory. Julia 
had to wait whilehad to wait while

I circled back.I circled back.

oh,oh,
kamille!kamille! 

Don’t worry, 
my dear. my dear. 

what a what a 
beautiful beautiful 

flower! did flower! did 
you sew it you sew it 
yourself?yourself?

yep.

Don’t worry, Don’t worry, 

Marionetta UK Text 1st Proofs v3.indd   2Marionetta UK Text 1st Proofs v3.indd   2 30/03/2026   16:32:2430/03/2026   16:32:24



thank…thank…

thank you, thank you, 
sir…sir…

you should you should 
be on time.be on time.

hurry, hurry, 
it’s leaving it’s leaving 
without us!without us!

I’mI’m
right behind right behind 

you…you…

please, wait please, wait 
for us!for us!

2

wait for my wait for my 
friend.friend.

please.please.please.please.

sure, butsure, but
next time I’ll leave next time I’ll leave 

without you.without you.

I’m sorry,I’m sorry,
Mr. driver.Mr. driver.

I left this atI left this at
the factory. Julia the factory. Julia 
had to wait whilehad to wait while

I circled back.I circled back.

oh,oh,
kamille!kamille! 

Don’t worry, 
my dear. my dear. 

what a what a 
beautiful beautiful 

flower! did flower! did 
you sew it you sew it 
yourself?yourself?

yep.

Don’t worry, Don’t worry, 

Marionetta UK Text 1st Proofs v3.indd   3Marionetta UK Text 1st Proofs v3.indd   3 30/03/2026   16:32:2430/03/2026   16:32:24



how talented,how talented,
kamille! you havekamille! you have
such good taste!such good taste!

That color suits That color suits 
your beautiful eyes your beautiful eyes 

so well.so well.

oh, come oh, come 
on…on…

well, we well, we 
made it.made it.

take a seat, 
girls. we’re 

leaving.

this bus 
is packed.

take a seat, take a seat, 
girls. we’re girls. we’re 

this bus this bus 
is packed.is packed.

4

ah!ah!

there’sthere’s
an empty an empty 

seat.seat.

look.look.

no way am I no way am I 
sitting there!sitting there!

can’t youcan’t you
see who’ssee who’s

next to it?!next to it?!

oh, right. oh, right. 
that’s one of that’s one of 
those those ah’konah’kon 

people.people.

do you think do you think 
the stories are the stories are 

true? That, under true? That, under 
the badges on their the badges on their 
heads, they have—heads, they have—

shhh! shut up, shhh! shut up, 
kamille! he’ll kamille! he’ll 

hear you!hear you!

Why isWhy is
he even on he even on 
this bus?this bus?

5
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of course, of course, 
ms. stick-in-the-mud ms. stick-in-the-mud 

wouldn’t know.wouldn’t know.

huh?huh?

we’re all we’re all 
going to the going to the 

circus!circus! Tonight is the Tonight is the 
last night it’s last night it’s 

in town!in town!

what?what?

Stay behind meStay behind me
and don’t make eye and don’t make eye 
contact, Kamille!contact, Kamille!

I thinkI think
he knowshe knows

we’re talking we’re talking 
about him.about him.

SO? HE SO? HE 
SHOULDN’T BE SHOULDN’T BE 

TRAVELiNG WiTH TRAVELiNG WiTH 
NORMAL PEOPLE NORMAL PEOPLE 

LiKE US. HE’S LiKE US. HE’S 
DANGEROUS!DANGEROUS!

on the on the 
other other 
hand…hand…

the whole the whole 
bus is weird bus is weird 

today.today.

They’re 
louder 

They’re 
louder 

They’re 
louder 

They’re 
louder 

They’re 
louder 

They’re 
louder 

6

Did you all Did you all 
forget that forget that 

we have work we have work 
tomorrow?!tomorrow?! and we’ll and we’ll 

go to work go to work 
tomorrow!tomorrow!

BUT WE CAN’T BUT WE CAN’T 
PROMiSE WHAT PROMiSE WHAT 

CONDiTiON WE’LL CONDiTiON WE’LL 
SHOW UP iN!

but the new but the new 
uniform orders uniform orders 

came in!came in!

the rest of us will the rest of us will 
have to do twice as have to do twice as 

much work!much work!

you’re all just you’re all just 
slackers!slackers!

and you’re and you’re 
a pain in the a pain in the 

butt!butt!

we’re we’re 
almost almost 
there.there.

get off at the get off at the 
next stop if you next stop if you 

want to go to the want to go to the 
circus.circus.

7
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what?!what?!

you’ve got you’ve got 
to be kidding to be kidding 

me!me!

the circusthe circus
is just for kids is just for kids 
and slackers!and slackers!

yeah, yeah, 
maybe.maybe.

but Ibut I
don’t feel like don’t feel like 

going home going home 
yet…yet…

besides, it’s besides, it’s 
my birthday my birthday 
tomorrow.tomorrow.

COME COME 
WiTH ME AS WiTH ME AS 
A BiRTHDAY A BiRTHDAY 
PRESENT!PRESENT!

look, there look, there 
it is!it is!

come on, come on, 
let’s go!let’s go!

waaah, how waaah, how 
beautiful!beautiful!

are you in, are you in, 
kamille?kamille?

tsk!tsk!

of course of course 
she’s not going she’s not going 

with you.with you.

yes, I’m yes, I’m 
in.in.

not you, not you, 

julia.julia.

I already made I already made 
you a gift.you a gift.

come on, come on, 
julia …julia …

you know that you know that 
you always end up you always end up 
having a good time having a good time 

when you join me on when you join me on 
adventures.adventures.

This is not the This is not the 
same as going to same as going to 
the mountains to the mountains to 
look for bugs!look for bugs!

This isThis is
having a wild having a wild 

party on a weekday party on a weekday 
with a bunch of with a bunch of 
drunk people!drunk people!

it’s it’s 
irresponsibleirresponsible

and dangerous!and dangerous!

oh, Ioh, I
get it…get it… I guess I’ll I guess I’ll 

have to go have to go 
alone.alone.

9
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no, no, 
wait!wait!

that’s that’s 
worse!worse!

nngh…nngh…

all all 
right!right!

I’ll come. I’ll come. 
just because just because 

it’s your it’s your 
birthday.birthday.

heh heh 
heh.heh.

look, look, 
kamille’s kamille’s 
coming!coming!

hooray!hooray!

and you and you 
convinced convinced 
lazarrettlazarrett
to join?to join?

now, that’s now, that’s 
a feat!a feat!

welcome!welcome!

the show the show 
is about to is about to 

begin!begin!

shall we get shall we get 
some popcorn?some popcorn?

would you would you 
prefer sweet prefer sweet 

or salty, or salty, 
kamille?kamille?

kamille?kamille?

uh…uh…

bye?bye?

let’s go, let’s go, 
julia!julia!
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the strongest the strongest 
man in the man in the 

world!world!

he’s able to he’s able to 
lift five adults lift five adults 

at once!at once!
ugh!ugh!

is it a is it a 
woman?woman?

is it a is it a 
spider?spider?

come and come and 
see.see.

kamille, kamille, 
wait!wait!

do you do you 
dare to see what dare to see what 
is hidden from is hidden from 

your eyes?your eyes?

come and come and 
discover your discover your 

future!future!
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prepare prepare 
yourselves, yourselves, 

dear dear 
audience…audience…

to enjoy to enjoy 
the talents of the talents of 
my ferocious my ferocious 

animals…animals…

isn’tisn’t
FORTUNE-TELLiNG FORTUNE-TELLiNG 

too similartoo similar
to magic?to magic?

this this 
superstitious superstitious 
nonsense is nonsense is 

illegal.illegal.

Ugh, the whole Ugh, the whole 
place is giving meplace is giving me

the creeps.the creeps.

kamille, kamille, 
I think we I think we 
should go.should go.

welcome to welcome to 
the wild beast the wild beast 
tamer’s show!tamer’s show!
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kamille?kamille?

Oh, andOh, and
here we have here we have 

a volunteer to a volunteer to 
assist me!assist me!

I’ll sit and I’ll sit and 
wait for you wait for you 
on a bench, on a bench, 

okay?!okay?!

okay!okay!

14

So, sheSo, she
insists that I go insists that I go 
with her to thiswith her to this
dumpy place…dumpy place…

then she goes then she goes 
off on her own off on her own 
and leaves meand leaves me

all alone.all alone.

this circus this circus 
is weird and is weird and 
EXHAUSTiNG.EXHAUSTiNG.

at least I at least I 
can finally can finally 

sit down for sit down for 
a bit.a bit.

!!

I can’t I can’t 
move!move!

I’m sick of I’m sick of 
this place!this place!

15
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What kindWhat kind
of madness of madness 

is this?!is this?!

I need I need 
to…to…

…get …get 
out!out! Oh?Oh?
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is the New York Times bestselling 
author of Hooky. She was born in a 
small town near Barcelona, Spain, 
and started drawing before she 
could walk. She studied comics at 
the Escola Joso Center for Comics 
and Visual Arts.

In addition to creating the hit 
WEBTOONs Hooky and Marionetta, 
Míriam is the coauthor of The Prince 
of Calamity and has worked as a 
character designer in animation.

Míriam Bonastre Tur

Marionetta UK Text 1st Proofs v3.indd   61Marionetta UK Text 1st Proofs v3.indd   61 30/03/2026   16:33:0530/03/2026   16:33:05



 
rocktheboatbooks.com

   @rocktheboatnews

   @oneworldpublications

  @RocktheBoatNews

AVAILABLE FOR PREORDER NOW

Marionetta UK Text 1st Proofs v3.indd   62Marionetta UK Text 1st Proofs v3.indd   62 30/03/2026   16:33:0930/03/2026   16:33:09


