




Long ago, beneath a starlit sky and above the wild, wild waves, 
a fire blazed brightly. This fire was a beacon, sending a message 
to travellers at sea, guiding them home through the darkness.
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The vast and powerful sea can never be tamed. 

As people found new ways to sail across the waters, 
they still needed a safe way to reach the shore.

The oldest known lighthouse was the Pharos of Alexandria, The oldest known lighthouse was the Pharos of Alexandria, 
built in Egypt around 280BC. During the day, mirrors reflected built in Egypt around 280BC. During the day, mirrors reflected 

sunlight, and at night, a huge fire blazed at the top of the tower. sunlight, and at night, a huge fire blazed at the top of the tower. 

Stone by stone, they built the first 
  towers to contain the beacon fire.



These guiding towers became known as lighthouses. 
Over time, they inspired tales of mystery, from 

ghostly ships and legends of giants . . . 

Legend says that Hercules built a Legend says that Hercules built a 
lighthouse on top of a giant. In fact, lighthouse on top of a giant. In fact, 

the Romans built the Tower of Hercules the Romans built the Tower of Hercules 
nearly 2,000 years ago.nearly 2,000 years ago.

. . . to sea monsters that haunted the waters.
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As boats became faster and stronger, seafarers travelled further and 
longer distances. This brought riches to some and hardship to others.

In the 1500s to the 1800s many countries built lighthouses in In the 1500s to the 1800s many countries built lighthouses in 
distant lands they controlled. Today, they also remind us that distant lands they controlled. Today, they also remind us that 
while some people gained wealth, the native populations in the while some people gained wealth, the native populations in the 

newly occupied territories suffered, as their lands were colonised.newly occupied territories suffered, as their lands were colonised.

But even the sturdiest ships were no match for the ferocity 
of a storm. Lighthouses rose along the coastlines 

to prevent the loss of life and goods. 
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What is a beacon?What is a beacon?

A beacon is a signal that stands out  

to guide or warn. It can use light, sound 

or even fire to draw attention.

What is a lighthouse?What is a lighthouse?

A structure or tall tower near the sea, a lake or a harbour. 

It shines a powerful beacon of light to warn sailors about 

dangerous rocks, shallow water and reefs.

How does a lighthouse work?How does a lighthouse work?

A lighthouse shines its beam across the sea, and many also  

sound a foghorn in thick fog. By day, the shape and colours of the  

lighthouse make up its ‘daymark’. By night, it flashes its own pattern of light, 

called a ‘light character’. No two lighthouses are the same.

Where are they found?Where are they found?

They are found on coastlines, islands, headlands, lakes, 

cliffs, canals, rivers and harbours.

Are there lighthouses around the world?Are there lighthouses around the world?

There are about 18,000 lighthouses across every continent,  

even Antarctica. Countries with long coastlines may have hundreds, 

in many shapes, sizes and colours.

What do lighthouses remind us of today?What do lighthouses remind us of today?

They remind us of safety at sea and the lives they helped save. 

But some also remind us that during the Age of Exploration,  

lighthouses were built in colonised lands, where local people  

lost their homes and freedoms.
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Long ago, under starlit skies, sailors drifted through Long ago, under starlit skies, sailors drifted through 
darkness, searching for a way home. Then – far off, a flicker. darkness, searching for a way home. Then – far off, a flicker. 

A flame. A lighthouse, a beacon of hope, pierced the A flame. A lighthouse, a beacon of hope, pierced the 

darkness and guided them to safety.darkness and guided them to safety.

This beautifully told narrative non-fiction picture book 
traces the extraordinary story of lighthouses – from fire-lit towers 

of ancient Greece to storm-swept cliffs in northern Europe, 
misty coastal cities in Japan and rugged North American 

shores where lighthouse beams still sweep the sea. 

Along the way, discover the science, engineering and 
human history behind these steadfast guardians of the sea.


