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CHAP. I

The Author gives some Account of himself and Family, his first
Inducements to travel. He is shipwrecked, and swims for bis Life,
gets safe on shore in the Country of Lilliput, is made a Prisoner,

and carried up the Country.

My Father had a small Estate in Nottinghamshire; I was the Third of
Five Sons. He sent me to Emanuel College in Cambridge,! at Fourteen Years
old,? where I resided three Years, and applied myself close to my Studies:
But the Charge of maintaining me (although I had a very scanty Allow-
ance) being too great for a narrow Fortune, I was bound Apprentice to
Mr. Fames Bates, an eminent Surgeon?® in London, with whom I continued
four Years; and my Father now and then sending me small Sums of
Money, I laid them out in learning Navigation, and other Parts of the
Mathematics, useful to those who intend to travel, as I always believed
it would be some time or other my fortune to do. When I left Mr. Bares,
I went down to my Father; where, by the assistance of him and my
Uncle Jobn, and some other Relations, I got Forty Pounds, and a Promise
of Thirty Pounds a Year to maintain me at Leiden:* There I studied
Physic two Years and seven Months, knowing it would be useful in long
Voyages.

Soon after my Return from Leiden, I was recommended by my good
Master Mr. Bates, to be Surgeon to the Swallow, Captain Abrabam Pannell
Commander; with whom I continued three Years and a half, making a
Voyage or two into the Levant, and some other Parts. When I came back,
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PART I A Voyage to Lillipur

1 resolved to settle in London, to which Mr. Bates, my Master, encouraged
me, and by him I was recommended to several Patients. I took Part of a
small House in the 0/d Fury;6 and being advised to alter my Condition, I
married Mrs. Mary Burton,” second Daughter to Mr. Edmond Burton,
Hosier, in Newgate Street, with whom [ received four Hundred Pounds for
a Portion.8

But, my good Master Bates dying in two Years after, and I having few
Friends, my Business began to fail; for my Conscience would not suffer
me to imitate the bad Practice of too many among my Brethren. Having
therefore consulted with my Wife, and some of my Acquaintance, 1
determined to go again to Sea. I was Surgeon successively in two Ships,
and made several Voyages, for six Years, to the East and West Indies, by
which I got some Addition to my Fortune. My Hours of Leisure I spent
in reading the best Authors, ancient and modern, being always provided
with a good number of Books; and when I was ashore, in observing the
Manners and Dispositions of the People, as well as learning their Lan-
guage, wherein I had a great Facility by the strength of my Memory.

The last of these Voyages not proving very fortunate, I grew weary
of the Sea, and intended to stay at home with my Wife and Family. I
removed from the Old Fury to Fetter Lane, and from thence to Wapping,®
hoping to get Business among the Sailors; but it would not turn to
account. After three Years Expectation that things would mend, I
accepted an advantageous Offer from Captain William Prichard, Master
of the Antelope, who was making a Voyage to the South Sea. We set sail
from Bristol May 4th, 1699, and our Voyage at first was very prosperous.

It would not be proper, for some Reasons, to trouble the Reader with
the Particulars of our Adventures in those Seas: Let it suffice to inform
him, that in our Passage {from thence to the East Indies, we were driven
by a violent Storm to the Northwest of Pan Diemen’s Land.’® By an
Observation, we found ourselves in the Latitude of 30 Degrees 2 Minutes
South. Twelve of our Crew were dead by immoderate Labour, and ill
Food, the rest were in a very weak Condition. On the fifth of November,
which was the beginning of Summer in those Parts, the Weather being
very hazy, the Seamen spied a Rock, within half a Cable’s length!! of the
Ship; but the Wind was so strong, that we were driven directly upon it,
and immediately split. Six of the Crew, of whom I was one, having let
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CHAP. 1 The Author gives some Account of himself and Family

down the Boat into the Sea, made a shift to get clear of the Ship, and the
Rock. We rowed by my Computation about three Leagues,!2 till we were
able to work no longer, being already spent with Labour while we were
in the Ship. We therefore trusted ourselves to the Mercy of the Waves,
and in about half an Hour the Boat was overset by a sudden Flurry from
the North, What became of my Companions in the Boat, as well as of
those who escaped on the Rock, or were left in the Vessel, T cannot tell;
but conclude they were all lost. For my own part, I swam as Fortune
directed me, and was pushed forward by Wind and Tide. I often let my
Legs drop, and could feel no bottom: But when I was almost gone, and
able to struggle no longer, I found myself within my depth; and by this
time the Storm was much abated. The Declivity was so small, that I
walked near a Mile before I got to the shore, which I conjectured was
about eight o’ Clock in the Evening. I then advanced forward near halfa
Mile, but could not discover any sign of Houses or Inhabitants; at least
I'was in so weak a Condition, that Idid not observe them. I was extremely
tired, and with that, and the Heat of the Weather, and about half a Pint
of Brandy that I drank as I left the Ship, I found myself much inclined to
sleep. I lay down on the Grass, which was very short and soft, where
I slept sounder than ever I remember to have done in my life, and as 1
reckoned, above nine Hours; for when I awaked, it was just Daylight. 1
attempted to rise, but was not able to stir: For as I happened to lie on
my Back, I found my Arms and Legs were strongly fastened on each side
to the Ground; and my Hair, which was long and thick, tied down in the
same manner. I likewise felt several slender Ligatures across my Body,
from my Armpits to my Thighs. I could only look upwards, the Sun
began to grow hot, and the Light offended mine Eyes. I heard a confused
Noise about me, but in the posture I lay, could see nothing except the
Sky. In a little time I felt something alive moving on my left Leg, which
advancing gently forward over my Breast, came almost up to my Chin;
when bending my Eyes downwards as much as I could, I perceived it to
be a human Creature not six Inches high, with a Bow and Arrow in his
Hands, and a Quiver at his Back. In the mean time, I felt at least forty
more of the same kind (as I conjectured) following the first. I was in the
utmost Astonishment, and roared so loud, that they all ran back in a
Fright; and some of them, as I was afterwards told, were hurt with the
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PART 1 A Vayage to Lillipur

Falls they got by leaping from my sides upon the Ground. However,
they soon returned, and one of them, who ventured so far as to get a full
sight of my Face, lifting up his Hands and Eyes by way of Admiration,*3
cried out in a shrill, but distinct Voice, Hekinah Degul:'* The others
repeated the same Words several times, but I then knew not what they
meant. I lay all this while, as the Reader may believe, in great Uneasiness:
at length, struggling to get loose, I had the Fortune to break the Strings,
and wrench out the Pegs that fastened my left Arm to the Ground; for,
by lifting it up to my Face, I discovered the Methods they had taken to
bind me; and, at the same time, with a violent Pull, which gave me
excessive Pain, I a little loosened the Strings that tied down my Hair on
the left Side, so that I was just able to turn my Head about two Inches.
But the Creatures ran off a second time, before I could seize them;
whereupon there was a great Shout in a very shrill Accent, and after it
ceased, I heard one of them cry aloud, Tolgo Phonac; when in an instant 1
felt above an hundred Arrows discharged on my left Hand, which pricked
me like so many Needles; and besides they shot another Flight into the
Air, as we do Bombs in Europe, whereof many, I suppose, fell on my Body
(though I felt them not) and some on my Face, which I immediately
covered with my left Hand. When this Shower of Arrows was over, [ fell
a groaning with Grief and Pain, and then striving again to get loose,
they discharged another Volley larger than the first, and some of them
attempted with Spears to stick me in the Sides; but, by good luck, I had
on me a Buff Jerkin,!s which they could not pierce. I thought it the most
prudent Method to lie still, and my design was to continue so till Night,
when my left Hand being already loose, I could easily free myself: and as
for the Inhabitants, I had reason to believe I might be a Match for the
greatest Armies they could bring against me, if they were all of the same
size with him that I saw. But Fortune disposed otherwise of me. When
the People observed I was quiet, they discharged no more Arrows: But
by the Noise I heard increasing, I knew their Numbers were greater; and
about four Yards from me, over against my right Ear, I heard a knocking
for above an Hour, like that of People at work; when turning my Head
that way, as well as the Pegs and Strings would permit me, I saw a Stage
erected about a Foot and a half from the Ground, capable of holding four
of the Inhabitants, with two or three Ladders to mount it: From whence
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CHAP. I The Author gives some Account of bimself and Family

one of them, who seemed to be a Person of Quality, made me a long Speech,
whereof T understood not one Syllable. But I should have mentioned, that
before the principal Person began his Oration, he cried out three times
Langro Debul san (these Words and the former were afterwards repeated
and explained to me). Whereupon immediately about fifty of the Inhabi-
tants came, and cut the Strings that fastened the left side of my Head,
which gave me the Liberty of turning it to the right, and of observing
the Person and Gesture of him that was to speak. He appeared to be of a
middle Age, and taller than any of the other three who attended him,
whereof one was a Page who held up his Train, and seemed to be
somewhat longer than my middle Finger; the other two stood one on
each side to support him. He acted every part of an Orator, and I could
observe many Periods!é of Threatenings, and others of Promises, Pity,
and Kindness. I answered in a few Words, but in the most submissive
manner, lifting up my Left Hand and both mine Eyes to the Sun, as
calling him for a Witness; and being almost famished with Hunger, having
not eaten a Morsel for some Hours before I left the Ship, I found the
Demands of Nature so strong upon me, that I could not forbear showing
my Impatience (perhaps against the strict Rules of Decency) by putting
my Finger frequently on my Mouth, to signify that I wanted Food. The
Hurgo (for so they call a great Lord, as I afterwards learnt) understood
me very well. He descended from the Stage, and commanded that several
Ladders should be applied to my Sides, on which above an hundred of
the Inhabitants mounted, and walked towards my Mouth, laden with
Baskets full of Meat, which had been provided, and sent thither by the
King’s Orders, upon the first Intelligence he received of me. T observed
there was the Flesh of several Animals, but could not distinguish them
by the Taste. There were Shoulders, Legs, and Loins, shaped like those
of Mutton, and very well dressed, but smaller than the Wings of a Lark.
I eat!? them by two or three at a mouthful, and took three Loaves at a
time, about the bigness of Musket Bullets. They supplied me as they
could, showing a thousand Marks of wonder and astonishment at my
Bulk and Appetite. I then made another Sign that I wanted Drink. They
found by my eating that a small quantity would not suffice me, and being
a most ingenious People, they slung up with great Dexterity one of their
largest Hogsheads,® then rolled it towards my Hand, and beat out the
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PART 1 A Poyage to Lillipur

Top; I drank it off at a Draught, which I might well do, for it did not
hold half a Pint, and tasted like a small Wine!® of Burgundy, but much
more delicious. They brought me a second Hogshead, which I drank in
the same manner, and made Signs for more, but they had none to give
me. When T had performed these Wonders, they shouted for Joy, and
danced upon my Breast, repeating several times as they did at first,
Hekinab Degul. They made me a Sign that I should throw down the two
Hogsheads, but first warned the People below to stand out of the way,
crying aloud, Borach Mivola, and when they saw the Vessels in the Air,
there was an universal shout of Hekinab Degul. T confess I was often
tempted, while they were passing backwards and forwards on my Body,
to seize Forty or Fifty of the first that came in my reach, and dash them
against the Ground. But the remembrance of what I had felt, which
probably might not be the worst they could do, and the Promise of
Honour I made them, for so I interpreted my submissive Behaviour, soon
drove out these Imaginations.2® Besides, I now considered myself as
bound by the Laws of Hospitality to a People who had treated me with
so much Expense and Magnificence. However, in my Thoughts I could
not sufficiently wonder at the Intrepidity of these diminutive Mortals,
who durst venture to mount and walk upon my Body, while one of my
Hands was at liberty, without trembling at the very sight of so prodigious
a Creature as I must appear to them. After some time, when they observed
that T made no more Demands for Meat, there appeared before me a
Person of high Rank from his Imperial Majesty. His Excellency having
mounted on the small of my Right Leg, advanced forwards up to my
Face, with about a Dozen of his Retinue. And producing his Credentials
under the Signet Royal, which he applied close to my Eyes, spoke about
ten Minutes, without any signs of Anger, but with a kind of determinate
Resolution; often pointing forwards, which, as I afterwards found, was
towards the Capital City, about halfa Mile distant, whither it was agreed
by his Majesty in Council that I must be conveyed. I answered in few
words, but to no purpose, and made a Sign with my Hand that was loose,
putting it to the other (but over his Excellency’s Head, for fear of hurting
him or his Train) and then to my own Head and Body, to signify that I
desired my Liberty. It appeared that he understood me well enough, for
he shook his Head by way of Disapprobation, and held his Hand in a
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CHAP. 1 The Author gives some Account of bimself and Family

Posture to show that I must be carried as a Prisoner. However, he made
other Signs to let me understand that I should have Meat and Drink
enough, and very good Treatment. Whereupon I once more thought of
attempting to break my Bonds, but again, when I felt the smart of their
Arrows upon my Face and Hands, which were all in Blisters, and many of
the Darts still sticking in them, and observing likewise that the Number
of my Enemies increased, I gave Tokens to let them know that they might
do with me what they pleased. Upon this the Hurgoand his Train withdrew
with much Civility and cheerful Countenances. Soon after I heard a general
Shout, with frequent repetitions of the Words, Peplom Selan, and I felt great
Numbers of the People on my Left side relaxing the Cords to such a degree,
that T was able to turn upon my Right, and to ease myself with making
Water; whichIvery plentifully did, to the greatastonishment of the People,
who conjecturing by my Motions what I was going to do, immediately
opened to the right and left on that side to avoid the Torrent which fell
with such noise and violence from me. But before this, they had daubed my
Face and both my Hands with a sort of Ointment very pleasant to the
Smell, which inafew Minutes removed all the smart of their Arrows. These
Circumstances, added to the Refreshment I had received by their Victuals
and Drink, which were very nourishing, disposed me to sleep. I slept about
eight hours, as I was afterwards assured; and it was no wonder, for the
Physicians, by the Emperor’s Order, had mingled a sleeping Potion in
the Hogsheads of Wine.

It seems that upon the first moment I was discovered sleeping on the
Ground after my Landing, the Emperor had early Notice of it by an
Express,2! and determined in Council that I should be tied in the manner
I'have related (which was done in the Night while I slept) that Plenty of
Meat and Drink should be sent me, and a Machine prepared to carry me
to the Capital City.

This Resolution perhaps may appear very bold and dangerous, and I
am confident would not be imitated by any Prince in Exrope on the like
Occasion; however, in my Opinion it was extremely Prudent, as well as
Generous. For supposing these People had endeavoured to kill me with
their Spears and Arrows while 1 was asleep, I should certainly have
awaked with the first sense of Smart, which might so far have roused my
Rage and Strength, as to have enabled me to break the Strings wherewith
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PART 1 A Voyage to Lilliput

I was tied; after which, as they were not able to make Resistance, so they
could expect no Mercy.

These People are most excellent Mathematicians, and arrived to a
great Perfection in Mechanics?? by the countenance and encouragement
of the Emperor, who is a renowned Patron of Learning. This Prince hath
several Machines fixed on Wheels for the Carriage of Trees and other
great Weights. He often builds his largest Men of War, whereof some are
nine foot long, in the Woods where the Timber grows, and has them
carried on these Engines?? three or four hundred Yards to the Sea. Five
Hundred Carpenters and Engineers were immediately set at work to
prepare the greatest Engine they had. It was a Frame of Wood raised
three Inches from the Ground, about seven Foot long and four wide,
moving upon twenty-two Wheels. The Shout T heard was upon the arrival
of this Engine, which it seems set out in four hours after my Landing. It
was brought parallel to me as I lay. But the principal Difficulty was to
raise and place me in this Vehicle. Eighty Poles, each of one Foot high,
were erected for this purpose, and very strong Cords of the bigness of
Packthread were fastened by Hooks to many Bandages, which the Work-
men had girt round my Neck, my Hands, my Body, and my Legs. Nine
Hundred of the strongest Men were employed to draw up these Cords
by many Pulleys fastened on the Poles, and thus in less than three Hours,
I was raised and slung into the Engine, and there tied fast. All this I was
told, for while the whole Operation was performing, 1 lay in a profound
sleep, by the force of that soporiferous Medicine infused into my Liquor.
Fifteen Hundred of the Emperor’s largest Horses, each about four Inches
and an half high, were employed to draw me towards the Metropolis,
which, as I said, was half a Mile distant.

About four Hours after we began our Journey, I awaked by a very
ridiculous Accident; for the Carriage being stopped a while to adjust
something that was out of order, two or three of the young Natives had
the Curiosity to see how I looked when I was asleep; they climbed up
into the Engine, and advancing very softly to my Face, one of them, an
Officer in the Guards, put the sharp end of his Half-pike a good way up
into my left Nostril, which tickled my Nose like a Straw, and made me
sneeze violently: whereupon they stole off unperceived, and it was three
Weeks before I knew the cause of my awaking so suddenly. We made a
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CHAP. I The Author gives some Account of bimself and Family

long March the remaining part of that Day, and rested at Night with five
hundred Guards on each side of me, half with Torches, and half with
Bows and Arrows, ready to shoot me if I should offer to stir. The next
Morning at Sunrise we continued our March, and arrived within two
hundred Yards of the City Gates about Noon. The Empcror, and all his
Court came out to meet us, but his great Officers would by no means
suffer his Majesty to endanger his Person by mounting on my Body.

At the Place where the Carriage stopped, there stood an ancient
Temple, esteemed to be the largest in the whole Kingdom, which having
been polluted some Years before by an unnatural Murder,24 was, accord-
ing to the Zeal?s of those People, looked upon as Profane, and therefore
had been applied to common Uses, and all the Ornaments and Furniture
carried away. In this Edifice it was determined I should lodge. The great
Gate fronting to the North was about four Foot high, and almost two
Foot wide, through which I could easily creep. On each side of the Gate
was a small Window not above six Inches from the Ground: into that on
the Left side, the King’s Smiths conveyed fourscore and eleven Chains,
like those that hang to a Lady’s Watch in Exrope, and almost as large,
which were locked to my left Leg with six and thirty Padlocks. Over
against this Temple, on t’other side of the great Highway, at twenty
Foot distance, there was a Turret at least five Foot high. Here the
Emperor ascended with many principal Lords of his Court, to have an
opportunity of viewing me, as I was told, for I could not see them. It was
reckoned that above an hundred thousand Inhabitants came out of the
Town upon the same Errand; and in spite of my Guards, I believe there
could not be fewer than ten thousand, at several times, who mounted
upon my Body by the help of Ladders. But a Proclamation was soon
issued to forbid it upon pain of Death. When the Workmen found it was
impossible for me to break loose, they cut all the Strings that bound me;
whereupon I rose up with as melancholy a Disposition as ever I had in
my Life. But the noise and astonishment of the People at seeing me rise
and walk are not to be expressed. The Chains that held my left Leg were
about two Yards long, and gave me not only the Liberty of walking
backwards and forwards in a Semicircle; but being fixed within four
Inches of the Gate, allowed me to creep in, and lie at my full length in
the Temple.
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PART 1 A Voyage to Lillipur

CHAP. 11

The Emperor of Lilliput, attended by several of the Nobility, comes
to see the Author in his Confinement. The Emperor’s Person and
Habit described. Learned Men appointed to teach the Author their
Language. He gains Favour by bis mild Disposition. His Pockets
are searched, and bis Sword and Pistols taken from him.

When I found myself on my Feet, 1 looked about me, and must confess
I never beheld a more entertaining Prospect. The Country round appeared
like a continued Garden, and the enclosed Fields, which were generally
forty Foot square, resembled so many Beds of Flowers. These Fields were
intermingled with Woods of half a Stang,?¢ and the tallest Trees, as I
could judge, appeared to be seven foot high. I viewed the Town on my
left hand, which looked like the painted Scene of a City in a Theatre.

I had been for some Hours extremely pressed by the Necessities of
Nature; which was no wonder, it being almost two Days since I had last
disburthened myself. I was under great Difficulties between Urgency and
Shame. The best Expedient I could think on, was to creep into my House,
which I accordingly did; and shutting the Gate after me, I went as far as
the length of my Chain would suffer, and discharged my Body of that
uneasy Load. But this was the only time I was ever guilty of so uncleanly
an Action; for which I cannot but hope the candid Reader will give some
Allowance, after he hath maturely and impartially considered my Case,
and the Distress I was in. From this time my constant Practice was, as
soon as I rose, to perform that Business in open Air, at the full extent of
my Chain, and due Care was taken every Morning before Company came,
that the offensive Matter should be carried off in Wheelbarrows, by two
Servants appointed for that purpose. I would not have dwelt so long
upon a Circumstance, that perhaps at first sight may appear not very
momentous, if I had not thought it necessary to justify my Character in
point of Cleanliness to the World; which I am told some of my Maligners
have been pleased, upon this and other Occasions, to call in question.

When this Adventure was at an end, I came back out of my House,
having occasion for fresh Air. The Emperor was already descended from
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CHAP. 11 The Emperor of Lilliput, attended by several of the Nobility

the Tower, and advancing on Horseback towards me, which had like to
have cost him dear; for the Beast, though very well trained, yet wholly
unused to such a Sight, which appeared as if a Mountain moved before
him, reared up on his hinder Feet: But that Prince, who is an excellent
Horseman, kept his Seat, till his Attendants ran in, and held the Bridle,
while his Majesty had time to dismount. When he alighted, he surveyed
me round with great Admiration, but kept without the length of my
Chain. He ordered his Cooks and Butlers, who were already prepared, to
give me Victuals and Drink, which they pushed forward in a sort of
Vehicles upon Wheels until T could reach them. I took those Vehicles,
and soon emptied them all; twenty of them were filled with Meat, and
ten with Liquor, each of the former afforded me two or three good
Mouthfuls, and I emptied the Liquor of ten Vessels, which was contained
in earthen Vials, into one Vehicle, drinking it off at a Draught, and so 1
did with the rest. The Empress, and young Princes of the Blood, of both
Sexes, attended by many Ladies, sat at some distance in their Chairs; but
upon the Accident that happened to the Emperor’s Horse, they alighted,
and came near his Person, which I am now going to describe. He is taller
by almost the breadth of my Nail, than any of his Court, which alone is
enough to strike an Awe into the Beholders. His Features are strong and
masculine, with an Austrian Lip and arched Nose,27 his Complexion olive,
his Countenance erect, his Body and Limbs well proportioned, all his
Motions graceful, and his Deportment majestic. He was then past his
Prime, being twenty-eight Years and three Quarters old, of which he had
reigned about seven, in great Felicity, and generally victorious. For the
better convenience of beholding him, I lay on my side, so that my Face
was parallel to his, and he stood but three Yards off: However, I have
had him since many times in my Hand, and therefore cannot be deceived
in the Description. His Dress was very plain and simple, and the Fashion
of it between the Asiatic and the European; but he had on his Head a light
Helmet of Gold, adorned with Jewels, and a Plume on the Crest. He held
his Sword drawn in his Hand, to defend himself, if T should happen to
break loose; it was almost three Inches long, the Hilt and Scabbard were
Gold enriched with Diamonds. His Voice was shrill, but very clear and
articulate, and I could distinctly hear it when I stood up. The Ladies and
Courtiers were all most magnificently clad, so that the Spot they stood
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PART I A Vayage 1o Lillipur

upon seemed to resemble a Petticoat spread on the Ground, embroidered
with Figures of Gold and Silver. His Imperial Majesty spoke often to me,
and I returned Answers, but neither of us could understand a Syllable.
There were several of his Priests and Lawyers present (as I conjectured
by their Habits) who were commanded to address themselves to me, and
I spoke to them in as many Languages as I had the least smattering of,
which were High and Low Dutch,?® Latin, French, Spanish, Italian, and
Lingua Franca;?® but all to no purpose. After about two Hours the Court
retired, and I was left with a strong Guard, to prevent the Impertinence,
and probably the Malice of the Rabble, who were very impatient to crowd
about me as near as they durst, and some of them had the Impudence to
shoot their Arrows at me as I sat on the Ground by the Door of my House,
whereofone very narrowly missed my left Eye. But the Colonel ordered six
of the Ringleaders to be seized, and thought no Punishment so proper as to
deliver them bound into my Hands, which some of his Soldiers accordingly
did, pushing them forwards with the Butt-Ends of their Pikes into my
reach; 1 took them all in my right Hand, put five of them into my
Coat-Pocket, and as to the sixth, I made a Countenance as if I would eat
him alive. The poor Man squalled terribly, and the Colonel and his
Officers were in much pain, especially when they saw me take out my
Penknife: But I soon put them out of fear; for, looking mildly, and
immediately cutting the Strings he was bound with, I set him gently on
the Ground, and away he ran; I treated the rest in the same manner,
taking them one by one out of my Pocket, and I observed both the
Soldiers and People were highly obliged at this Mark of my Clemency,
which was represented very much to my Advantage at Court.

Towards Night I got with some difficulty into my House, where I lay
on the Ground, and continued to do so about a Fortnight; during which
time the Emperor gave Orders to have a Bed prepared for me. Six Hundred
Beds of the common Measure were brought in Carriages, and worked up
in my House; an hundred and fifty of their Beds sewn together made up
the Breadth and Length, and these were four double, which however
kept me but very indifferently from the Hardness of the Floor, that was
of smooth Stone. By the same Computation they provided me with
Sheets, Blankets, and Coverlets, tolerable enough for one who had been
so long inured to Hardships as L.
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CHAP. I1  The Emperor of Lilliput, artended by several of the Nobility

As the News of my Arrival spread through the Kingdom, it brought
prodigious Numbers of rich, idle, and curious People to see me; so that
the Villages were almost emptied, and great Neglect of Tillage and
Household Affairs must have ensued, if his Imperial Majesty had not
provided by several Proclamations and Orders of State against this
Inconveniency.?® He directed that those, who had already beheld me,
should return home, and not presume to come within fifty Yards of my
House without Licence from Court; whereby the Secretaries of State got
considerable Fees.3t

In the mean time, the Emperor held frequent Councils to debate what
Course should be taken with me; and I was afterwards assured by a
particular Friend, a Person of great Quality, who was looked upon to be
as much in the Secret as any, that the Court was under many Difficulties
concerning me. They apprehended?? my breaking loose, that my Diet
would be very expensive, and might cause a Famine. Sometimes they
determined to starve me, or at least to shoot me in the Face and Hands
with poisoned Arrows, which would soon dispatch me: But again they
considered, that the Stench of so large a Carcass might produce a Plague
in the Metropolis, and probably spread through the whole Kingdom. In
the midst of these Consultations, several Officers of the Army went to
the Door of the great Council-Chamber; and two of them being admitted,
gave an account of my Behaviour to the six Criminals above-mentioned,
which made so favourable an Impression in the Breast of his Majesty and
the whole Board in my behalf, that an Imperial Commission was issued
out, obliging all the Villages nine hundred Yards round the City, to
deliver in every Morning six Beeves, forty Sheep, and other Victuals for
my Sustenance; together with a proportionable Quantity of Bread, and
Wine, and other Liquors: for the due Payment of which, his Majesty gave
Assignments?3 upon his Treasury. For this Prince lives chiefly upon his
own Demesnes, seldom except upon great Occasions raising any Subsidies
upon his Subjects, who are bound to attend him in his Wars at their own
Expense. An Establishment was also made of six hundred Persons to be
my Domestics, who had Board-Wages allowed for their Maintenance, and
Tents built for them very conveniently on each side of my Door. It was
likewise ordered, that three hundred Tailors should make me a Suit of
Clothes after the Fashion of the Country: That six of his Majesty’s
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greatest Scholars should be employed to instruct me in their Language:
And, lastly, that the Emperor’s Horses, and those of the Nobility, and
Troops of Guards should be frequently exercised in my sight, to accustom
themselves to me. All these Orders were duly put in execution, and in
about three Weeks I made a great Progress in learning their Language;
during which time, the Emperor frequently honoured me with his Visits,
and was pleased to assist my Masters in teaching me. We began already
to converse together in some sort; and the first Words I learnt were to
express my desire that he would please to give me my Liberty, which I
every day repeated on my Knees. His Answer, as I could apprehend it,
was, that this must be a Work of Time, not to be thought on without
the Advice of his Council, and that first I must Lumos Kelmin pesso desmar
lon Emposo; that is, swear a Peace with him and his Kingdom. However,
that I should be used with all Kindness, and he advised me to acquire by
my Patience, and discreet Behaviour, the good Opinion of himself and his
Subjects. He desired I would not take it ill, if he gave Orders to certain
proper Officers to search me;3 for probably I might carry about me several
Weapons, which must needs be dangerous things, if they answered the
Bulk of so prodigious a Person. I said, his Majesty should be satisfied, for I
was ready to strip myself, and turn up my Pockets before him. This I
delivered part in Words, and part in Signs. He replied, that by the Laws of
the Kingdom I must be searched by two of his Officers; that he knew this
could not be done without my Consent and Assistance; that he had so
good an Opinion of my Generosity and Justice, as to trust their Persons
in my Hands: That whatever they took from me should be returned
when I left the Country, or paid for at the Rate which I would set upon
them. I took up the two Officers in my Hands, put them first into my
Coat-Pockets, and then into every other Pocket about me, except my
two Fobs, and another secret Pocket I had no mind should be searched,
wherein I had some little Necessaries that were of no consequence to any
but myself. In one of my Fobs there was a Silver Watch, and in the other
a small Quantity of Gold in a Purse. These Gentlemen, having Pen, Ink,
and Paper about them, made an exact Inventory of everything they saw;
and when they had done, desired I would set them down, that they might
deliver it to the Emperor. This Inventory I afterwards translated into
English, and is word for word as follows.
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IMPRIMIS,*s In the right Coat-Pocket of the Great Man-Mountain (for
so I interpret the Words Quinbus Flestrin)6 after the strictest search, we
found only one great Piece of coarse Cloth, large enough to be a Foot-Cloth
for your Majesty’s chief Room of State. In the left Pocket we saw a huge
Silver Chest, with a Cover of the same Metal, which we the Searchers
were not able to lift. We desired it should be opened, and one of us
stepping into it, found himself up to the mid Leg in a sort of Dust, some
part whereof flying up to our Faces, set us both sneezing for several times
together. In his right Waistcoat-Pocket, we found a prodigious Bundle of
white thin Substances, folded one over another, about the bigness of
three Men, tied with a strong Cable, and marked with black Figures;
which we humbly conceive to be Writings, every Letter almost half as
large as the Palm of our Hands. In the left, there was a sort of Engine,
from the Back of which were extended twenty long Poles, resembling the
Pallisado’s before your Majesty’s Court; wherewith we conjecture the
Man-Mountain combs his Head, for we did not always trouble him with
Questions, because we found it a great Difficulty to make him understand
us. In the large Pocket on the right side of his middle Cover (soI translate
the Word Ranfu-Lo, by which they meant my Breeches) we saw a hollow
Pillar of Iron, about the length of a Man, fastened to a strong piece of
Timber, larger than the Pillar; and upon one side of the Pillar were huge
Pieces of Iron sticking out, cut into strange Figures, which we know not
what to make of. In the left Pocket, another Engine of the same kind. In
the smaller Pocket on the right side, were several round flat Pieces of
white and red Metal, of different Bulk; some of the white, which seemed
to be Silver, were so large and heavy, that my Comrade and I could
hardly lift them. In the left Pocket were two black Pillars irregularly
shaped: we could not, without difficulty, reach the top of them as we
stood at the bottom of his Pocket. One of them was covered, and seemed
all of a piece: But at the upper End of the other, there appeared a white
round Substance, about twice the bigness of our Heads. Within each of
these was enclosed a prodigious Plate of Steel; which, by our Orders, we
obliged him to show us, because we apprehended they might be dangerous
Engines. He took them out of their Cases, and told us, that in his own
Country his Practice was to shave his Beard with one of these, and to cut
his Meat with the other. There were two Pockets which we could not
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enter: These he called his Fobs; they were two large Slits cut into the
top of his middle Cover, but squeezed close by the pressure of his Belly.
Out of the right Fob hung a great Silver Chain, with a wonderful kind of
Engine at the bottom. We directed him to draw out whatever was
fastened to that Chain; which appeared to be a Globe, half Silver, and
half of some transparent Metal: For on the transparent side we saw
certain strange Figures circularly drawn, and thought we could touch
them, till we found our Fingers stopped by that lucid Substance. He put
this Engine to our Ears, which made an incessant Noise like that of a
Water-Mill. And we conjecture it is either some unknown Animal, or the
God that he worships: But we are more inclined to the latter Opinion,
because he assured us (if we understood him right, for he expressed
himself very imperfectly) that he seldom did anything without consulting
it. He called it his Oracle, and said it pointed out the Time for every
Action of his Life. From the left Fob he took out a Net almost large
enough for a Fisherman, but contrived to open and shut like a Purse, and
served him for the same use: We found therein several massy Pieces of
yellow Metal, which if they be real Gold, must be of immense Value.

Having thus, in obedience to your Majesty’s Commands, diligently
searched all his Pockets, we observed a Girdle about his Waist made of
the Hide of some prodigious Animal; from which, on the left Side, hung
a Sword of the length of five Men; and on the right, a Bag or Pouch
divided into two Cells, each Cell capable of holding three of your
Majesty’s Subjects. In one of these Cells were several Globes or Balls of
a most ponderous Metal, about the bigness of our Heads, and required a
strong Hand to lift them: The other Cell contained a Heap of certain
black Grains, but of no great Bulk or Weight, for we could hold above
fifty of them in the Palms of our Hands.

This is an exact Inventory of what we found about the Body of the
Man-Mountain, who used us with great Civility, and due Respect to your
Majesty’s Commission. Signed and Sealed on the fourth Day of the
eighty-ninth Moon of your Majesty’s auspicious Reign.

Clefren Frelock, Marsi Fi relock.

When this Inventory was read over to the Emperor, he directed me,
although in very gentle Terms, to deliver up the several Particulars. He
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first called for my Scimitar, which I took out, Scabbard and all. In the
mean time he ordered three thousand of his choicest Troops (who then
attended him) to surround me at a distance, with their Bows and Arrows
just ready to discharge: but I did not observe it, for my Eyes were wholly
fixed upon his Majesty. He then desired me to draw my Scimitar, which,
although it had got some Rust by the Sea-Water, was in most parts
exceeding bright. I did so, and immediately all the Troops gave a Shout
between Terror and Surprise; for the Sun shone clear, and the Reflection
dazzled their Eyes as I waved the Scimitar to and fro in my Hand. His
Majesty, who is a most magnanimous Prince, was less daunted than I
could expect; he ordered me to return it into the Scabbard, and cast it
on the ground as gently as I could, about six foot from the end of my
Chain. The next thing he demanded was one of the hollow Iron Pillars,
by which he meant my Pocket-Pistols. I drew it out, and at his desire, as
well as I could, expressed to him the Use of it; and charging it only with
Powder, which by the closeness of my Pouch happened to escape wetting
in the Sea (an Inconvenience against which all prudent Mariners rake
special care to provide), I first cautioned the Emperor not to be afraid,
and then Ilet it off in the Air. The Astonishment here was much greater
than at the sight of my Scimitar. Hundreds fell- down as if they had been
struck dead; and even the Emperor, although he stood his ground, could
not recover himself in some time. I delivered up both my Pistols in the
same manner, as I had done my Scimitar, and then my Pouch of Powder
and Bullets; begging him that the former might be kept from the Fire,
for it would kindle with the smallest Spark, and blow up his Imperial
Palace into the Air. Ilikewise delivered up my Watch, which the Emperor
was very curious to see, and commanded two of his tallest Yeomen of the
Guards to bear it on a Pole upon their Shoulders, as Draymen in England
do a Barrel of Ale. He was amazed at the continual Noise it made, and
the Motion of the Minute-hand, which he could easily discern; for their
Sight is much more acute than ours: and asked the Opinions of his learned
Men about him, which were various and remote, as the Reader may well
Imagine without my repeating; although indeed I could not very perfectly
understand them. I then gave up my Silver and Copper Money, my Purse
with nine large Pieces of Gold, and some smaller ones; my Knife and
Razor, my Comb and Silver Snuff-Box, my Handkerchief and Journal
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Book. My Scimitar, Pistols, and Pouch, were conveyed in Carriages to
his Majesty’s Stores; but the rest of my Goods were returned me.

I had, as T before observed, one private Pocket which escaped their
Search, wherein there was a pair of Spectacles (which T sometimes use
for the weakness of my Eyes) a Pocket Perspective,’” and several other
little Conveniences; which being of no consequence to the Emperor, I
did not think myself bound in Honour to discover, and 1 apprehended
they might be lost or spoiled if I ventured them out of my Possession.

CHAP. II1

The Author diverts the Emperor and bis Nobility of both Sexes, in

a very uncommon Manner. The Diversions of the Court of Lilliput

described. The Author hath bis Liberty granted him upon certain
Conditions.

My Gentleness and good Behaviour had gained so far on the Emperor
and his Court, and indeed upon the Army and People in general, that I
began to conceive Hopes of getting my Liberty in a short time. I took all
possible Methods to cultivate this favourable Disposition. The Natives
came by degrees to be less apprehensive of any Danger from me. I would
sometimes liec down, and let five or six of them dance on my Hand. And
at last the Boys and Girls would venture to come and play at Hide and
Seck in my Hair. I had now made a good Progress in understanding and
speaking their Language. The Emperor had a mind one day to entertain
me with several of the Country Shows, wherein they exceed all Nations
I have known, both for Dexterity and Magnificence. I was diverted with
none so much as that of the Rope-Dancers, performed upon a slender
white Thread, extended about two Foot, and twelve Inches from the
Ground. Upon which I shall desire liberty, with the Reader’s Patience,
to enlarge a little.

This Diversion is only practised by those Persons who are Candidates
for great Employments, and high Favour, at Court. They are trained in
this Art from their Youth, and are not always of noble Birth, or liberal
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